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Sir Henry Maine, like Lamb and 
Coleridge an old Bluecoat boy, became 
Master of Trinity Hall and Whewell 
Professor of International Law at Cam¬ 
bridge, having first filled a Chair of 
Jurisprudence at Oxford. Before his 
time as Reader to the Inns of Court, 
English law students were not required 
to know anything about the laws of other 
countries than England. This book, 
which made his reputation at a stroke, 
grew out of his lectures there. His 
experience extended also to political 
administration for, like T. B. Macaulay 
thirty years before, he served once on 
the Supreme Council for India and 
again, for the last seventeen years of his 
life, on the Secretary of State’s Council 
for India. 

His assured aim in ancient law was to 
‘ indicate some of the earliest ideas of man¬ 
kind as they are reflected in ancient law, and 
to point out the relation of those ideas to 
modern thought.’ In order to do this he 
applied a comparative melheid which made 
use of sources as far apart as India and 
Ireland. Not only was his eminence as an 
historian acknowledged by such masters as 
Pollock and Maitland, Vinogradotf and 
H. A. L. I'lshcr, but his conclusions as to 
the nature ol the primitive societies re¬ 
vealed by ancient codes of law pbccs him 
among the lathers of modern anthropology. 
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Everyman, I will go with thee, and be ihy guide, 
In thy most need to go by thy side 
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at Cambridge; 1850, called to the Bar. 
Member of Indian Council for seven 
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INTRODUCTION 

No nne who is intercstod in the i^rowth nf human ultuis 
or the origins of human society c.ui alfonl to iiegh-ct 
Maine's Ancient Law. Published in iSoi, it immediately 
took rank as a classic, and its epoch-making iiifliieiKe 
may not unfitly lie compared to that exercised by Darwin's 
Oyif^in oj Species. The revolution eliected by the latter 
111 the study of biology was hardly more remarkable 
than that eflocted by M.iiiie's brilliant tre.ilise in the 
study of early institutions Well does one cif Maine’s latest 
and most le.irned commentators say of his work that " he 
did nothing less than create the natural history of law " 
This IS only another way of saying that he demonstrated 
that our legal conceptions—using that term in its largest 
sense to include social and political institutions—are aj 
much the product of historical development as biological 
organisms are the outcome of evolution This was a new 
departure, inasmuch as the school of jurists, represented by 
Bentham and Austin, and of political philosophers, headed 
by Hobbes, Locke, and their nineteenth-century disciples, 
had approached the study of law and political society 
almost entirely from an unhistonc point of view and had 
substituted dogmatism for historical investigation They 
had read history, so far as they troubled to read it at all, 
" backwards,” and had invested early man and early 
society with conceptions which, as a matter of fact, are 
themselves historical products The jurists, for examjile, 
had in their analysis of legal sovereignty postulated the 
commands of a siijircme lawgiver by simply ignoring the 
fact that, in point of time, custom precedes legislation and 
that early law is, to use Maine’s own phrase, ” a habit ” 
and not a conscious exercise of the volition of a lawgiver 
or a legislature The political philosophers, similarly, had 
sought the origin of political society in a ” state of nature ” 
—humane, according to Locke and Rousseau, barbarous, 
according to Hobbes—in which men freely subscribed to 
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an " original contract ” whereby each submitted to the 
will of all. It was not difficult to show, as Maine has done, 
that contract— i.e. the recognition of a mutual agreement 
as binding upon the parties who make it—is a conception 
which comes very late to the human mind. But Maine’s 
work covers much wider ground than this. It may be 
summed up by saying that he shows that early society, so 
far as we have any recognisable legal traces of it, begins 
with the group, not with the individual. 

This group was, according to Maine’s theory, the Family 
—that is to say the Family as resting upon the patriarchal 
power of the father to whom all its members, wife, sons, 
daughters, and slaves, were absolutely subject. This, 
the central feature of Maine’s speculation, is worked out 
with infinite suggestiveness and great felicity of style in 
chapter V. (“ Primitive Society and Ancient Law ”) of 
the present work, and his chief illustrations are sought in 
the history of Roman law. The topics of the other chapters 
are selected largely with a view to supplying confirmation 
of the theory in question and, as we shall see in a moment, 
Maine’s later works do but serve to carry the train of 
reasoning a step further by the use of the Comparative 
Method in invoking evidence from other sources, notably 
from Irish and Hindu Law, Let us, however, confine our¬ 
selves for the moment to *' Ancient Law.” Maine works out 
the implications of his theory by showing that it, and it 
alone, can serve to explain such features of early Roman 
law as Agnation, i e. the tracing of descent exclusively 
through males, and Adoption, \.e. the preservation of the 
family against the extinction of male heirs. The perpetual 
tutelage of women is the consequence of this position. 
Moreover, all the members of the family, except its head, 
are in a condition best desenbed as status: they have no 
power to acquire property, or to bequeath it, or to enter 
into contracts in relation to it. The traces of this state 
of society are clearly visible in the pages of that classical 
text-book of Roman Law, the Institutes of Justinian,^ com¬ 
piled in the sixth century a.d , though equally visible is 
the disintegration wrought in it by the reforming activity 

* The reader who desires to pursue the subject by reference to one 
of Maine's chief authorities is recommended to read the translation of 
the InshluUs by Sandars. 
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of the praetor’s edicts. That reformation followed the 
course of a gradual emancipation of the members of the 
family, except those under age, from the despotic authority 
of the father. This gradual substitution of the Individual for 
the Family was effected in a variety of ways, but in none 
more conspicuously than by the development of the idea 
of contract, ».«. of the capacity of the individual to enter 
into independent agreements with strangers to his family- 
group by which he was legally bound—an historical process 
which Maine sums up in his famous aphorism that the 
movement of progressive societies has hitherto been a 
movement from Status to Contract. 

In the chapters on the early history of Wills, Property, 
and Contract, Maine supports his theory by showing that 
it is the key which unlocks many, if not all, of the problems 
which those topics present. The chapter on Wills—par¬ 
ticularly the passage in which he explains what is meant 
by Universal Succession—is a brilliant example of Maine’s 
analytic piower. He shows that a Will—in the sense of a 
secret and revocable disposition of property only taking 
effect after the death of the testator—is a conception un¬ 
known to early law. and that it makes its first appearance 
as a means of transmitting the exercise of domestic sove¬ 
reignty, the transfer of the property being only a sub¬ 
sidiary feature; wills only being permitted, in early times, 
in cases where there was likely to be a failure of proper 
heirs. The subsequent popularity of wills, and the in¬ 
dulgence with which the law came to regard them, were 
due to a desire to correct the rigidity of the Patria Potestas, 
as reflected in the law of intestate succession, by giving free 
scope to natural affection. In other words, the conception 
of relationship as reckoned only through males, and as 
resting on the continuance of the children within their 
father’s power, gave way, through the instrumentality of 
the will, to the more modem and more natural conception 
of relationship. 

In the chapter on Property Maine again shows that the 
theory of its origin in occupancy is too individualistic and 
that not separate ownership but joint ownership is the 
really archaic institution. The father was in some sense 
(we must avoid imjxirting modem terms) the trustee of 
the joint property of the family. Here Maine makes an 
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excursion into the fields of the Early Village Community, 
and has, too, to look elsewhere than to Rome, where the 
village community had already been transformed by 
coalescence into the city-state. He therefore seeks his 
examples from India and points to the Indian village as 
an example of the expansion of the family into a larger 
group of co-proprietors, larger but still bearing traces of 
its origin to the patriarchal power. And, to quote his 
own words, " the most important passage in the history 
of Private Property is its gradual separation from the 
co-ownership of kinsmen.” The chapter on Contract, 
although it contains some of Maine’s most suggestive 
writing, and the chapter on Delict and Crime, have a less 
direct bearing on his main thesis except in so far as they 
go to show that the reason why there is so little in early 
law of what we call civil, as distinct from criminal, law, 
and in particular of the Law of Contract, is to be found 
in the fact that, in the infancy of society, the Law of 
Persons, and with it the law of civil rights, is merged in 
the common subjection to Paternal Power. 

Such, putting It in the simplest possible language, is the 
main argument of Ancient Law. The exigencies of space 
and of simplicity compel me to pass by, to a large extent, 
most of the other topics with which Maine deals—the place 
of custom, code, and fiction in the development of early 
law, the affiliation of international Law to the Jus Gentium 
and the Law of Nature, the origins of feudalism and of 
pnmogeniture, the early history of delict and crime, and 
that most remarkable and profound passage in which Maine 
shows the heavy debt of the vanous sciences to Roman law 
and the influence which it has exerted on the vocabulary 
of political science, the concepts of moral philosophy, and 
the doctrines of theology I must confine myself to two 
questions- how far did Maine develop or modify in his 
subsequent writings the main thesis of Ancient Law? to 
what extent has this thesis stood the test of the criticism 
and research of others.’ As regards the first point, it is 
to be remembered that .4nctent Law is but the first, though 
doubtless the most important, of a whole series of works 
by Its author on the subject of early law. It was followed 
at intervals by three volumes: Village Communities in the 
East and West, Early Institutions, and Early Law and 
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Custom. In the first of these he dealt with a sobject which 
has excited an enormous degree of attention and not a 
little controversy among English, French, German, and 
Russian scholars,^ amounting as it does to nothing less 
than an investigation into the origin of private property 
in land. The question has been put in various forms: did 
it commence with joint (or, as some would put it, less justifi¬ 
ably. communal or corporate) ownership or with individual 
ownership, and again was the village community free or 
servile ? It is now pretty generally recognised that there 
was more than one type, though common cultivation was 
doubtless a feature of them all, and even in India there 
were at least two types, of which the one jiresenting several, 
as opposed to communal, ownership is not the less ancient 
Rut it may well be that, as Maitland so often pointed out, 
much of the controversy has been literally an anachronism; 
that IS to say, that nineteenth-century men have been ask¬ 
ing the Early Ages questions which they could not answer 
and reading back into early history distinctions which are 
themselves historical products Ownership is itself a late 
abstraction developed out of use We may say with some 
certainty that family " ownership ” jireceded individual 
ownership, but in what sense there was communal owner¬ 
ship by a whole village it is not so easy to say 

Maine was on surer ground when, as in his studies of 
Irish and Hindu law. he confined himself to the more 
immediate circle of the family group In his Early Insti¬ 
tutions he subjects the Brehon Laws of early Ireland to a 
suggestive examination as presenting an examjilc of Celtic 
law largely unaffected by Roman inllucnccs. He there 
shows, as he has shown in A ncteni Law, that in early times 
the only social brotherhocKi recognised was that of kinshij), 
and that almost every form of social organisation, tribe, 
guild, and religious fraternity, was conceived of under a 
similitude of it Feudalism converted the village com¬ 
munity, biLsed on a real or assumed consanguinity of its 
members, into the fief in which the relations of tenant and 
lord were those of contract, while those of the unfree tenant 

* English literature on the subject is best studied in Maitl.md'i 
Dome<.d<i\ Book and Beyond, VinogradotTs I he Growth of the Manor 
and Vtlletna^e in En^an^t (with an excellent histoncaJ introduction), 
and Seebohm's English Village Community. 
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rested on status. In his Early Law and Custom he pursues 
much the same theme by an examination of Hindu Law 
as presenting a peculiarly close implication of early law 
with religion. Here he devotes his attention chiefly to 
Ancestor-worship, a subject which about this time had 
engaged the attention, as regards its Greek and Roman 
forms, of that bnlliant Frenchman, Fustel de Coulanges, 
whose monograph La Cili Antique is now a classic. As is 
well known, the right of inheriting a dead man’s property 
and the duty of performing his obsequies are co-relative to 
this day in Hindu law, and his investigation of this subject 
brings Maine back to the subject of the Patriarchal Power. 
He points out that both worshipper and the object of 
worship were exclusively males, and concludes that it was 
the power of the father which generated the practice of 
worshipping him, while this practice in turn, by the gradual 
admission of women to participate in the ceremonies, 
gradually acted as a solvent upon the power itself. The 
necessity of finding some one to perform these rites, on 
failure of direct male heirs, marked the beginning of the 
recognition of a right in women to inhent. The conception 
of the family becomes less intense and more extensive. 
These discussions brought Maine, in chapter VII. of Early 
Law and Custom, to reconsider the mam theory of Ancient 
Law m the light of the criticism to which it had been 
exposed, and every reader of Ancient Law who desires to 
understand Maine's exact position in regard to the scope 
of his generalisations should read for himself the chapter 
in the later work entitled "Theories of Primitive Society." 
His theory of the patriarchal power had been criticised by 
two able and industnous anthropologists, M'Lennan and 
Morgan, who, by their investigation of " survivals " among 
barbarous tribes in our own day, had arrived at the con¬ 
clusion that, broadly speaking, the normal process through 
which society had passed was not patnarchal but " matri 
archal, i.e. understanding by that term a system in which 
descent is traced through females It would take up far 
too much space to enter into this controversy in detail It 
is sufficient to say that the counter-theory rested on the 
assumption that society originated not m families, based 
on the authority of the father and relationship through him, 
but in promiscuous hordes among whom the only certain 
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fact, and, consequently, the only recognised basis of relation¬ 
ship, was maternity. Maine's answer to this was that his 
generalisations as to the prevalence of the patriarchal power 
were confined to Indo-European races, and that he did not 
pretend to dogmatise about other races, also that he was 
dealing not with all sociebes but all that had any perman¬ 
ence He argues that the promiscuous horde, where and 
when it is found, is to be explained as an abnormal case of 
retrogression due to a fortuitous scarcity of females resulting 
in jxilyandry, and he opposes to the theory of its pre¬ 
dominance the potency of sexual jealousy wliich might 
serve as only another name for the patriarchal power. On 
the whole the better opinion is certainly with Maine. His 
theory, at any rate, alone accords with a view of society so 
soon as it is seen to possess any degree of civilisation and 
social cohesion 

It will be seen that Maine’s work, like that of most great 
thinkers, presents a singular coherence and intellectual 
elegance. It is distinguished also by an extraordinary 
wide range of vision He lays under contribution with 
equal felicity and suggestivencss the Old Testament, the 
Homeric poems, the Latin dramatists, the laws of the 
Barbarians, the sacerdotal laws of the Hindus, the oracles 
of the Brehon caste, and the wntings of the Roman jurists. 
In other words, he was a master of the Comparative Method. 
Few wnters have thrown so much light on the develojimcnt 
of the human mind in its social relations We know now 
—a hundred disciples have followed in Maine’s footsteps 
and applied his teaching—how slow is the growth of the 
human intellect in these matters, with what painful steps 
man learns to generalise, how convulsively he clings in tlie 
infancy of civilisation to the formal, the material, the 
realistic aspects of things, how late he develops such 
abstractions as “ the State ” In all this Maine first showed 
the way. As Sir I-rcdcrick Pollock has admirably put it— 

Nowadays it may be said that “ all have got tlie seed.” but 
this IS no justification for forgetting who first cleared and sowed 
the ground We may till fields that the master left untouched, 
and one man will bring a better ox to yoke to the plough, and 
another a worse, but it is the master's jilough still. 

We may conclude with some remarks on Maine’s views 
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of the contemporary problems of political society. Maine 
was what, for want of a better term, may be called a 
Conservative, and, indeed, it may be doubted whether, 
with the single exception of Burke, any English writer has 
done more to provide English Conservatives with reasons 
for the faith that is in them. He has set forth his views 
in a collection of polemical essays under the title of Popular 
Government, which were given to the world in book form in 
1885. He viewed the advent of Democracy with more 
distrust than alarm—he appears to have thought it a form 
of government which could not last—and he has an un¬ 
erring eye for its weaknesses * Indeed, his remarks on the 
facility with which Democracy yields itself to manipulation 
by wire-pullers, newspapers, and demagogues, have found 
not a little confirmation in such studies of the actual work¬ 
ing of democratic government as M. Ostrogorski’s Democracy 
and the Organisation 0/ Political Parties. Maine emphasised 
the tyranny of majorities, the enslavement of untutored 
minds by political catchwords, their susceptibility to 
" suggestion,” their readiness to adopt vicarious opinion 
in preference to an intellectual exercise of their own volition. 
It IS not surprising that the writer who had subjected the 
theories of the Social Contract to such merciless criticism 
sighed for a scientific analysis of political terms as the first 
stej) to clear thinking about politics Here he was on 
strong ground, but for such an analysis we have yet to 
wait * He seems to have placed his hopes in the adoption 
of some kind of written constitution which, like the American 
prototype, would safeguard us from fundamental changes 
by the caprice of a single assembly. But this is not the 
place to pursue such highly debateable matters Enough 
if we say that the man who wishes to serve an apprentice¬ 
ship to an intelligent understanding of the political society 

‘ Witui’ss the characteristic sentence- “ On the whole they (< t the 
studies of e.irher society] suggest that the diflerences which, after ages 
of ch.itige, sep.irate the avihsed man from savage or barbarian, are 
not so great as the vulgar opinion would have them. . . . Like the 
savage, he is a man of party with a newspaper tor a totem . . . and 
like a savage he is apt to make of his totem his God,” 

•Sornelhiiig of the kind was done many years ago by Sir George 
Comewall Lewis m his little book on the Use and ibuse aj Political 
Terms. I have attempted to carry the task a step farther in an article 
which appeared in the form of a review of Lord Morley’s " History and 
PoUtics’’ in the S'lneteenlh Century for March 1913. 
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of the present cannot do better than begin by a careful 
study of Maine’s researches into the political society of 
the past. 
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PREFACE 

The rhlrf nhjcrt of the following pages is to indicate some of 
the earliest ideas of mankind, as they are reflected in Ancient 
Law, and to point out the relation of those ideas to modern 
thought. Much of the inquiry attempted could not have been 
prosecuted with the slightest hope of a useful result if there 
had not existed a body of law, like that of the Romans^ 
be.iring in il.s earliest (tortious the traces of the most remote 
anti(|uily and sup|)lying from its later rules the st,\])lo of the 
citil institutions by which modern society is even now con¬ 
trolled. Tile ncccs.sity of taking the Roman law ns .i ty|)ical 
system has compelled the author to draw from it what m.iy 
a])pear a disproportionate number of his illustrations, hut 
it has not lieen his intention to write a trc.itisc on Roman 
]uris[)rudcn( e, and he has as much as possible avoided all 
discus.sions which might gi\c that appc.irancc to his work. 
The space allotted in the third and fourth chajitcrs to certain 
pliilosophital theories of the Roman Jurisconsults lias been 
approjiriated to them for two reasons. In the first (dace, 
those theories ajiix ar to the author to have h.ul a wider and 
more permanent influence on the thought and action of the 
world than is usually supposed. Secondly, they are lx lieved 
to be the ultimate source of most of the views which have 
been prevalent, till quite recently, on the subjuts treated of 
in this volume. It was imijossible for the author to jiroceed 
far with his undertaking without stating his o[)inion on th& 
origin, meaning, and value of those speculations. 

H. b. M. 


London, January i86z. 
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A\aKM' CODES 

The most, celchratud syslctii of ]url^pruli(‘IH:l' Lno\sn to the 
world l)L‘>;ins, as it ends, with a Code I'Yoni the commem e- 
ment to the close of its history, the expositors of Roni.in l„tw 
consistently em[)lo_\e(l l.mpiaj^e whuli implied tint the body 
of tliur SNstein risted on the Twelve Deceiiu’ir.il Tables, .nul 
therefore on a basis of written law. I'l.xcept in one par¬ 
ticular, no institutions anterior to the Twelve Tables were 
recognised at Rome. ’I he theoretu.il di scent of Roman 
jiirisjiniduice from a code, the theoretical asi rijition of 
llnglish law to immemorial unwritten tradition, were the 
chief reasons wlu the development of their s\stern dillend 
from the dcvclojimuit of ours. .Neither theory corresjionili d 
e.xaitly with the facts, but each produced conseipieiuis of 
the utmost importance 

I lued hardly sav tint the publication of tlu Twi Ive Tables 
IS not the e.trliest [loint at whuh we can tiki up the history 
of law. The .incuiit Roiinn lode hi loops to a < lass of whn ii 
almost every cnilisid intion in the world can show a sample, 
and whiili, so f.ir as the Rom.ui and ilellenn worlds were 
concerned, were largely dilfiised over tlam at ipoehs not 
widely distant from one another. Tiny apjaared under 
exceedingly similar urcumstann s, and wen j)rodui(d, to 
our knowledge, by very simil.tr eaiisi s I'nijm stiombly, 
many jural plunomcn.i he behiiiil tie se (odis and [tretidid 
them in point of time. .Not a few riot iimentary n t ord> (\ist 
which profess to give us inform itioii coni (rnmg the larly 
phenomena of law , but, until philology has i llu ted a com¬ 
plete analvsis of the .S.tnskrit hUrature, our best sources 
of knowledge are undoubUdly the Orcek Iloineni poems, 
considered of course not as a history of ai tual oca urrences, 

B , 
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but as a description, not wholly idealised, of a state of society 
known to the writer. However the fancy of the poet may 
have exaggerated certain features of the heroic age, the 
prowess of warriors and the potency of gods, there is no 
reason to believe that it has tampered with moral or meta¬ 
physical conceptions which were not yet the subjects of 
conscious observation; and in this respect the Homeric 
literature is far more trustworthy than those relatively later 
documents which pretend to give an account of times similarly 
early, but which were compiled under philosophical or theo¬ 
logical influences. If by any means we can determine the 
early forms of jural conceptions, they will be invaluable to us. 
These rudimentary ideas are to the jurist what the primary 
crusts of the earth are to the geologist. They contain, 
potentially, all the forms in which law has subsequently 
exhibited itself. The haste or the prejudice which has 
generally refused them all but the most superficial examina¬ 
tion, must bear the blame of the unsatisfactory condition in 
which we find the science of jurisprudence. The inquiries 
of the jurist are in truth prosecuted much as inquiry in physics 
and physiology was prosecuted before observation had taken 
the place of assumption. Theories, plausible and compre¬ 
hensive, but absolutely unverified, such as the Law of Nature 
or the .Social Compact, enjoy a universal preference over sober 
research into the primitive history of society and law; and 
they obscure tlie truth not only by diverting attention from 
the only quarter in which it Gin be found, but by that most 
real and most important influence which, when once enter¬ 
tained and believed in, they are enabled to exercise on the 
later st.iges of jurisprudence. 

The earliest notions connected with the conception, now 
so fully developed, of a law or rule of life, are those con¬ 
tained in the Homeric words “Themis” and “Themistes.” 
“ Themis,” it is well known, appears in the later Greek 
pantheon as the Goddess of Justice, but this is a modern 
and much developed idea, and it is in a very different sense 
that Themis is descril)ed in the Iliad as the assessor of Zeus. 
It is now clearly seen by all trustworthy observers of the 
primitive condition of mankind that, in the infancy of the 
race, men could only account for sustained or periodioilly 
recurring action by supposing a personal agent. Thus, the 
wind blowing was a person and of course a divine person; 
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the sun rising, culminating, and setting was a person and a 
divine person; the earth yielding her increase was a f>erson 
and divine. As, then, in the physical world, so in the moral. 
When a king decided a dispute by a sentence, the judgment 
was assumed to be the result of direct inspiration. The 
divine agent, suggesting judicial awards to kings or to gods, 
the greatest of kings, was Themis. The peculiarity of the 
conception is brought out by the use of the plural. Themistes, 
Themises, the plural of Themis, are the awards themselves, 
divinely dictated to the judge. Kings are spoken of as if 
they had a store of “Themistes” ready to hand for use; 
but it must be distinctly understood that they are not laws, 
but judgments. “ Zeus, or the human king on earth,” 
says Mr. Grote, in his Ilistory of Greece, “ is not a law¬ 
maker, but a judge.” He is provided with Themistes, but, 
consistently with the belief in their emanation from above, 
they cannot be supposed to be connected by any thread of 
principle; they are separate, isolated judgments. 

Even in the Homeric poems, we can see that these ideas 
are transient. Parities of circumstance were probably com¬ 
moner in the simple mechanism of ancient society than 
they are now, and in the succession of similar cases awards 
are likely to follow and resemble each other. Here we have 
the germ or rudiment of a Cu-stom, a conception posterior 
to that of Themistes or judgments. However strongly we, 
with our modem associations, may be inclined to lay down 
d priori that the notion of a Custom must precede that of 
a judicial sentence, and that a judgment must afhrm a Custom 
or punish its breach, it seems quite certain that the historical 
order of the ideas is that in which I have placed them. The 
Homeric word for a custom in the embryo is sometimes 
“ Themis ” in the singular—more often “ Dike,” the meaning 
of which visibly fluctuates between a “ judgment ” and a 
“ custom ” or “ usage.” a Law, so great and famous a 

term in the political vocabulary of the later Greek society, 
does not occur in Homer. 

This notion of a divine agency, suggesting the Themistes, 
and itself impiersonated in Themis, must be kept apart from 
other primitive beliefs with which a superficial inquirer might 
confound it. The conception of the Deity dictating an entire 
code or body of law, as in the case of the Hindoo laws of Menu, 
seems to belong to a range of ideas more recent and more 
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advanced. “ Themis ” and “ Themistes ” are much less 
remotely linked with that persuasion which clung so long and 
so tenaciously to the human mind, of a divine influence 
underlying and supporting every relation of life, every social 
institution. In early law, and amid the rudiments of political 
thought, symptoms of this belief meet us on all sides. A 
supernatural presidency is supposed to consecrate and keep 
together all the cardinal institutions of those times, the State, 
the Race, and the Family. Men, grouped together in the 
diflerent relations which those institutions imply, are bound 
to celebrate periodically common rites and to offer common 
sacrifices; and every now and then the same duty is even 
more significantly recognised in the purifications and expia¬ 
tions which they perform, and which appear intended to 
deprecate punisliment for involuntary or neglectful disrespect. 
Everybody acquainted with ordinary classical literature will 
remember the sacra genttheia, which exercised so important 
an influence on the early Roman law of adoption and of wills. 
And to this hour the Hindoo Customary Liw, in which some 
of the most curious features of primitive society arc stereo¬ 
typed, makes almost all the rights of persons and all the rules 
of succe.ssion hinge on the due solemnisation of fixed cere¬ 
monies at the dead man’s funeral, that is, at every point where 
a breach occurs in the continuity of the family. 

Before we quit this stage of jurisprudence, a ciution may 
be usefully given to the English student. Bentham, in his 
Fragment on Government, and Austin, in his Province oj 
Jurisprudence Determined, resolve every law into a command 
of the lawgiver, an obligation imposed thereby on the citizen, 
and a sanction threatened in the event of disobedience; and 
it is further predicated of the command, which is the first 
element in a law, that it must prescribe, not a single act, 
but a series or number of nets of the same class or kind. 
The results of this separation of ingredients tally exactly 
with the facts of mature jurisprudence; and, by a little 
straining of langu.ige, they m.iy be made to correspond m 
form with all law, of all kinds, at all ejiochs. It is not, how¬ 
ever, asserted that the notion of law entertained by the 
generality is even now quite in conformity with this dissection; 
and it is curious that, the farther we penetrate into the 
primitive history of thought, the farther we find ourselves 
from a conception of law which at all resembles a compound 
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of the elements which Bentham detcnnined. It is certain 
that, in the infancy of mankind, no sort of legislature, not 
even a distinct author of law, is contemplated or conceived 
of. Law has soircely reached the footing of cu.stom; it is 
rather a habit. It is, to use a French phrase, “ in the air.” 
The only authoritative statement of nglit and wrong is a 
judicial sentence after the facts, not one presupposing a law 
which has been violated, but one which is breathed for the 
first time by a higher power into the judge’s mind at the 
moment of adjudiaition. It is of course extremely difficult 
for us to realise a view so far removed from us m point both 
of time and of association, but it will become more creiiible 
when we dwell more at length on the constitution of ancient 
society, in which every man, living during the greater part of 
his life under the patriarchal despotism, was practically con¬ 
trolled in all his actions by a regimen not of law but of caprice. 
I may add that an Englishman should Ite better able than 
a foreigner to appreciate the historical fact that the 
‘‘ Themistes ” prccctled any conception of law, beauisc, amid 
the many inconsistent theories which prevail concerning the 
character of English juris])rudence, tlie most popular, or at 
all events the one which most tiffects practice, is certainly 
a theory which assumes that adjudged cases and precedenU 
exist antecedently to rules, principles, and dcstinctions. 
The “ Themistes ” liave too, it should be remarked, the 
characteristic which, in the view of Bentham and Austin, 
distinguishes single or mere commands from laws. A true 
law enjoins on all the citizens indilTerently a number of acts 
similar in class or kind; and this is exactly the feature of a 
law which has most deeply imjiressed itself on the popular 
mind, causing the term ” law ” to be ajijilied to mere uni¬ 
formities, successions, and similitudes. A command jirc- 
scribes only a single act, and it is to commands, therefore, 
that “ Themistes ” are more akin than to laws, 'f'hey are 
simply adjudications on insulated states of fact, and do not 
necessarily follow each other in any orderly sequence. 

The literature of the heroic age discloses to us law in the 
germ under the “ Themistes ” and a little more developed 
in the conception of “ Dike.” The next stage which we 
reach in the history of jurisprudence is strongly marked and 
surrounded by the utmost intereit. Mr. Grote, in the second 
part and second chapter of his History, lias fully descrilxid 
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the mode in which society gradually clothed itself with a 
different character from that delineated by Homer. Heroic 
kingship depended partly on divinely given prerogative, and 
partly on the possession of supereminent strength, courage, 
and wisdom. Gradually, as the impression of the monarch’s 
sacredness became weakened, and feeble members occurred 
in the series of hereditary kings, the royal power decayed, 
and at last gave way to the dominion of aristocracies. If 
language so precise am be used of the revolution, we might 
say that the office of the king was usurped by that council 
of chiefs which Homer repeatedly alludes to and depicts. 
At all events from an epoch of kingly rule we come every¬ 
where in Europe to an era of oligarchies; and even where the 
name of the monarchical funitions does not absolutely dis¬ 
appear, the authority of the king is reduced to a mere shadow. 
He becomes a mere hereditary general, as in Laced.emon, a 
mere functionary, as the King Archon at Athens, or a mere 
formal hierophant, like the Rex Sacrtjiculus at Rome. In 
Greece, Itidy, and Asia Minor, the dominant orders seem to 
have universally consisted of a number of families united by 
an assumed relationship in blood, and, though they all appear 
at first to h.ive laid claim to a (juasi-sacred character, their 
strength does not seem to have resided in their pretended 
sanctity. Unless they were prematurely overthrown by 
the popular party, they all ultimately a[);)roached very 
closely to wh.it we should now understand by a politu'.il 
aristocrarv. The ch.uigcs which soeiety underwent in the 
communities of the further Asia occurred of course at periods 
long anterior in point of time to these revolutions of the 
It.ili.in ami Hellenic worlds; but their relative [dace in 
civilis.ition appe.irs to have, been the same, and they seem to 
have been exceedingly simil.ir in gener.il diameter. There 
is some evidence th.it the races which were subsequently 
united under the Persian monarchy, and those which peopled 
the peninsula of Indi.i, had all their heroic age and tiicir er.i 
of ari.stocmcies; but a miliUiry and a religious olig.irchy 
appe.ir to have grown up separately, nor aas the authority 
of the king gencr.illy superseded. Contrary, too, to the 
course of events in the West, the religious element in the East 
tended to get the better of the military and political. Military 
and civil aristocracies disappear, annihilated or crushed into 
insignificance between the kings and the sacerdotal order; 
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and the ultimate result at which we arrive is, a monarch 
enjoying great power, but circumscribed by the privileges 
of a caste of priests. With these differences, however, that 
in the East aristocracies became religious, in the West civil 
or political, the proposition that a hislorioil era of aristo¬ 
cracies succeeded a historical era of heroic kings may be 
considered as true, if not of all mankind, at all events of all 
branches of the Indo-European family of nations. 

The important point for the jurist is that these aristocracies 
were universally the depositaries and administrators of law. 
They seem to have succeeded to the prerogatives of the king, 
with the important difference, however, that they do not 
apjiear to have pretended to direct inspiration for each 
sentence. The connection of ideas which caused the judg¬ 
ments of the patriarchal chieftain to be attributed to super¬ 
human dictation still shows itself here and there in the cl.iim 
of a divine origin for the entire body of rules, or for certain 
parts of it, but the progress of thought no longer permits the 
solution of particular disputes to be explained by supposing 
an extra-human interposition. What the juristical oligarchy 
now claims is to monopolise the knowledge of the laws, to 
have the exclusive possession of the principles by which 
quarrels are decided. We have in fact arrived at the epoch 
of Customary Law. Customs or Observances now exist as a 
substantive aggregate, and are assumed to be prei isely known 
to the aristocratic order or caste. Our authorities leave us 
no doubt that the trust lodged with the oligarchy was some¬ 
times abused, but it certainly ought not to be regarded as a 
mere usurpation or engine of tyranny. Before the invention 
of wnting, and during the infancy of the art, an arislorr.icy 
invested with judicial privileges formed the only exjiedient 
by which accurate preservation of the customs of the race 
or tribe could be at all apjiroximated to. Their genuineness 
was, so far as possible, insured by confiding them to the 
recollection of a limited portion of the community. 

The epoch of Customary Law, and of iLs custody by a 
privileged order, is a very remarkable one. The condition 
of the jurisprudence which it implies has left traces which 
may still be detected in legal and popular phr.ascology. The 
law, thus known exclusively to a privileged minority, whether 
a caste, an aristocracy, a priestly tnbe, or a sacerdoUil college, 
is true unwritten law. Except this, tliere is no such thing aj 
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unwritten law in the world. English case-law is sometimes 
spoken of as unwritten, and there are some English theorists 
who assure us that if a code of English jurisprudence were 
prepared we should be turning unwritten law into written— 
a conversion, as they insist, if not of doubtful policy, at all 
events <,)f the greatest seriousness. Now, it is quite true that 
there was once a period at which the English common law 
might reasonably have been termed unwritten. The elder 
English judges did really pretend to knowledge of rules, 
principles, and distinctions wliich were not entirely revealed 
to tlie b.rr and to the I.iy-()ublic. Whether all the law which 
they claimed to monopolise was really unwritten, is exceed- 
ingly questionable; hut at all events, on the assumption that 
there was once a large mass of civil and criminal rules 
known exclusively to the jinlges, it presently ceased to be 
unwritten law. As soon as the Courts at Westminster Hall 
began to base their judgments on cases recorded, whether 
in the year books or elsewhere, the law which they adminis¬ 
tered became written law. At the present moment a rule of 
English law has first to lie disent.uigled from the recorded 
f.u'ts of adjudged printed precedents, then thrown into a 
form of words varying with tlie taste, precision, and know¬ 
ledge of the [i.irtiriilar judge, and then applied to the circum- 
st.inres of the r.ise for adjudication, but at no stage of this 
proi c,s.s lias It any characteristic which distinguishes it from 
written law. It is written case-l.iw, and only different from 
coded.iw because it is written in a different way. 

From till' period of Custom.irv Law we conic to another 
sharply defned epoch in the liHtorv of jurisprudence. We 
arrive at the er.i of Codes, tliosc .uii lent codt.s of whicli the 
Twelve T.ibles of Rome were the naist f.imous specimen. In 
Cireei e, in It.ily, on the Hcllenised sr.i-hoani of Western Asm, 
these codes all m.uie their .ijipear.ua e at jieri' (is mui'h the 
s.ime everywhere, not, 1 me.in. ,tt jienods identic.il in point 
of time, hut .simil.ir m [vomt of the rel.itive progress of each 
coinmunitv. Everywhere, m the countries I have named, 
laws engraven on tablets and published to the peoiile take 
the [dace of usages deposited with the recollection of a privi¬ 
leged oligarchy. It must not for a moment he supposi d that 
the refined considerations now urged in favour of vvli.it is 
called codifii'utum h.ui anv jiart or jilacc in the change I 
tmv e described. The an< lent codes were doubtless originally 



Ancient Codes 


9 

suggested by the discovery and diffusion of tlic art of writing. 
It IS true tliat the aristocracies seem to lia\e ahii.scd tlieir 
monopoly of legal knowledge; and at all events their exclu- 
iue possession of the law was a formidable impediment tO' 
the success of those popular movements which began to he 
universal in the western world. But, though democratu 
sentiment may have added to their pojiulanty, the codes 
were certainly in the mam a direct result of the uncut ion' 
of writing. Inscribed tablets were seen to be a better 
dejiositary of law, and a better seeiinty for its acciiiate 
preservation, than the memory of a number of persons how¬ 
ever strengthened by habitual exerci.se. 

The Roman code belongs to the class of codes I have hi’cn 
d(W(,nbing. Their value did not consist in any appro,u h to 
svmmetrKal classifications, or to terseness and clearness of 
expression, but in their public ity, and m the knowledge which 
they furnished to everyboclv, its to what he was to do, .uul 
what not to do. It is, invleed, true that the Twelve Tables 
of Rome do exhibit some trac es of svstcmatir arraiu’emeiu, 
but this IS probabl v explained by the tradition that the Ir.imcrs 
of that body of law called m the assistance of Clrecks who 
enjoyed the later (Ireek experieneo in the art cd law-making. 
'I'lie fragments of the Attn Code of .Solon show, how e\ er, tli.it 
It had but little order, and probably the kiws of Dr,no had 
even less. Quite enough too remains of tlicse collections, 
both in the Mast and in the West, to shovv that they mineled 
up religious, civil, and merely moral ordin.im es, witliont 
any regard to diflerences in tlieir essential cliaracter; and 
this IS consistent with all we know of carh thought from other 
sources, the severance of l.iw from morahiv, and of religion 
from law, belonging very distiiutly to the hilrr stages of 
mental jirogrcss. 

But, vv hatever to a modern eye are the singul.trii i< s of these 
Cocles, their importance to am lent so< icties was unspeak.ihle. 
Ihe question—and it was one which affected the whole 
future of eacli community—was not so mm h wlirthcr there 
should be a code at all, for the majoritv of ancient soc letic's 
seem to have obtained them sooner or later, and, but for the 
gre.Lt interruption m the history of jiinspruclenc e created by 
feudalism, it is likely that all modern law would lie disiini tly 
traceable to one or more of these fountain heads. But the 
fioint on which turned the history of tlic race was, at what 
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period, at what stage of their social progress, they should have 
their laws put into writing. In the western world the plebeian 
or popular element in each state successfully assailed the 
oligarchical monopoly, and a code was nearly universally 
obtained early in the history of the Commonwealth. But in 
the East, as 1 have before mentioned, the ruling aristocracies 
tended to become religious rather than military or political, 
and gained, therefore, rather than lost in power; while in 
some instances the physical conformation of Asiatic countries 
had the effect of making individual communities larger and 
more numerous than in the West; and it is a known social 
law that the larger the space over which a particular set of 
institutions is diffused, the greater is its tenacity and vitality. 
From whatever cause, the codes obtained by Eastern societies 
were obtained, relatively, much later than by Western, and 
wore a very different character. The religious oligarchies of 
Asia, either for their own guidance, or for the relief of their 
memory, or for the instruction of their disciples, seem in all 
cases to have ultimately embodied their legal learning in a 
code; but the opportunity of increasing and consolidating 
their influence was probably too tempting to be resisted. 
Their complete monopoly of legal knowledge appears to have 
enabled them to put off on the world collections, not so 
much of the rules actually observed as of the rules which 
the priestly order considered proper to be observed. The 
Hindoo code, called the Laws of Menu, which is certainly 
a Brahmin compilation, undoubtedly enshrines many genuine 
observances of the Hindoo race, but the opinion of the best 
contemporary orientalists is, that it does not, as a whole, 
represent a set of rules ever actually administered in Hindu¬ 
stan. It is, in great part, an ideal picture of that which, in 
the view of the Brahmins, ought to be the law. It is con¬ 
sistent with human nature and with the special motives of 
their authors, that codes like that of Menu should pretend to 
the highest antiquity and claim to have emanated in their 
complete form from the Deity. Menu, according to Hindoo 
mythology, is an emanation from the supreme God; but the 
compilation which bears his name, though its exact date is 
not easily discovered, is, in point of the relative progress of 
Hindoo jurisprudence, a recent production. 

.\mong the chief advantages which the Twelve Tables and 
similar codes conferred on the societies which obtained them. 
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was the protection which they afforded against the frauds 
of the pnvileged oligarchy and also against the spontaneous 
depravation and debasement of the national institutions. 
The Roman Code was merely an enunciation in words of the 
existing customs of the Roman people. Relatively to the 
progress of the Romans in civilisation, it was a remarkably 
early code, and it was published at a time when Roman 
society had barely emerged from that intellectual condition 
in which civil obligation and religious duty are inevitably 
confounded. Now a barbarous society practising a body of 
customs, is exposed to some especial dangers which may be 
absolutely fatal to its progress in civilisation. The usages 
which a particular community is found to have adopted in 
its infancy and in its primitive seats are generally those which 
are on the whole best suited to promote its physical and moral 
well-being; and, if they are retained in their integrity until 
new social wants have taught new practices, the upward 
march of society is almost certain. But unhappily there is 
a law of development which ever threatens to operate upon 
unwritten usage. The customs are of course obeyed by 
multitudes who are incapable of understanding the true 
ground of their expediency, and who are therefore left 
inevitably to invent superstitious reasons for their perman¬ 
ence. A process then commences which may be shortly 
described by saying that usage which is reasonable generates 
usage which is unreasonable. Analogy, the most valuable 
of instruments in the maturity of jurisprudence, is the most 
dangerous of snares in its infancy. Prohibitions and ordin¬ 
ances, originally confined, for good reasons, to a single 
description of acts, are made to apply to all acts of the same 
class, because a man menaced with the anger of the gods for 
doing one thing, feels a natural terror in doing any other 
thing which is remotely like it. After one kind of food has 
been interdicted for sanitary reasons, the prohibition is 
extended to all food resembling it, though the resemblance 
occasionally depends on analogies the most fanciful. So, 
again, a wise provision for insuring general cleanliness 
dictates in time long routines of ceremonial ablution; and 
that division into classes which at a particular crisis of social 
history is necessary for the maintenance of the national 
existence degenerates into the most disastrous and blighting 
of all human institutions—Caste. The fate of the Hindoo 
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law is, in fact, the measure of the value of the Roman code, 
Ktlinoioi^y shows us that the Romans and the Hindoos sprang 
from the same original stui'k, and there is indeed a striking 
resemblance between what appear to ha\e been their original 
customs. Even now, Hindoo jiirispriideiiLe has a substratum 
of forethought and sound judgment, but irrational mutation 
has engrafted in it an immense apparatus of cruel absurdities. 
From these corruptions the Romans were [irotected by their 
code. It was compiled while the usage was still wholesome, 
and a hundred \ears afterwards it might have been too late. 
Tlie Hindoo law has been to a great extent embodied in 
writing, but, am lent as in one sense arc the compendia which 
still exist in .Sanskrit, they contain ample esideiue that they 
were drawn up after the mischief had been done. We are 
not of course entitled to say that if the Twehe Tables had 
not been published the Romans would have been (ondemned 
to a civilisation as feeble and ])erc erted as that of the Hindoos, 
but thus much at least is (crtain, that wilh their code they 
were excnijit from the very chance of so unliapp\ a destiny, 
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CHAPTER II 


Kiel IONS 


W.iEN primitive l;uv has once been emboduai in .1 Code, tliere 
IS an end ti) what nias' i>e called its spontaneous des'clopment, 
Hcncoforsvard the changes ciliated in it. i( etliated at ,ill, 
are ('fleeted deliberati ly and from uitboiit It is impossible 
to suppose that the customs of any rate or tribe remained 
unaltered durin,' the whole of the tony in some instances 
the immense---interval between tin ir declaration bv a patri¬ 
archal monarch and tin ir publication in wntiny. It would be 
unsafe too to afTirm th it no part of the alteration was elTei ted 
deliberati'lv. Hut from (he little ue know of the jiroyress 
of law diiriny this period, we ,ire justileal m assuminy that si t 
purpose laid the very smallest share in produi my 1 hanj;e. 
Such innovations on the earlu st iisayes .is disi lose tiiemsi 1m s 
appe.ir to h.ive been dict.ited hi feelmys .md modi s of thomdit 
which, under mir present ment.il conditions, we ,ire und'le 
to lomprehend. A new er.l beenis, however, with the ( od. s 
\Vhere\ir, after tins e|ioch, we tr.ne the loiirsc of li yal 
modifnMtion we are able to .itlnbute it to the (onsiioiis 
(iI sire of imiirovement, or at all eeents of i omp issiii r objei is 
otlu r th.in those w hn h wi re .iinu d .it m the pnnnt ne tuiii s 
It m.iy seem at first si dit th.it no j;i ner.d propositions worth 
trusting r.in be elii ited from the luslorv ol h y.d s\ stilus 
subseipient to the codi s 'I he fii Id is too \ .ist. e c.mnot be 
sure th.it we have ini Inded .1 sullicient number of pie noim n,i 
in i/ur obsi ri.itions, or th.it we .U( ur.iti Iv und' rst.iiid those 
whuh we h.i\’e obsiried Hut the undert.ikmy will be sei n 
to be more fe.isible, if we consider th.it afli r the ejioch of codi s 
the distinction bitwien st.itionarv .md proyris-iM- soi u ties 
bcyins to m.ike itsi If felt. It is only with tin proyri ssive 
th.it we are concerned, and nothiriy is more rem.irkihlc 
th.in their c.xtri me feumss In sjute of ovcrwhi Iniiny e\i- 
dence, it is most dilhi ult for .1 1 iti/i n of wi sii rn l.iirojc: 
to briny thorouyhly home to liimsiH the truth Ihit tia; 
cieihsition which surrounds him is .1 r.ire exuption in the 
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history of the world. The tone of thought common among 
us, all our hopes, fears, and speculations, would be materially 
affected, if we had vividly before us the relation of the pro¬ 
gressive races to the totality of human life. It is indisputable 
that much the greatest part of mankind has never shown 
a particle of desire that its civil institutions should be im¬ 
proved since the moment when external completeness was 
first given to them by their embodiment in some permanent 
record. One set of usages has occasionally been violently 
overthrown and superseded by another; here and there a 
primitive code, pretending to a supernatural origin, has been 
greatly extended, and distorted into the most surprising 
forms, by the perversity of sacerdotal commentators; but, 
except in a small section of the world, there has been nothing 
like the gradual amelioration of a legal system. There has 
been material civilisation, but, instead of the civilisation ex¬ 
panding the law,the lawhas limited the civilisation. The study 
of races in their primitive condition affords us some clue to the 
point at which the development of certain societies has stopped. 
VVe can see th;it Brahminical India has not passed beyond 
a stage which occurs in the history of all the families of man¬ 
kind, the stage at which a rule of law is not yet discriminated 
from a rule of religion. The members of such a society con¬ 
sider that the transgression of a religious ordinance should be 
punished by civil penalties, and that the violation of a civil 
duty exposes the delinquent to divine correction. In China 
this point has been passed, but progress seems to have been 
there arrested, because the civil laws are coextensive with 
all the ideas of which the race is capable. The difference 
between the stationary and progressive societies is, however, 
one of the great secrets which inquiry has yet to penetrate. 
Among partial explanations of it I venture to place the con¬ 
siderations urged at the end of the last chapter. It may 
further be remarked that no one is likely to succeed in the 
investigation who does not clearly realise that the stationary 
condition of the human race is the rule, the progressive the 
exception. And another indispensable condition of success 
is an accurate knowledge of Roman law in all its principal 
stages. The Roman jurisprudence has the longest known 
history of any set of human institutions. The character of 
all the changes which it underwent is tolerably well ascer- 
Uined. From its commencement to its close, it was pro- 
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gressively modified for the better, or for what the authors of 
the modification conceived to be the better, and the course 
of improvement was continued through periods at which all 
the rest of human thought and action materially slackened 
its pace, and repeatedly threatened to settle down into 
stagnation. 

I confine myself in what follows to the progressive societies. 
With respect to them it may be laid down that social neces¬ 
sities and social opinion are always more or less in advance of 
Law. We may come indefinitely near to the closing of the gap 
between them, but it has a perpetual tendency to reopen. 
Law is stable; the societies we arc speaking of are progressive. 
The greater or less happiness of a people depends on the 
degree of promptitude with which the gulf is narrowed. 

A general proposition of some value may be advanced with 
respect to the agencies by which Law is brought into harmony 
with society. These instrumentalities seem to me to be three 
in number, Legal Fictions, Equity, and Legislation. Their 
historical order is that in which I have placed them. Some¬ 
times two of them will be seen operating together, and there 
are legal systems which have escaped the influence of one or 
other of them. But I know of no instance in which the order 
of their apprearance has been changed or inverted. The early 
history of one of them, Equity, is universally obscure, and 
hence it may be thought bysome that certain isolated statutes, 
reformatory of the civil law, are older than any equitable 
jurisdiction. My own belief is that remedial Equity is every¬ 
where older than remedial Legislation; but, should this be not 
strictly true, it would only be necessary to limit the proposi¬ 
tion respecting their order of sequence to the periods at which 
they exercise a sustained and substantial influence in trans¬ 
forming the original law. 

I employ the word “ fiction ” in a sense considerably wider 
than that in which English lawyers are accustomed to use it, 
and with a meaning much more extensive than that which 
belonged to the Roman “ fictiones.” Fictio, in old Roman 
law, IS propierly a term of pleading, and signifies a false 
averment on the pwrt of the plaintiff which the defendant 
was not allowed to traverse; such, for example, as an aver¬ 
ment that the plaintiff was a Roman citi2xn, when in truth 
he was a foreigner. The object of these “ fictiones ” was^ 
of course, to give jurisdiction, and they therefore strongly 
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resemblnd the allegations in the writs of the English Queen's 
Bench, and Exchequer, by wliich those Courts contrived to 
usurp the jurisdiction of the Common Pleas:—the allegation 
that the defendant was in custody of the king’s marshal, or 
that the plaintiff was the king’s debtor, and could not pay his 
debt by reason of the defendant’s default. But I now employ 
the expression “ Legal Fiction ” to signify any assumption 
which conceals, or affects to conceal, the fact that a rule of 
law has undergone alteration, its letter remaining unchanged, 
its operation being modified. The words, therefore, include 
the instances of fictions winch I have cited from the English 
and Roman law, but they embrace mucli more, for I should 
speak both of the English Case-law and of the Roman 
kesponsa Prudentum as resting on fictions. Roth these 
ex.implos will he examined presently. The fact is in both 
cases that the law has been wholly changed; the fiction is 
that it remains what it always was. It is not difficult to under¬ 
stand why fictions in all their forms are particularly congenial 
to the infancy of society. They satisfy the desire for improve¬ 
ment, which is not quite wanting, at the same time that they 
do not offend the superstitious disrelish for change which is 
alsvays present. At a particular stage of social progress they 
are invaluable expedients for overcoming the rigidity of law, 
and, indeed, without one of tliem, the E'iction of Adoption 
wliich permits the family tic to be artificially created, it 
is ditfiiult to understand how society would ever have 
escajx'd from its swaddling clothes, and taken its first steps 
tou.irds civilisation. We must, therefore, not suffer our¬ 
selves to he alfectcd by the ridicule which lientham pours 
on log.d fictions wherever he meets them. To revile them as 
merely fr.uidulent is to betray ignorance of their peculiar 
olhce in the historic.d development of law. But at the same 
time it would be c<iually foolish to agree witli those theorists, 
who, discerning that fictions have had their uses, argue that 
they ought to lie stereotyped in our system. They have had 
their day, but it has long since gone by. It is unworthy of 
us to effect an admittedly Ixmeficial object by so rude a 
device as a leg.U fiction. I c.innot admit any anomaly to be 
innocent, which makes the law either more dithcult to under- 
st.uui or harder to arrange in harmonious order. Now legal 
fiction - are the greatest of obstacles to symmetrical classifica¬ 
tion. I'he rule of l.iw remains sticking in the system, but it 
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is a mere shell. It h;is been loni; ago umlerimned, and a new 
rule hides itself under its cover. Heme there is at once a 
ditliculty in knowing whether the rule which is actu.illv 
oper.itive should he classed in its true or in its .ipp.irent place, 
and minds of dilTerent ca.sts will ditler as to the hr.inch of the 
alternative which ought to he selected. If the I’.iujhsh law is 
ever to assume an orderly distribution, it will be neces.s.irv to 
prune awav the legal fictions whu ti, in sjutc of some rci ent 
legislative improvements, are still ahund.int in it. 

The next instrumcnhilitv liv whicli the adajihition of l.iw 
to social wants is c.irried on 1 c.ill i'aiulty, mc.in'.ng by that 
word any body of rules existing by the side of t!ie origin.il civil 
law, founded on distinct print iples ,uui claiming incident.illy 
to supersede the civil law iii virtue of .i sujierior sanctity 
inherent in those principles. Tlie Hijuity whether of the 
Roman I’r.etors or of the Isnglisli Ch.incellors, dilTcrs from 
the fictions whicli in e.ich c.ise preccaied it, in that the inter¬ 
ference wttli law is o|)fn and avowed. On the other h.uid, 
it differs from Legislation, the agent of leg.il improvement 
whieh eorncs after it, in that its claim to.uithority is grounded, 
not on the prerogative of any extern.il pi rson or body, not 
even on that of the m.igistr.ite who enum lates it, but on the 
speei.il nature of its jirinciplcs, to which it is alleged tliat all 
law ought to conform. The very concejition of a set of ]>rin- 
ciplcs, invested with a higher s.icrcdness than those of the 
original law and demanding .ipplication independi ntly of 
the consent of any extern.il liodv, belongs to a nuieh more 
advanced st.ige of thouglit tli.iii tli.U to whirh kg.d fictions 
originally suggested llienisi 1 ves. 

Legislation, tlic enactments of a I' gisl.iturc wlin li, whether 
it Like the form of an autocr.itic iiriiii e or of a p.irliament.iry 
assembly, is the assumed org.in of the entire society, is tlie 
last of the ameliorating instrument.ilitics. It ditlers from 
Legal Fictions just as F(]uily differs from them, and it is 
also distinguished from ls(]mty,as deriving its authority from 
an extern.il body or [lerson. Its obligatory force is indepi-ndcnt 
of Its principles. The legislature, whatever be the aclu il 
restr.unts imposed on it by pulilic opinion, is in tiieory em¬ 
powered to im[)osc what obligations it pleases on the membi rs 
of the community. Tliere is notliing to prevent its li gislaling 
in the wantonness of caprice. Legislation may l>e dictatid 
by equity, if that last word be used to indicate some standard 
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of right and wrong to which its enactments happen to be 
adjusted; but then these enactments are indebted for their 
binding force to the authority of the legislature and not to 
that of the principles on which the legislature acted; and 
tlius they differ from rules of Equity, in the technical sense 
of the word, which pretend to a paramount sacredness en¬ 
titling them at once to the recognition of the courts even 
without the concurrence of prince or parliamentary assembly. 
It is the more ne< essary to note tliese differences, bcaiuse 
a student of Bentham would be apt to confound Fictions, 
Ecjuity, and .Statute law under the single head of legislation, 
'rtiey all, he would say, involve law-making ; they differ 
only in respect of the machinery by which the new law is 
produced. 'I'hat is perfectly true, and we must never forget 
it; but It furnishes no reason why we should deprive our¬ 
selves of so convenient a term as Legislation m the spciial 
sense. Legislation and F.quity are disjoined in the popular 
mind and in the minris of most lawyers; and it will never 
do to neglect the distinction between them, however con¬ 
ventional, when important practical consequences follow 
from It. 

It would be easy to select from almost any regularly de- 
\eloi)rd body of rules examples of legalficltons, which at once 
betray their true character to the modern obscreer. In tlie 
two instances which I proceed to consifler, the nature of the 
expedient emploved is not so readily detected. The first 
authors of these tie tions did not jicrhaps intend to innovate, 
certainl V did not u ish to be siispectedof innovating. There arc, 
inoreiner, .ind always have been, |)ersons who refuse to see 
any fiction in the process, and conventional langu.ige bears 
out their refusal. No ex.imples, tlien fore, can be better 
calculated to illii.str.ite the wide diffusion of h gal fictions, 
and the elhiiencv with whicli the\ perform their two-fold 
office of transforming a system of laws and of coni'ealing tiie 
tr.insforni.uion. 

We in F.ngl.ind are well accustomed to the extension, 
modification, and improvement of l.iw by a machinerv which, 
in theory, is incap,ible of altering one jot or one line of existing 
jurisprudence. '1 lie jiroeess tn whicli this \irtual legislation 
Is etlected is not so miieh insensible .is unaiknowledged. 
With respeet to that gre.it portion of our legal s\stem winch 
is enshrined in c.i.'-esand recordeil in law reports, we li.ihitu.illy 
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employ a double language and entertain, as it would apjx'ar, 
a double and inconsistent set of ideas When a group of facts 
come before an English Court for adjudication, the whole 
course of the discussion between the jtuige ami the advoiate 
.issumes that no question is, or can be, raised w Inch w ill call for 
the application of any principle^ but old ones, or any dis¬ 
tinctions but stK'h as ha\e long since Ixten allowe<l It is 
taken absolutely lor granted that tliere is soniewln ri- a rule 
of known law \shich will cover the faets of the dispute now 
hticated, and that, if such a rule be not ihseovered, it is only 
tli.it the necessary p.Uienre, knowledge, or aetimen is not 
forthcoming to detect it. Vet tfie moment the judgment has 
been rendered and rejiorted, we slide unconsuou.sly or un- 
avowedlv into a new l.inguage <ind a new tram of thought. 
We now .uimit that the new decision has nuxhfied the l.iw. 
The rules applicable h.iee, to iisi the very mao urate expres¬ 
sion sometimes cinplovcd, become more elastic. In f.ii l they 
have been ehanct'd. .-X ele.ir addition has been m.ide to the 
precedents, and the e.inon of l.iw elicited by comp.inng the 
precedents is not the same with th.it whn h would have been 
obtain! d if the series of cases h.id been curlailcil by a single 
exampli'. The f.icl th.it the old rule h.is U'cn repe.ded, .ind 
that a new one has ri pl.icial ii. eludes us, bee.iuse we .in not 
in the habit of throwing into precise language the legal for- 
mul.is wliuli we derive from the pro (dents, so th.it a cli.tiige 
in their tenor is not e.isiiy detected uiih ss it is violent .md 
glaring. I sh.ill not now p.iuse to consider .it length the c.iusts 
winch h.ive hd English l.iwyers to aequiesi e m these eurinus 
anom.ihes Probably it will lie found that origin.illy it was the 
reieived doi trme tliat .somewhere, t)i nuhibui or tii f;rrmio 
ma^i<.tratuum, there existed a complete, loherent, sjmmetri- 
cal boilv of English law, of an am|)htiide suflii ii nt to furnish 
pnncijiles which would apjilv to anv (.onieiv.ible i nmbm.i- 
tinn of i ircumstances. Tin theory w.is at first inudi more 
thoroughly beheved m than it is now, and indeed it may li.ive 
had a belter found.ition. The judgt s of the llurleenth rentury 
may h.ive really h.id at thtir comm.md a mine of law unre- 
vealed to the b.ir and to the l.iv-jiublir, for there is some 
re.ison for suspecting that in secret tie y borrows d frei ly, 
though not alw.ivs wisely, from current < onijx-ndi.i of the 
Rom.in and Canon l.iws. lint that storehouse was closed so 
soon as the points decided at Wistminster II.ill became 
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numerous enough to supply a basis for a substantive system 
of jurisprudence; and now for centuries English practitioners 
have so expressed themselves as to convey the paradoxical 
proposition that, except by Equity and Statute law, nothing 
has been added to the basis since it was first constituted. 
We do not admit that our tribunals legislate; we imply that 
they have never legislated; and yet we maintain that the 
rules of the English common law, with some assistance from 
the Court of Chancery and from Parliament, are coextensive 
with the complicated interests of modern society. 

A body of law bearing a very close and very instructive 
resemblance to our case-law in those particulars which I 
have noticed, was known to the Romans under the name of 
the Responsa Prudentum, the “ answers of the learned in the 
law.” The form of these Responses varied a good deal at 
different periods of the Roman jurisprudence, but throughout 
its whole course they consisted of explanatory glosses on 
authoritative written documents, and at first they were ex¬ 
clusively collections of opinions interpretative of the Twelve 
Tables. As with us, all legal language adjusted itself to the 
assumption that the text of the old Code remained unchanged. 
There was the express rule. It overrode all glosses and com¬ 
ments, and no one openly admitted that any interpretation 
of it, however eminent the interpreter, was safe from revision 
on appeal to the venerable texts. Yet in point of fact. Books 
of Responses bearing the names of leading jurisconsults 
obtained an authority at least equal to that of our reported 
cases, and constantly modified, extended, limited or prac¬ 
tically overruled the provisions of the Decemviral law. The 
authors of the new jurisprudence during the whole progress 
of its formation professed the most sedulous respect for the 
letter of the Code. They were merely explaining it,deciphering 
it, bringing out its full meaning; but then, in the result, by 
piecing texts together, by adjusting the law to states of fact 
which actually presented themselves and by speculating on 
its possible application to others which might occur, by 
introducing pnnciples of interpretation derived from the 
exegesis of other written documents which fell under their 
observation, they educed a vast variety of canons which 
had never been dreamed of by the compilers of the Twelve 
Tables and which were in truth rarely or never to be found 
there. All these treatises of the jurisconsults claimed respect 
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on the ground of their assumed conformity with the Code, 
but their comparative authority depended on the reputation 
of the particular jurisconsults who gave them to the world. 
Any name of universally acknowledged greatness clothed a 
Book of Resjwnses with a binding force hardly less than that 
which belonged to enactments of the legislature; and such 
a book in its turn constituted a new foundation on which a 
further body of jurisprudence might rest. The Responses of 
the early lawyers were not however published, in the modem 
sense, by their author. They were recorded and edited by 
his pupils, and were not therefore in all probability arranged 
according to any scheme of classification. The part of the 
students in these publications must be carefully noted, be¬ 
cause the service they rendered to their teacher seems to liave 
been generally repaid by his sedulous attention to the pupils’ 
education. The educational treatises called Institutes or 
Commentaries, which are a later fruit of the duty then recog¬ 
nised, are among the most remarkable features of the Roman 
system. It was apparently in these Institutional works, 
and not in the books intended for trained lawyers, that 
the jurisconsults gave to the public their classifications and 
their proposals for modifying and improving the technical 
phraseology. 

In comparing the Roman Responsa Prudentiim with their 
nearest English counterpart, it must be carefully borne in 
mind that the authority by which this part of the Roman 
jurisprudence was expounded was not the bench, but the bar. 
The decision of a Roman tribunal, though conclusive in the 
particular case, had no ulterior authority except such as was 
given by the professional repute of the magistrate who 
happened to be in office for the time. Properly speaking, 
there was no institution at Rome during the republic analo¬ 
gous to the English Bench, the Chambers of Imperial Ger¬ 
many, or the Parliaments of Monarchical France. There 
were magistrates indeed, invested with momentous judicial 
functions in their several departments, but the tenure of the 
magistracies was but for a single year, so that they are much 
less aptly compared to a permanent judicature than to a 
cycle of offices briskly circulating among the leaders of the 
bar. Much might be said on the origin of a condition of things 
which looks to us like a startling anomaly, but which was in 
fact much more congenial than our own system to the spirit 
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of ancient societies, tending, as they always did, to split into 
distinct orders which, however exclusive themselves, toler¬ 
ated no professional hierarchy above them. 

It is remarkable that this system did not produce certain 
effects which might on the whole have been expected from it. 
It did not, for example, the Roman law—it did not, 

as in some of the Greek republics, lessen the effort of intel¬ 
lect required for the mastery of the science, although its 
diffusion and authoritative exposition were opposed by no 
artificial barriers. On the contrary, if it had not been for the 
operation of a separate set of causes, there were strong prob¬ 
abilities that the Roman jurisprudence would have become 
as minute, technical, and difficult as any system which has 
since prevailed. Again, a consequence which might still more 
naturally have been looked for, does not appear at any time 
to have exhibited itself. The jurisconsults, until the liberties 
of Rome were overthrown, formed a class which was quite 
undefined and must have fluctuated greatly in numbers; 
nevertheless, there does not seem to have existed a doubt as 
to the particular individuals whose opinion, in their genera¬ 
tion, was conclusive on the cases submitted to them. The 
vivid pictures of a leading jurisconsult’s daily practice 
which abound in Latin literature—the clients from the coun¬ 
try flocking to his antechamber in the early morning, and 
the students standing round with their note-books to record 
the great lawyer’s replies—are seldom or never identified 
at any given period with more than one or two conspicuous 
names. Owing too to the direct contact of the client and the 
advocate, the Roman people itself seems to have been always 
alive to the rise and fall of professional reputation, and there 
is abundance of proof, more particularly in the well-known 
oration of Cicero, Pro Murtena, that the reverence of the 
commons for forensic success was apt to be excessive rather 
than deficient. 

We cannot doubt that the peculiarities which have been 
noted in the instrumentality by which the development of 
the Roman law was first effected, were the source of its 
characteristic excellence, its early wealth in principles. The 
growth and exuberance of principle was fostered, in fiart, 
by the competition among the expositors of the law, an 
influence wholly unknown where there exists a Bench, the 
depositaries intrusted by king or commonwealth with the 
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prerogative of justice. But the chief agency, no doubt, was 
the uncontrolled multiplication of cases for legal decision. 
The state of facts which caused genuine perplexity to a 
country client was not a whit more entitled to form the basis 
of the jurisconsult's Response, or legal decision, than a set 
of hypothetical circumstances propounded by an ingenious 
pupU. All combinations of fact were on precisely the same 
footmg, whether they were real or imaginary. It was nothing 
to the jurisconsult that his opinion was overruled for the 
moment by the magistrate who adjudicated on his client’s 
case, unless that magistrate happened to rank above him in 
legal knowledge or the esteem of his profession. I do not, 
indeed, mean it to be inferred that he would wholly omit to 
consider his client’s advantage, for the client was in earlier 
times the great lawyer’s constituent and at a later period his 
paymaster, but the main road to the rewards of ambition lay 
through the good opinion of his order, and it is obvious that 
under such a system as I have been describing this was much 
more likely to be secured by viewing each case as an illus¬ 
tration of a great principle, or an exemplification of a broad 
rule, than by merely shaping it for an insulated forensic 
triumph. A still more powerful influence must have been 
exercised by the want of any distinct check on the suggestion 
or invention of possible questions. Where the data can be 
multiplied at pleasure, the facilities for evolving a general 
rule are immensely increased. As the law is administered 
among ourselves, the judge cannot travel out of the sets of 
facts exhibited before him or before his predecessors. Accord¬ 
ingly each group of circumstances which is adjudicated upon 
receives, to employ a Gallicism, a sort of consecration. It 
acquires certain qualities which distinguish it from every 
other case genuine or hypothetical. But at Rome, as I have 
attempted to explain, there was nothing resembling a Bench 
or Chamber of judges; and therefore no combination of facts 
possessed any particular value more than another. When a 
difficulty came for opinion before the jurisconsult, there was 
nothing to prevent a person endowed with a nice perception 
of analogy from at once proceeding to adduce and consider an 
entire class of supposed questions with which a {mrticular 
feature connected it. Whatever were the practical advice 
riven to the client, the responsum treasured up in the note¬ 
books of listening pupils would doubtless contemplate the 
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circumstances as governed by a great principle, or included 
m a sweeping rule. Nothing like this has ever been possible 
among ourselves, and it should be acknowledged that in many 
criticisms passed on the English law the manner in which it 
has been enunciated seems to have been lost sight of. The 
hesitation of our courts in declaring principles may be much 
more reasonably attributed to the comparative scantiness of 
our precedents, voluminous as they ajipear to him who is 
acquainted uith no other system, than to the temper of our 
judges It Ls true that in the wealth of legal principle we are 
considerably poorer than several modern European nations. 
Hut they, it must be remembered, took the Roman juris¬ 
prudence for the foundation of their civil institutions. They 
linill the debris of the Roman law into their walls; but in the 
materials and \M)rknianshi]) of the residue there is not much 
whic.li distinguishes it favourably from the structure erected 
by the English judKature 

Ihe period of Roman freedom was the period during which 
the stamp of a distinctive character was impressed on the 
Roman jurisprudence; and through all the earlier part of it, 
It was by the Responses cjf the jurisconsults that the develop¬ 
ment of the law wa.s mainly carried on. Hut as wc' approac h 
the fall of the republic there are signs that the Responses are 
assuming a form wdiich must have been fatal to their farther 
exiiansion. 'I'hey are hec oming systematisec,! and reduced into 
compendia. 0. .Mucius .Sc aevola,the Hontifex,is .said to have 
[iiiblishecl a manual of the entire Civil Law, and there are 
traces in the writings of Cicero of growing disrelish for the 
old methiids, as compared with the more active instruments 
of legal innovation. Other agenc'ies had in fact by this time 
been brought to iiear on the l.iw. The Edict, or annual pro- 
c Lunation of the Traitor, had risen into c redit as the prim ipal 
engine of law retorm, and L Cornelius Svlla, hv causing to 
he enacted the great grouji of statutes railed the /.c/jes 
Conielnr. liad shmen what rajiid and speedy improvements 
can he etfected by direst legislation. The final blow to the 
Responses was dealt In .Vugustus, who limited to a few lead¬ 
ing jiiiisconsult.s the right of giv mg binding opinions on rases 
submitted to them, a ehange wlm h, though it brings us nearer 
the ide.is (d tlie modern world, must olivionslv h.uc altered 
fund.unentallv the characteristics of the legal [irofession and 
the nature of its influence on Roman law. At a later period 
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another school of jurisconsults arose, the great lights of juris¬ 
prudence for all time. But Ulpian and Paiilus, Gams and 
Papinian, were not authors of Responses, 'i'hcir works were 
regular treatises on particular departments of the law, more 
especially on the Praetor’s Edict. 

'I'he Equity of the Romans and the Praetorian Kdicl liv 
which It was worked into their system, will be considered in 
the next chapter. Of the Statute Law it is only necessary to 
say that it was scanty during the republic, but became \ery 
soluminous under the em|)ire. In the youth and infanrc of a 
nation it is a rare thing for the legislature to be called into 
action for the general reform of jirivatc law. The c ry of the 
people IS not for change in the laws, whic h are usually sallied 
abos'e their real worth, but solels for their pure, complete, and 
easy administration; and recourse to the legid.itive body is 
generallv directed to the rcmosal of some great abuse, or 
the decision of some incurable cpiarrel between classes and 
d\nasties There seems in the niiniK of the Romans to have 
been some association between the enactment of a large bodv 
of statutes and the settlement of society after a great ci\il 
commotion S)lla signalised liis reconstitution of the republic 
b\ the I.eges ('orneliae; Julius Caesar eontemplatecl \a,st 
additions to the Statute Law; Augustus caused to be passed 
the albimiiortant group of Leges julinc, and among later 
emperors the most actue promulgators of constitutions are 
princes wdio, like Constantine, liave the cone eriis of the woikl 
to reacljust. 'I’he true period of R.om,tn Si.itutc l,.iw iloes not 
begin till the establishment of the emiiire The enai tiiicnts of 
the emperors, clothed at first in the pretem e of [lojiular 
.sam tion, but afterw-ards emanating imclisgmscdly from the 
imperial prerogative, extend in increasing massiveness from 
the ( cinsoliciat ion of .\ugustus’s [lower to the [iiibluation of 
the Code of Justinian. It will be seen that ecen in the mgn 
of the second emperor a considi ralilc a[)pro.\iination is niaclo 
to that condition of the law and that mode of administering 
It w ith w flic h we arc all familiar .\ statute law and a limitecl 
board of expositors have risen into be mg; a [lerrn.menl c ourt 
of a[)[)eal and a collection of a[ii>r<)\ed cominentaries will 
ver\ shortly be acbled; and thus we are brought dose on the 
ideas of our own da). 
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CHAPTER ril 

I \W OF NATURE AND EQUITY 

'I'liE theory of a set of le;ral prmci[)les, entitled by their in¬ 
trinsic superiority to su[)erse(ic the older law, \erv early 
obtained currency both in the Roman state and m Encdand 
Sin h a !)od\ of prin(i])lcs, existint; in any system, has m the 
(orcyoiny ( hapters been denominated Ecjiiity, a term wliw h, as 
will presently he seen, was one (though only one) of the 
designations by whiih this agent of legal change was known 
to the Koni.in jurisconsults The jurisjirudeni e of the Court 
of Chain cry, which hears the name of Equitv in I'higland, 
could only he adequately discussed in a sejiarate treatise. 
It Is ext remclv 1 omplex in Us texture and deru es its materials 
from se\er,il hi-t(‘rogeneoiis sources The earlv ecc lesiastn al 
chancellors contrihutecl to it, from the Canon Law, many of 
the prim iples w-lm h lie deepest m Us st ruiUiiK'. The Roman 
law, more fertile ilian the Canon Law m rules apphc-able to 
scc'ular disputes, was not seldom resorted to h\' a later gene-ra¬ 
tion of Cham ery judges, amid who-.e roc circled du ta we olten 
find ent ire texts from the (Drpm funs Cire/ir imliedded, w itli 
their terms unaltered, though then origin is neser ac know¬ 
ledged .Still more receiulv, and p.utic uiarlv at the middle 
and (luring tiie latter h.ilf of the eighteenth c entury , tlie mixed 
systems of juri'-pnidenc e .ind morals cnnstrueled h\ tlie 
[)iih!icists of tlie I ow Countries .qipear to have been mm h 
studied hv I'ugh^h lawyers, and from the c ham ellorsluji of 
Lord Tulliot 10 the eommem ement of f.ord Iddon's clian- 
eellnrsliip tliese work-- had eon--idei,dile elTec I on the rulings of 
the Court of Cliaiucrs. 1 he svslc m, w Im h obtained Us ingre¬ 

dients from these various cjiiartcrs, was greativ controlled in 
Us grow th in tlie nec cssilx imjcosecl on U of 1 onfurming itself 
to the analogies of the roinmon law , hut u has alwa\s an¬ 
swered the description of a hoch of comparatu elv noxel U _ al 
\w\\\c\\Ao^ > homing to override ihc older jurisprudence oi U\e 
eouniry on the strength of an intrinsic ethical superiority. 
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The Equity of Rome was a much simpler strurture, and its 
development from its first appearaiue can be imu'h more 
easily traced. Both its character and its history dcscri e 
attentive e.xamination. It is the root of several comeptioiis 
ahich have exercised profound influence on Ininian thought, 
and through human thought have seriously afTected the 
destinies of mankind. 

The Romans flescnbed their legal system as lonsisting of 
two ingredients. “All nations,” says the Institutional Trcaiise 
pul.dished under the authority of the Emperor Justuu.in, 
'■ who are ruled by laws and customs, arc governed jiartlv 
b\ their own particular laws, and partly hv those laws which 
are i ommon to all mankind Tlie law which a people enai ts is 
calleti the Civil Law of that people, but that wimh natural 
reason tippomts for all mankind is called the Law of Nations, 
bci'ause all nations use it ” The jiart of the law “ which natiir.d 
reason appoints for all mankind ” was the clement whn h the 
Edict of the Prtetor was siipjiosed to have worked into Rom.in 
junsjinidence Elsewhere it isstyled more simplv Jus Naturale, 
or the Law of Nature; and its ordinances are said to he 
dictated by Natural Equity (naturalts (rquitas) as well as by 
natural reason. I shall attempt to discover the origin of these 
famous phrases, Law of Nations, Law of Nature, Equity, and 
to determine how the conceptions which thev mdiiatc aie 
related to one another. 

The most superfinal student of Roman history must be 
striK k by the extraordinary (iegree in whali the fortunes of 
the republic were alTet ted liy the preseiu e of foreigners, under 
dilferent names, on her soil The laiises of this iiiiiiiicration 
an liisi crnible enoiigli at a later peiiod, for we i ,m readilv 
understand w liv men of all rai es should floe k to the luislres' of 
the World, but the s.uiie jihenonienoii of a large population 
of foreigners and dciii/en^ meets us in llie \’erv e.irlu 1 rei ords 
of the Roman ^(ate .Nhj doubt, the in^tahilitv of soiietv in 
am lent Italv, i onqiosi rl it w.i, m gn at me,i.s:'.re of robin r 
tribm, gate men coiisidcr.ible indu'iinent to lomti- tie in- 
srltfs in the territory of anv lornmunitt strong r ioo. ih to 
protei t itself ,ind them from e.xtirnal .itt.ok, e.en tier ;d) 
pro! I ( 1 loll sliouli i be pun liasi d at the < o .1 of l.c.is v taxation, 
politiial disfrandiiseiiient, and mm'h sin ud Iminiboion It 
Is probable, however, tliat this exjil.ination is imperfcN, and 
tliat it could only be completed b\ taking into auoiint those 
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active commercial relations which, though they are little 
reflected in the military traditions of the republic, Rome 
appears certainly to have had with Carthage and with the 
interior of Italy in pre-historic times. Whatever were the 
circumstances to which it was attributable, the foreign ele¬ 
ment in the commonwealth determined the whole course of 
its history, which, at all its stages, is little more than a narra¬ 
tive of conflicts between a stubborn nationality and an alien 
population. Nothing like this has been seen in modern times; 
on the one hand, because modern European communities have 
seldom or never received any accession of foreign immigrants 
which was large enough to make itself felt by the bulk of the 
native citizens, and on the other, because modern states, 
being held together by allegiance to a king or political superior, 
absorb considerable bodies of immigrant settlers with a quick¬ 
ness unknown to the ancient world, where the original 
citizens of a commonwealth always believed themselves to 
be united by kinsliip in blood, and resented a claim to equality 
of privilege as a usurpation of their birthright. In the early 
Roman republic the principle of the absolute exclusion of 
foreigners pervaded the Civil Law no less than the Constitu¬ 
tion. The alien or denizen could have no share in any in¬ 
stitution supposed to be coeval with the State. He could not 
have the benefit of Qiiiritanan law. He could not be a party 
to the nexum which was at once the conveyance and the con¬ 
tract of the primitive Romans. He could not sue by the 
Sacramental Action, a mode of litigation of which the origin 
mounts up to the very infancy of civilisation. Still, neitlier 
the interest nor the security of Rome permitted him to be 
quite outlawed. All ancient communities ran the risk of being 
overthrown by a very slight disturbance of equilibrium, and 
the mere instinct of self-preservation would force the Romans 
to devise some method of adjusting the rights and duties of 
foreigners, who might otherwise—and this was a danger of 
real impnirtance in the ancient world—have decided their 
controversies by armed strife. Moreover, at no period of 
Roman history was foreign trade entirely neglected. It was 
therefore probably half as a measure of police and half in 
furtherance of commerce that jurisdiction was first assumed 
in disputes to which the parties were either foreigners or a 
native and a foreigner. The assumption of such a jurisdiction 
brought with it the immediate necessity of discovering some 
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principles on which the questions to be adjudicated upon 
could be settled, and the principles applied to this object by 
the Roman lawyers were eminently characteristic of the time. 
They refused, as I have said before, to deciilc the new cases 
by pure Roman Civil I.aw. They refused, no doubt because it 
seemed to involve some kind of degradation, to applv the law 
of the particular State from which the foreign litigant came. 
The expedient to which they resorted was that of selecting 
the rules of law common to Rome and to the different Italian 
communities in which the immigrants were born. In other 
words, they set themselves to form a system answering to the 
primitive and literal meaning of Jus Gentium, that is. Law 
common to all Nations. Jus Gentium was, in f.ict, the sum of 
the common ingredients in the emstoms of the old Italian 
tribes, for they were all the ualtons whom the Romans had 
the means of observing, and who sent successicc swarms of 
immigrants to Roman soil. Whenever a particular usage w.is 
seen to be pr.ictiscd by a large number of scjiaratc races in 
common it was set down as jiart of the I.aw common to all 
Nations, or Jus Gentium, 'riius, .ilthough the conveyance of 
property w.as certainly accompanied by verv' different forms 
in the different commonwealths surrounding Rome, the 
actual transfer, tradition, or delivery of the article intended 
to be conveyed was a part of the ceremonial in all of tliem. 
It was, for instance, a part, though a subordinate part, in the 
M.incipation or conveyance peculi.ir to Rome. Tnuiition, 
therefore, being in all probability the only common ingredient 
in the modes of conveyance which the jurisconsults liaci the 
means of obsersing, was set down as an institution Juris 
Gentium, or rule of the Law common to all Nations. A v,ast 
number of other observances were srnilinised with the .same 
result. Some common characteristic w;us discovered in all of 
them, which had a common object, and this characteristic 
was classed in the Jus Gentium. The Jus Gentium was accord¬ 
ingly a collection of rules an<l principles, determined by 
observation to be common to the institutions which prevailed 
among the various Italian tribes. 

The circumstances of the origin of the Jus Gentium are 
probably a sufficient safeguard against the mistake of sup¬ 
posing that the Roman lawyers had any special respect for it. 
It was the fruit in part of their disdain for all foreign law, and 
in part of their disinclination to give the foreigner the advan- 
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tage of their own indigenous Jus Civile. It is true that we, 
at the present day, should probably take a very different view 
of the jus Gentium, if we were performing the operation which 
was effected by the Roman jurisconsults. VVe should attach 
some vague superiority or precedence to the element which 
we had thus discerned underlying and pervading so great a 
variety of usage. VVe should have a sort of respect for rules 
and principles so universal. Perhaps we should speak of the 
common ingredient as being of the essence of the transaction 
into which it entered, and should stigmatise the remaining 
apparatus of ceremony, which varied in different communities, 
as adventitious and accidental. Or it may be, we should infer 
that the races which we were comparing had once obeyed 
a great system of common institutions of which the Jus 
Gentium was the reproduction, and that the complicated 
usages of separate commonwealths were only corruptions 
and depravations of the simpler ordinances which had once 
regulated their pnmitive state. But the results to which 
modern ideas conduct the observer are, as nearly as possible, 
the reverse of those which were instinctively brought home to 
the primitive Roman. What we respect or admire, he dis¬ 
liked or regarded with jealous dread. The parts of juris¬ 
prudence which he looked upon with affection were e.xactly 
those which a morlern theorist leaves out of consideration 
as accidental and transitory, the solemn gestures of the 
mancipation; the nicely .adjusted questions and answers 
of the verbal contract; the endless formalities of pleading 
and procedure The Jus Gentium was merely a system forced 
on his attention hy a pohtual necessity. He loved it as little 
as he loved the foreigners from whose institutions it was 
derived and for whose benefit it was intended. A complete 
revolution m his ideas was required before it could challenge 
his respect, but so i omplete w.as it when it did occur, that the 
true reuMin why our modern estimate of the Jus Gentium 
differs from that which has just been described, is that both 
modern juns[irudcnce and modem philosophy have inherited 
the matured views of the later jurusconsulls on this subject. 
There did rome a time, when from an ignoble appendage of 
the Jus Civile, the Jus Gentium came to be considered a creat 
though as yet imperfectly developed model to which all law 
ought as far as possible to conform. This crisis arrived when 
the Greek thcorv' of a Law of Nature was applied to the 



Law of Nature and Equity 31 

practical Roman administration of the Law common to all 
Nations. 

The Jus Naturale, or Law of Nature, is simply tlie Jus 
Gentium or Law of Nations seen in the lij;ht of a peculiar 
tlieory. An unfortunate attempt to diseruninate them was 
made by the jurisconsult Ulpiaii, with the propensity to dis¬ 
tinguish characteristic of a lawyer, but the language of Gaius^ 
a much higher authority, and the passage quoted before from 
the Institutes leave no room for doubt, that the expressions 
were practically convertible. The difference between them 
wars entirely histonral, and no distinction in essence could 
ever be established between them. It is almost unnecessary 
to add that the confusion between Jus Gentium, or laiw 
common to all Nations, anil tnlerttaltottal law is entirely 
modern. The classical e.xiiresMon for international law is 
Jus Feriale or the law of negotiation and diplomac y. It is, 
however, unciuestionable that indistinct impressions as to the 
meaning of Jus Gentium had considerable share in producing 
the modern theory that the relations of independent state.s 
arc governed by the Law of Nature. 

It becomes necessary to investigate the Greek conccption.s 
of nature and her law. The word which was rendered 

in the Latin uatura and our nalure, denoted beyond all doubt 
originally the material universe, but it was the material 
universe contemjilated under an aspect whic h—sm.h is our 
intellcc-tual distance from those times—it is not very easy to 
delineate m modern language. Nature signified the physical 
world regarded a-s the result of some [irimordial element or 
l.iw. The oldest Greek philoMiphers hail been acrustoiiied to 
e.xplam the fabric of creation as the iminifeslation of some 
single pnnci[)le which they variously asserted to he move¬ 
ment, force, fire, moisture, or generation In its simplest and 
most ancient sense, Nature is precisely the [ihysical universe 
looked upon in this way a,s tlie manifestation of a princijile. 
,\fterwards, the later Greek sects, returning to a path from 
w hich the greatest intellects of Greet e had meanwhile strayed, 
added the moral to the physical world in the conception of 
Nature. Thev extended the term till it embraced not merely 
the visible creation, butthe thoughts,observances, and aspira¬ 
tions of mankind Still, as before, it was not soldv the moral 
phenomena of human society which they understood by 
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Nature, but these phenomena considered as resolvable into 
some general and simple laws. 

Now, just as the oldest Greek theorists supposed that the 
sports ol chance had changed the material universe from its 
simple primitive form into its present heterogeneous condi¬ 
tion, so their intellectual descendants imagined that but for 
untoward accident the human race would have conformed 
itself to simpler rules of conduct and a less tempestuous life. 
To live according to nature came to be considered as the end 
for which man was created, and which the best men were 
bound to compass. To live according to nature was to rise 
above the disorderly habits and gross indulgences of the 
vulgar to higher laws of action which nothing but self-denial 
and self-command would enable the aspirant to observe. It 
IS notorious that this pro[)osition—live according to nature— 
was the sum of the tenets of the famous Stoic philosophy. 
Now on the subjugation of Greece that philosophy made 
instantaneous progress in Roman society. It possessed 
natural fascinations for the powerful class who, in theory at 
least, arihered to the simple habits of the ancient Italian race, 
and disd.lined to surrender themselves to the innovations ol 
foreign fashions. Such persons began immediately to affect 
the StoK’ precepts of life according to nature—an affectation 
all the more grateful, and, I may add, all the more noble, 
from Its contrast with the unbounded profligacy which was 
being didused through the imperial city by the pillage of the 
world and by the example of its most luxurious races. In 
the front of tlic discijiles of the new Greek school, we might he 
sure, even if we did not know it historically, tliat the Roman 
lawyers figured. We have abundant proof that, there being 
substantially but two professions m the Roman rcjiubhc, the 
military men were generally identified with the jiartv of 
movement, but the lawyers were universally at the head of 
the Jiartv of resistance. 

The alliance of the lawyers with tlic Stoic jihilosophcrs 
lasted through many centuric.s. Some of the earliest names 
in the scries of renowned junsconsults are associated with 
Stoicism, and ultimately we have the golden age of Roman 
jurisprudence fixed by general consent at the era of the 
Antonine C^sars, the most famous disciples to whom that 
philosophy has given a rule of life. The long diffusion of these 
doctrines among the members of a particular profession was 
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sure to affect the art which they practised and mfluenced. 
Several positions winch we find in the remains of the Roman 
jurisconsults are scarcely intelligihlo, unless we use the Stoic 
tenets as our key; but at the same time it is a serious, though 
a very common, error to measure the influence of Stoicism 
on Roman law by couiitmo up the number of lej;al rules whu h 
c;in be confidently affiliated on Stoical dogmas. It has often 
been observed that the strength of Stoicism resided not m 
its canons of conduct, which were often repulsive or ridiculous, 
but in the great though vague principle which it iiiiuluited 
of re.sistaiKC to passion Just m the same way the influence 
on jurisprudence of the (ireek theories, which h.id their most 
distinct expression in Stoicism, consisted not m the number 
of specific positions which they contributed to Roman law, 
but m the single fundamental asstim])tion which they lent 
to it. After nature had become a household won! in the 
mouths of the Romans, the belief gradually prevailed among 
the Roman lawyers that the old Jus (ientium was m fact 
the lost code of Nature, and that the Frxtor in framing an 
Kdictal jurisprudenc e on the pnnciples of the Jus (}cntuim 
wa,s gradually restoring a tyjie from which law had only 
departed to deteriorate. 'I'he inference from this belief was 
immediate, that it wa.s the Praetor’s duty to supersede the 
Civil I^w as much as possible by the ICdict, to revive as far 
as might be the institutions by which Nature had governed 
man in the primitive state Of course, there were many 
impediments to the amelioration of law by this agcnc y. 
There may have been prejudices to overcome even in 
the legal profession itself, and Roman halnt.s were far 
too tenacious to give way at once to mere iihilosojihn al 
theory. The indirect methods by whu h the Relict combated 
certain technical anomalies, show the caution which its 
authors were comiicllcd to observe, and down to the very 
davs of Justinian there was some part of the old law which 
had obstinately resisted its influence. Hut, on the whole, the 
progress of the Romans in legal improvement wtis a.stonish- 
ingly rapid as soon as stimulus was a[i[)hed to it by the theory 
of Natural Law. The ideas of simplification and generalisation 
had always been associated with the conception of Nature; 
simplicity, symmetry, and intelligibility came therefore to be 
regarded as the charactensticx of a good legal system, and 
the taste for involved language, multiplied ceremonials, and 
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useless difficulties disappeared altogether. The strong will^ 
and unusual opportunities of Justinian were needed to bring 
the Roman law to its existing shape, but the ground plan of 
the system had been sketched long before the imperial 
reforms were effected. 

What was the exact point of contact between the old Jus 
Gentium and the Law of Nature? I think that they touch and 
blend through /Lquitas, or Equity in its original sense; and 
here we seem to come to the first appearance in jurisprudence 
of tins famous term, Equity. In examining an expression 
which has so remote an origin and so long a history as this, 
it is always safest to penetrate, if po.ssible, to the simple 
metaphor or figure which at first shadowed forth the con¬ 
ception. It has generally been supposed that jEquitas is tlie 
equivalent of the Greek iVonj?, i.e. the principle of equal 
or proportionate distribution. The equal division of numbers 
or physical magnitudes is doubtless closely entwined with 
our jicrreptions of justice; there are few associations which 
keep their ground in the mind so stubbornly or are dismissed 
from it with such difficulty by the deepest thinkers. Yet in 
tracing the history of this association, it certainly does not 
seem to have suggested itself to very early thought, but is 
rather the offspring of a comparatively late philosophy. It is 
remarkable too that the “ equality " of laws on which the 
Greek democracies prided themselves—that equality which, 
in the beautiful drinking song of Callistratus, Harmodius and 
Aristogiton are said to liave given to Athens—had little in 
common with the “ ei|uity ” of the Romans. The first was 
an equal admini')tration of civil laws among the citizens, 
fiowevcr limited the cla.ss of citizens might be; the last im¬ 
plied tlie applicability of a law, winch was not civil law, to a 
class whuh did not necessarily consist of citizens. The first 
excluded a de.spot; the last included foreigners, and for some 
purposes slaves. On the whole, I should be disposed to look 
in another direction for the germ of the Roman “ Equity.” 
The Latin word ” aiquus ” carries with it more distinctly than 
the Greek “ Tiros ” the sense of h-rlling. Now its levelling 
tendency wa.> exactly the charai teristic of the Jus Gentium, 
which would be most striking to a primitive Roman. The 
pure Quintarian law recognised a multitude of arbitrary 
distinctions between classes of men and kinds of property; 
tlie Jus Gentium, generalised from a comparison of various 
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aistoms, neglected the Quintarian di\ isions. The old Roman 
law established, (or example, a fundamental dilTcrence 
betueen “Agnatic” and “ Cognatic ” relationship, that is, 
between the Family considered as based upon common 
subjection to patriarchal authority and the hamily considered 
(in conformity with modern ideas) .is united through the mere 
fact of a common descent. This distinction disappears in 
the “ law common to all nations,” as also does the dilTcrence 
between the archaic forms of property, 'I'hings “ Mancipi ” 
and Things “ nec Mancijii.” 'ITie neglect of demanatiorts 
and boundaries seems to me, therefore, the feature of the 
Jus (lentium which was depu ted in .Fitmlas. I iin.igine that 
the word wa.s at first a mere desiription of that lonstant 
Iri’dltng or removal of irregulanties which went on whereier 
the praetorian si stem wa.s applied to the rases of foreign 
litigants I’robably no colour of ethual meaning belonged at 
first to the expression; nor is there any re.uson to believe 
that the proiess which it induated was otherwise than ex¬ 
tremely distasteful to the primitive Roman mind. 

On the other hand, the feature of the Jus (lentnim 
which was presented to the apprehension of a Roman 
by the word Eqmtv-, was exm tly the first and most 
vividlv realised rhar.ii teristn of the hypotlietual state of 
nature. .N'ature irnjihed svnimetrual order, first in the 
pliysK .d world, and next in tlie nior.il, and the earliest notion 
of order doubtless involved straight lines, I'ven surfaces, and 
measured distance.s The same sort of picture or figure would 
be un< onsciously before the mind’s eve, whether it strove to 
form the outlines of the supjiosed natur.d state, or whether 
It took in at a glam e the ai tual .idministration of the “ law 
common to all nations and all we know of jiriinitive 
thought would lead us to conclude th.it tins ideal similarity 
would do much to encourage the belief m an identity of the 
two concejitions. Hut then, while the Jus Oentium had 
little or no antecedent credit at Rome, the theory of a 
Law of .Vature came in surrounded with all the prcitige of 
philosophic.al authority, and invested with the channs of 
association with an cider and more blissful condition of tlie 
race It is easy to understand how the diflereni c in the [xiint 
of view would affect the dignity of the term which at once 
described the ojieration of the old principles and the results 
of the new theory, liven to modem ears it is not at all the 
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same thing to describe a process as one of “ levelling ” and 
to call it the “ correction of anomalies,” though the metaphor 
is precisely the same. Nor do I doubt that, when once 
j^lquitas was understood to convey an allusion to the Greek 
theory, associations which grew out of the Greek notion of 
la-orqs began to cluster round it. The language of Cicero 
renders it more than likely that this was so, and it was the 
first stage of a transmutation of the conception of Equity, 
which almost every ethical system which has appeared since 
those days has more or less helped to carry on. 

Something must be said of the formal instrumentality by 
which the principles and distinctions associated, first with the 
Law common to all Nations, and afterwards with the Law of 
Nature, were gradually incorporated with the Roman law. 
At the crisis of primitive Roman history which is marked by 
the expulsion of the Tarquins, a change occurred which has 
its parallel in the early annals of many ancient states, but 
which had little in common with those passages of political 
affairs which we now term revolutions. It may best be 
described by saying that the monarchy was put into com¬ 
mission. 'I lie [lowers heretofore accumulated in the hands of 
a single [lerson were parcelled out among a number of elec¬ 
tive fum tionaries, the very name of the kingly office being 
retained and im[Msed on a personage known subsequently as 
tlie Rex Sacrorum or Rex Sacrificulus. As part of the change, 
the settled duties of the supreme judicial office devolved on 
the Prxtor, at the time the first functionary in the common¬ 
wealth, and together with these duties was transferred the 
undefined supremacy over law and legislation which always 
attached to ancient sovereigns and which is not obscurely 
related to the patriarchal and heroic authority they had once 
enjoyed. The circumstances of Rome gave great import¬ 
ance to the more indefinite portion of the functions thus 
transferred, as with the establishment of the republic began 
that series of recurrent trials which overtook the state, in 
the difficulty of dealing with a multitude of persons wlio, 
not coming within the technical description of indigenous 
Romans, were nevertheless permanently located within 
Roman jurisdiction. Controversies between such per.sons, or 
between such persons and native-born citizens, would have 
remained without the pale of the remedies provided by 
Roman law, if the Praetor had not undertaken to decide them, 
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and he must soon have addressed himself to the more rritioal 
disputes which in the extension of commerce arose tK'twecn 
Roman subjects and avowed foreigners. The great mcreiuse 
ot su( li cases in the Roman Courts about the [leriod of the 
first Punic War is marked In' tlie appointment of a S[)ccial 
Pra;tor, known siibseipiently as the I’rietor Percgnnus, «ho 
gave them his undivided attention. Meantime, one ])rccaution 
of the Roman people against the revival of oppression, had 
consisted in oliliging every magistrate whose duties had any 
tendencv to exjiand tlieir sphere, to publish, on commeiK mg 
his vear of office, an Kdict or proclamation, m which he 
declared the manner m which he intended to administer his 
department. The Prxtor fell under the rule with other 
magistrates; but as it wa.s necessarily impossible to con¬ 
struct each year a sejiarate system of |)rinci|'les, he seems to 
ha\e regularly republished his predecessor’s Kdict with such 
additions and changes as the exigency of the moment or his 
own \iews of the law (om])elled him to introdiue. The 
Prastor’s [iroclamatinn, thus lengthened by a new portion 
everv year, obtained the name of the Kdictum Perpeluum, 
that IS, the contimwus or unhrokfn edict. 'I'he immense 
length to which it extended, together perha[)s with some 
distaste for its necessarily disorderly texture, caused the 
practice of increiusing it to be stojiped in the year of Salvius 
Julianus, who occupied the magistracy m the reign of tlie 
Km])cror Hadrian. The edict of that ITsetor embraced there¬ 
fore the whole body of eipiity jurisprudence, which it proliably 
disposed in new and symmetrical order, and the [lerpeliial 
edict is therefore often cited m Roman law merely a-s the 
Edict of Julianus. 

Perhajis the first inquiry whu h occurs to an Knglishman 
who considers the peculiar mechanism of the Isdict is, what 
were the limitations by which these extensive powers of the 
Praetor were restrained ? Ilow was authority so little definite 
reconciled with a settled condition of society and of law? 
The answer can only be supplied bv careful observation of the 
conditions under which our own I'.nghsh law is administered. 
The Praetor, it should be recolleited, was a jurisconsult him¬ 
self, or a person entirely in the hands of advisers who were 
jurisconsults, and it is probable tliat every Roman lawyer 
waited impatiently for the time when he should fill or control 
the great judicial magistracy. In the interval, his tastes, 
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fcflmt’S, prejudices, and dcpreo of enlipjlitciimcnt weie 
inevit.ihly those of Ins own order, and the qualifications 
whii h he ultimately brouplit to ofTiee were those wliu h he liad 
aiquired m the [iraetire and study of his proftssjnn. An 
IsiiL'li'-h Chamellor goes through precisely the same training, 
and carries to the wooKark the same qiialificaliuns. It is 
certain when he assumes oiliee that he will have, to some 
extent, modified the law before he leaves it; hut until he 
has (|iiitted liis seat, and the scries of his decisions in the I.aw 
Isc'ports has hei-n coropleud, we cannot discover how far 
he has elucidated or addecl to the prmriple.s whieh hm pre- 
dec essors hecjuealhed to iiim 'I’lie mfliieiu e of the Prielcir on 
Koman jurisprudence dilfc reel onlv in respect of the period 
at whic h Its .iinount was aseertamecl As was before st.iteci, 
he was in ollii e hut for a year, and Ins decisions renclered 
dining his year, though of course irreversihle as recardecl the 
htic.ints, were of no ulterior value 'I'hc mcKt natural monic nt 
for declaring the change's he proposed to effect occurred 
tlierc'fore at his c ntranec on the |ii;einrship. and hem c, when 
coiiimetuing Ills duties, lie did openly and avowedly that 
winch in the end liis Ivnglish representative does insensihlv 
and sometimes tini'onsc louslv. '1 In 1 hoc ks on tins ap|,i,irent 

lilieitv ,ire prt'e iselv those iini>oseil cm an Ivnglish jiicljc 
'I he oretic allv there seenis to he harcilv any iiinit to the 
jiowc rs of either of lliein, hut pi.ic tic allv the Ron cm I’l ,eior, 
no less than the Rte'hsh ( h.im ellor, w.is kept willnn the 
n.iiiciwc'st lioiuids hv the pic |iosscssions irnhihed from e.irlv 
tr.mim;; ,iiid hv the stiong resir.unts of profession, d cipinion, 
re-tiMints of which the stnn"et'icv c .m cmlv he aj ipreeialed 
hv those who li.ive person,div experienced theni It rnav he 
added that the hues within whnli movement is permitted, 
and he\ Olid w hu li t heie is to he no t r.iv elhne, vc ere 1 li.ilkc d 
with as mm h chslin'tiuss in the one 1 .isc as m tia other, 
in hii'l.ind the jndu'e tolh'Ws the .uudogies of rejioited 
dc'i isioiis on insnl.itcd croups of t.u ts At Rone, as tlip 
mteivenlion ol tiie I’l.e'oT was ,it first detated hv 'imiae 
(omeiii lor the s,il(tv ol tie st.iie, it is hkelv that 111 the 
e.ulic'st times it w.is pro])o:tioned to th.e d.um :lt\ which it 
.UUic.pled to gel nd of \!t 1 1 w.irds, when the taste for 
[)rim iple had t'cen dilliised hv the Rc'pous, he no ciouhl 
Used the 1 iln t .Is till' me.iiis of givini; a wider iqiplc ition to 
those tund.imental prim iplc'-s, which he and the other pra- tis- 
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rarely interfered with by the legislator, but which seriously 
control the application of every legislative act. 

The period of jurists ends with Alexander Severus. From 
Hadrian to that emperor the improvement of law was carried 
on, as it is at the present moment in most continental 
countries, partly by approved commentaries and partly by 
direct legislation. But in the reign of Alexander Severus the 
power of growth in Roman Equity seems to be exhausted, 
and the succession of jurisconsults comes to a close. The 
remaining history of the Roman law is the history of the 
imperial constitutions, and, at the last, of attempts to codify 
what had now become the unwieldy body of Roman juris¬ 
prudence. We have the latest and most celebrated experiment 
of this kind in the Corpus Juris of Justinian. 

It would be wearisome to enter on a detailed com¬ 
parison or contrast of English and Roman Equity, but 
It may be worth while to mention two features which they 
have in common. The first may be stated as follows. Each 
of them tended, and all such systems tend, to exactly the 
same state in which the old common law was when Equity 
first interfered with it. A time always comes at which the 
moral principles originally adopted have been carried out 
to all their legitimate consequences, and then the system 
founded on them becomes as rigid, as unexpansive, and as 
liable to fall behind moral progress as the sternest code of 
rules avowedly legal. Such an epoch was reached at Rome 
in the reign of Alexander Severus; after which, though the 
whole Roman world was undergoing a moral revolution, the 
Equity of Rome ceased to expand. The same point of legal 
history was attained in England under the chancellorship 
of Lord Eldon, the first of our equity judges who, instead of 
enlarging the jurisprudence of his court by indirect legislation, 
devoted himself through life to explaining and harmonising 
it. If the philosophy of legal history were better understood 
in England, Lord Eldon’s services would be less exaggerated 
on the one hand and better appreciated on the other than 
they appear to be among contemporary lawyers. Other 
misapprehensions too, which bear some practical fruit, would 
perhaps be avoided. It is easily seen by English lawyers that 
English Equity is a system founded on moral rules; but it is 
forgotten that these rules are the morality of past centuries— 
not of the present—that they have received nearly as much 
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application as they are capable of, and that though of course 
they do not differ largely from the ethical creed of our own 
day, they are not necessarily on a level with it. The imperfect 
theories of the subject which are commonly adopted have 
generated errors of opposite sorts. Many wnters of treatises 
on Equity, struck with the completeness of the system in its 
present state, commit themselves expressly or implicitly to 
the paradoxical assertion that the founders of the chancery 
jurisprudence contemplated its present fixity of form when 
they were settling its first bases. Others, again, complain— 
and this is a grievance frequently observed upon in forensic 
arguments—that the moral rules enforced by the Court of 
Chancery fall short of the ethical standard of the present day. 
They would have each Lord Chancellor perform precisely 
the same office for the jurisprudence which he finds ready to 
his hand, which was jjerformed for the old common law by 
the fathers of English equity. But this is to invert the order 
of the agencies by which the improvement of the law is earned 
on. Equity has its place and its time; but I have pointed out 
that another instrumentality is ready to succeed it when its 
energies are spent. 

Another remarkable characteristic of both English and 
Roman Equity is the falsehood of the assumptions upon 
which the claim of the equitable to superiority over the legal 
rule is originally defended. Nothing is more distasteful to 
men, cither as individuals or as masses, than the ad¬ 
mission of their moral progress as a substantive reality. 
This unwillingness shows itself, as regards individuals, in 
the exaggerated respect which is ordinarily paid to the 
doubtful virtue of consistency. The movement of the 
collective opinion of a whole society is too palpable to be 
ignored, and is generally too visible for the better to t)e 
decried; but there is the greatest disinclination to accept it 
as a primary phenomenon, and it is commonly explained as 
the recovery of a lost perfection—the gradual return to a 
state from which the race has lapsed. This tendency to look 
backward instead of forward for the goal of moral progress 
produced anciently, as we have seen, on Roman jurisjirudence 
effects the most serious and permanent. The Roman juris¬ 
consults, in order to account for the improvement of their 
jurisprudence by the Pr®tor, borrowed from Greece the 
doctrine of a Natural state of man—a Natural sodety— 
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anterior to the organisation of commonwealths governed by 
positive laws. In England, on the other hand, a range of 
ideas especially congenial to Englishmen of that day, ex¬ 
plained the claim of Equity to override the common law by 
supposing a general right to superintend the administration 
of justice which was assumed to be vested in the king as a 
natural result of his paternal authority. The same view 
appears in a different and a quainter form in the old doctrine 
that Equity flowed from the king’s conscience—the improve¬ 
ment which had in fact taken place in the moral standard of 
the community being thus referred to an inherent elevation 
in the moral sense of the sovereign. The growth of the 
English constitution rendered such a theory unpalatable 
after a time; but, as the jurisdiction of the Chancery was then 
firmly established, it was not worth while to devise any formal 
substitute for it. The theories found in modem manuals of 
Equity are very various, but all are alike in their untenability. 
Must of them are modifications of the Roman doctrine of a 
natural law, which is indeed adopted in tenour by those 
writers who begin a discussion of the jurisdiction of the Court 
of Chancery by laying down a distinction between natural 
justice and dvil. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE MODERN HISTORY OE THE LAW OE NATURE 


It will be inferred from what has been said that the theory 
which transformed the Roman jurisprudence had no claim to 
philosophical precision. It involved, in fact, one of those 
“ mixed modes of thought ” which are now acknowledged 
to have characterised all but the highest minds during the 
infancy of speculation, and which are far from undiscoverable 
even in the mental efforts of our own day. The Law of 
Nature confused the Past and the Present. Logically, it 
implied a state of Nature which had once been regulated by 
natural law; yet the jurisconsults do not speak clearly or 
confidently of the existence of such a state, which inde^ is 
little noticed by the ancients except where it finds a poetical 
expression in the fancy of a golden age. Natural law, for all 
practical purposes, was something belonging to the present, 
something entwined with existing institutions, something 
which could be distinguished from them by a competent 
observer. The test which separated the ordinances of Nature 
from the gross ingredients with which they were mingled was 
a sense of simplicity and harmony; yet it was not on account 


of their simplicity and harmony that these finer elements 
were primanly respected, but on the score of their descent 
from the aboriginal reign of Nature. This confusion has not 
been successfully explained away by the modem disciples 
of the jurisconsults, and in truth modem speculations on the 
Law of Nature betray much more indistinctness of percep¬ 
tion and are vitiated by much more hopeless ambiguity of 
language than the Roman lawyers ran be justly charged with. 
There are some writers on the subject who attempt to evade 
the fundamental difficulty by contending that the code of 
Nature exists in the future and is the goal to which all civil 
laws are moving, but this is to reverse the assumptions on 
which the old theory rested, or rather perhaps to mix together 
two inconsistent theories. The tendency to look not to the 
past but to the future for types of perfection was brought into 
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the world by Christianity. Ancient literature gives few or no 
hints of a belief that the progress of society is necessarily 
from worse to better. 

But the importance of this theory to mankind has been 
very much greater than its philosophical deficiencies would 
lead us to expect. Indeed, it is not easy to say what turn the 
history of thought, and therefore, of the human race, would 
have taken, if the belief in a law natural had not become 
universal in the ancient world. 

There are two special dangers to which law, and society 
which is held together by law, appear to be liable in their 
infancy. One of them is that law may be too rapidly 
developed. This occurred with the codes of the more progres¬ 
sive Greek communities, which disembarrassed themselves 
with astonishing facility from cumbrous forms of procedure 
and needless terms of art, and soon ceased to attach any 
superstitious value to rigid rules and prescriptions. It was 
not for the ultimate advantage of mankind that they did 
so, though the immediate benefit conferred on their citizens 
may have been considerable. One of the rarest qualities of 
national character is the capacity for applying and working 
out the law, as such, at the cost of constant miscarriages of 
abstract justice, without at the same time losing the hope or 
the wish that law may be conformed to a higher ideal. The 
Greek intellect, with all its nobility and elasticity, was quite 
unable to confine itself within the strait waistcoat of a legal 
formula; and, if we may judge them by the popular courts of 
Athens of whose working we possess accurate knowledge, the 
Greek tribunals exhibited the strongest tendency to confound 
law and fact. The remains of the Orators and the forensic 
commonplaces preserved by Aristotle in his Treatise on 
Rhetoric, show that questions of pure law were constantly 
argued on every consideration which could possibly influence 
the mind of the judges. No durable system of jurisprudence 
could be produced in this way. A community which never 
hesitated to rela.x rules of written law whenever they stood 
in the way of an ideally perfect decision on the facts of 
particular cases, would only, if it bequeathed any body of 
judicial principles to posterity, bequeath one consisting of 
the ideas of right and wrong which happened to be prevalent 
at the time. Such a jurisprudence would contain no frame¬ 
work to which the more advanced conceptions of subsequent 
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ages could be fitted. It would amount at I'lest to a philosophy 
marked with the imperfections of the cnihsation under whuh 
it grew up. 

Few national societies have had their junspnidence 
menaced by this peculiar danger of precocious maturity and 
untimely disintegration. It is certainly doubtful whether 
the Romans were ever seriously threatened by it, but at any 
rate they had adequate protection in their theory of Natural 
Law. For the Natural Liw of the juriscoiiMilts was dis¬ 
tinctly conceived by them as a system which ought gradually 
to absorb civil laws, without superseding them so long ;ls 
they remained unrepealed. There wits no siuh imjiresMon 
of Its sanctity abroad, that an appeal to it would be likely 
to overpower the mind of a judge who was charged with the 
superintendence of a particular litigation. 'I'lic v.iluc and 
serviceablcness of the conception arose from its keejnng 
before the mental vision a ty|)e of perfect law, and from its 
inspiring the hope of an indefinite approximation to it, at 
the same time that it never tempted the jiraitilioner or the 
Citizen to deny the obligation of existing laws wIik h bad not 
yet been adjusted to the theory. It is inijiortant too to 
observe that tliis model system, unlike many of those which 
have mocked men’s hopes in later davs, was not entirely tiie 
product of imagination. It was never thought of as founded 
on quite untested pnmiples The notion was tliat it under¬ 
lay existing law and must be looked for through it. Its 
functions were in short remedial, not revolutionary or 
anarchical. And this, unfortnnatelv, is the exad point at 
which the modern view of a Law of Nature has often (eased 
to resemble tlie ancient. 

The other liability to wliich the infancy of so( lety is exposed 
ha.s prevented or arrested tlie [irogress of far tlie greater jiart 
of mankind. The rigidity of primitive lawq arising ( hiefly 
from Its early assiaiation and identifn ation with religion, 
has chained down the mass of the hum.in race to those views 
of life and conduct whn li they entertained at tlie tune when 
their usages were first consolidated into a systematic form. 
There were one or two races exempted by a marvellous fate 
from this calamity, and grafts from these sloe ks liav c fertilised 
a few modern societies, but it is still true that, over the larger 
part of the world, the perfection of law lias always been 
considered as consisting in adherence to the ground jilan 
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suppKKed to have been marked out by the original legislator. 
If intellect has in such cases been exercised on jurisprudence, 
it has uniformly prided itself on the subtle perversity of the 
conclusions it could build on ancient texts, without discover¬ 
able departure from their literal tenour. I know no reason 
why the law of the Romans should be superior to the laws 
of the Hindoos, unless the theory of Natural Law had given 
it a type of excellence different from the usual one. In this 
one exceptional instance, simplicity and symmetry were 
kept before the eyes of a society whose influence on mankind 
was destined to be prodigious from other causes, as the 
characteristics of an ideal and absolutely perfect law. It is 
impossible to overrate the importance to a nation or profes¬ 
sion of having a distinct object to aim at in the pursuit of 
improvement. The secret of Bentham’s immense influence in 
England during the past thirty years is his success in placing 
such an object before the country. He gave us a clear rule 
of reform. English lawyers of the last century were probably 
too acute to be blinded by the paradoxical commonplace that 
English law was the perfection of human reason, but they 
acted as if they believed it for want of any other principle 
to proceed upwn. Bentham made the good of the community 
take precedence of every other object, and thus gave escape 
to a current which had long been trying to find its way 
outwards. 

It is not an altogether fanciful comparison if we call the 
assumptions we have been describing the ancient counterpart 
of Benthamism. The Roman theory guided men’s efforts 
in the same direction as the theory put into shape by the 
Englishman; its practical results were not widely different 
from those which would have been attained by a sect of law- 
reformers who maintained a steady pursuit of the general 
good of the community. It would be a mistake, however, 
to suppose it a conscious anticipation of Bentham’s principles. 
The happiness of mankind is, no doubt, sometimes assigned, 
both in the popular and in the legal literature of the Romans, 
as the proper object of remedial legislation, but it is very 
remarkable how few and faint are the testimonies to this 
principle compared with the tributes which are constantly 
offered to the overshadowing claims of the Law of Nature. 
It was not to anything resembling philanthropy, but to their 
sense of simplicity and harmony—of what they significantly 
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termed “ elegance ”—that the Roman jurisconsults freely 
surrendered themselves. The coincidence of their labours 
with those which a more precise philosophy would have 
counselled has been part of the good fortune of mankind. 

Turning to the modem history of the law of nature, we 
find it easier to convince ourselves of the vastness of its 
influence than to pronounce confidently whether that influ¬ 
ence has been exerted for good or for evil. The doctrines and 
institutions which may be attributed to it are the material 
of some of the most violent controversies debated in our time, 
as will be seen when it is stated that the theory of Natural 
Law is the source of almost all the special ideas as to law, 
politics, and society which France during the last hundrecl 
years has been the instrument of diffusing over the western 
world. The part played by jurists in French history, and the 
sphere of jural conceptions in French thought, have always 
been remarkably large. It was not indeed in France, but 
in Italy, that the juridical science of modem Europe took its 
rise, but of the schools founded by emissaries of the Italian 
universities in all parts of the continent, and attempted 
(though vainly) to be set up in our island, that established 
in France produced the greatest effect on the fortunes of 
the country. The lawyers of France immediately formed a 
strict alliance with the kings of the house of Capet, and it was 
as much through their assertions of royal prerogative, and 
through their interpreutions of the rules of feudal succession, 
as by the power of the sword, that the French monarchy at 
last grew together out of the agglomeration of provinces and 
dependencies. The enormous advantage which their under¬ 
standing with the lawyers conferred on the French kings in 
the prosecution of their struggle with the great feudatories, 
the aristocracy, and the church, can only be ap[)reciated if 
we take into account the ideas which prevailed in Europe far 
down into the middle ages. There was, in the first place, a 
great enthusiasm for generalisation and a curious admiration 
for all general propositions, and consequently, in the field 
of law, an involuntary reverence for every general formula 
which seemed to embrace and sum up a numl^r of the 
insulated rules which were practised as usages in various 
localities. Such general formulas it was, of course, not 
difficult for practitioners familiar with the Ojrpus Juris or 
the Glosses to supply in almost any quantity. There was, 
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however, another cause which added yet more considerably 
to the lawyers’ power. At the period of which we are speak¬ 
ing, there was universal vagueness of ideas as to the degree 
and nature of the authority residing in written texts of law. 
For the most part, the peremptory preface, Ita scriptum esi, 
seems to have been sufficient to silence all objections. Where 
a mind of our own day would jealously scrutinise the formula 
which had been quoted, would inquire its source, and would 
(if necessary) deny that the body of law to which it belonged 
had any authority to supyersede local customs, the elder jurist 
would not probably have ventured to do more than question 
the applicability of the rule, or at best cite some counter 
proposition from the Pandects or the Canon Law. It is 
extremely necessary to bear in mind the uncertainty of men’s 
notions on this most important side of juridical controversies, 
not only because it helps to explain the weight which the 
lawyers threw into the monarchical scale, but on account of 
the light which it sheds on several curious historical problems. 
The motives of the author of the Forged Decretals and his 
extraordinary success are rendered more intelligible by it. 
And, to take a phenomenon of smaller interest, it assists us, 
though only partially, to understand the plagiarisms of 
Bracton. That an English writer of the time of Henry III. 
should have been able to put off on his countrymen as a 
compiendium of pure English law a treatise of which the entire 
form and a third of the contents were directly borrowed from 
the Corpus Juris, and that he should have ventured on this 
experiment in a country where the systematic study of the 
Roman law was formally proscribed, will always be among 
the most hopeless enigmas in the history of jurisprudence; 
but still it is something to lessen our surprise when we compre¬ 
hend the state of opinion at the period as to the obligatory 
force of written texts, apart from all consideration of the 
source whence they were derived. 

When the kings of France had brought their long struggle 
for supremacy to a successful close, an epoch which may 
be placed roughly at the accession of the branch of Valois- 
Angoulime to the throne, the situation of the French jurists 
was peculiar and continued to be so down to the outbreak 
of the revolution. On the one hand, they formed the best 
instructed and nearly the most powerful class in the nation. 
They had made good their footmg as a privileged order bv 
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the side of the feudal aristocracy, and they had assured their 
influence by an organisation which distributed their profession 
over France in great chartered corporations possessing large 
deflned powers and still larger indefinite claims. In ^1 
the qualities of the advocate, the judge, and the legislator, 
they far excelled their compeers throughout Europe. Their 
juridical tact, their ease of expression, their fine sense of 
analogy and harmony, and (if they may be judged by the 
highest names among them) their passionate devotion to 
their conceptions of justice, were as remarkable as the 
singular variety of talent which they included, a variety 
covering the whole ground between the opposite poles of 
Cujas and Montesquieu, of D'Aguesseau and Dumoulin. 
But, on the other hand, the system of laws which they had to 
administer stood in striking contrast with the habits of mind 
which they had cultivated. The France which had been in 
great part constituted by their efforts was smitten with the 
curse of an anomalous and dissonant jurisprudence beyond 
every other country in Europe. One great division ran 
through the country and separated it into Pays du Droit 
Ecrit and Pays du Droit Coutumier, the first acknowledging 
the written Roman law as the basis of their jurisprudence, 
the last admitting it only so far as it supplied general forms 
of expression, and courses of juridical reasoning which were 
reconcileable with the local usages. The sections thus formed 
were again variously subdivided. In the Pays du Droit 
Couiumter province differed from province, county from 
county, municipality from municipality, in the nature of its 
customs. In the Pays du Droit Ecrit the stratum of feudal 
rules which overlay the Roman law was of the most miscel¬ 
laneous compwsition. No such confusion as this ever existed 
in England. In Germany it did exist, but was too much 
in harmony with the deep political and religious divisions of 
the country to be lamented or even felt. It was the special 
peculiarity of France that an extraordinary diversity of laws 
continued without sensible alteration while the central 
authority of the monarchy was constantly strengthening 
itself, while rapid approaches were being made to complete 
administrative unity, and while a fervid national spirit had 
been developed among the p)eople. The contrast was one 
which fructified in many serious results, and among them we 
must rank the effect which it produced on the minds of the 
E 7?4 
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French lawyers. Their speculative opinions and their intellec¬ 
tual bias were in the strongest opposition to their interests and 
professional habits. With the keenest sense and the fullest 
recognition of those perfections of jurispnidence which con¬ 
sist in simplicity and uniformity, they believed, or seemed to 
believe, that the vices which actually infested French law 
were ineradicable; and in practice they often resisted the 
reformation of abuses with an obstinacy which was not shown 
by many among their less enlightened countrymen. But 
there was a way to reconcile these contradictions. They 
became passionate enthusiasts for Natural Law. The Law 
of Nature overleapt all provincial and municipal boundaries; 
it disregarded all distinctions between noble and burgess, 
between burgess and peasant; it gave the most exalted place 
to lucidity, simplicity and system; but it committed its 
devotees to no specific improvement, and did not directly 
threaten any venerable or lucrative technicality. Natural 
law may be said to have become the common lasv of France, 
or, at all events, the admission of its dignity and claims 
was the one tenet which all French practitioners alike sub¬ 
scribed to. The language of the prte-revolutionary jurists 
in its eulogy is singularly un(|ualified, and it is remarkable 
that the writers on the Customs, who often made it their duty 
to speak disparagingly of the pure Roman law, speak even 
more fervidly of Nature and her rules than the civilians who 
professed an exclusive respect for the Digest and the Code. 
Dumoulin, the highest of all authorities on old French 
Customary Law, has some extravagant jiassages on the Law 
of Nature; and his panegyrics have a peculiar rhetorical 
turn which indicated a considerable departure from the 
caution of the Roman jurisconsults. The hypothesis of a 
Natural Law had become not so much a theory guiding 
practice as an article of speculative faith, and accordingly 
we shall find that, in the transformation which it more recently 
underwent, its weakest parts rose to the level of its strongest 
in the esteem of its supporters. 

The eighteenth century was half over when the most 
critical period in the history of Natural laiw was reached. 
Had the discus.sion of the theory and of its consequences 
continued to be exclusively the employment of the legal 
profession, there would possibly have been an abatement of 
the respect which it commanded; for by this time the Esprti 
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dfs Lois had appeared. Bearing in some exaggerations the 
marks of the excessive violence with which its author's mind 
had recoiled from assumptions usually suffered to pass without 
scrutiny, yet showing m some ambiguities the traces of a 
desire to compromise with existing prejudice, the Ixiok of 
Montesquieu, with all its defects, still proceeiied on that 
Historical Method before whidi the I^w of Nature has 
never maintained its footing for an instant. Its influence on 
thought ought to have been as great as its general popularity; 
but, in fact, it was never allowed time to put it forth, for 
the counter-hypothesis which it seemed destined to destroy 
passed suddenly from the forum to the street, and became the 
key-note of controversies far more exdting than are ever 
agitated in the courts or the schools. 'I'lie person who 
l.umchcd It on its new career wa.s that remarkable man wlio, 
without learning, with few virtues, and with no strength of 
character, has nevertheless stamped himself inefl.iceably on 
history by the force of a vivid imagination, and by the help 
of a genuine and burning love for his fellow-men, for wlncli 
much will always have to be forgiven him. Wc have never 
seen in our own generation—indeed the world has not seen 
more than once or twice in all the course of history—a litera¬ 
ture which has exercised such prodigious influence over the 
minds of men, over every cast and shade of intellect, as that 
which emanated from Rousseau between 1749 and 1762. It 
was the first attempt to re-erect the edifice of human belief 
after the purely n onoclastic efforts commenced by Bayle, and 
in part bv our own Locke, and consummated by Voltaire; 
and besides the superiority wliicli every constructive effort 
will always enjoy over one that is merely destructive, it 
possessed the immense advantage of afipearing amid an all 
but universal scepticism as to tlie soundness of all foregone 
knowledge in matters speculative. Now, in all the sjiei illa¬ 
tions of Rousseau, the central figure, whether arrayed in an 
English dress as the signatory of a social compact, or simply 
stripped naked of all historical qualities, is uniformly Man, 
in a supposed state of nature. Every law or institution 
which would misbeseem this imaginary l>eing under these 
ideal circumstances is to be condemned as having lapsed 
from an original perfection; every transformation of society 
which would give it a closer resemblance to the world over 
which the creature of Nature reigned, is admirable and worthy 
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to be effected at any apparent cost. The theory is still that 
of the Roman lawyers, for in the phantasmagoria with which 
the Natural Condition is peopled, every feature and character¬ 
istic eludes the mind except the simplicity and harmony which 
possessed such charms for the jurisconsult; but the theory 
is, as it were, turned upside down. It is not the Law of 
Nature, but the State of Nature, which is now the primary 
subject of contemplation. The Roman had conceived that 
by careful observation of existing institutions parts of them 
could be singled out which either exhibited already, or could 
by judicious purification be made to exhibit, the vestiges of 
that reign of nature whose reality he faintly affirmed. Rous¬ 
seau’s belief was that a perfect social order could be evolved 
from the unassisted consideration of the natural state, a social 
order wholly irrespective of the actual condition of the world 
and wholly unlike it. The great difference between the views 
is that one bitterly and broadly condemns the present for 
its unlikeness to the ideal past; while the other, assuming the 
present to be as necessary as the past, does not affect to dis¬ 
regard or censure it. It is not worth our while to analyse 
with any particularity that philosophy of politics, art, 
education, ethics, and social relation which was constructed 
on the basis of a state of nature. It still possesses singular 
fascination for the looser thinkers of every country, and is 
no doubt the parent, more or less remote, of almost all the 
prepossessions which impede the employment of the Historical 
Method of inquiry, but its discredit with the higher minds 
of our day is deeji enough to astonish those who are familiar 
with the extraordinary vitality of speculative error. Per¬ 
haps the question most frequently asked nowadays is not 
what is the value of these opinions, but what were tlie causes 
which ga\e them such overshadowing jirominence a hundred 
years ago. The answer is, I conceive, a simple one. The 
study which in the la.st century would best have corrected 
the misapprehensions into which an cxclusue attention to 
legal antiquities is apt to betray was the study of religion. 
But Greek religion, as then understood, was dissipated in 
imaginative myths. The Oriental religions, if noticed at all, 
appeared to be lost in vain cosmogonies. There was but one 
body of primitive records which was worth studying—the 
early history of the Jews. But resort to this was prevented 
by the prejudices of the time. One of the few characteristics 
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which the school of Rousseau had in common with the school 
of V'oltaire was an utter disdain of all religious antiquities; 
and, more than all, of those of the Hehicw race. It is well 
known that it was a point of honour with the re.isoners of 
that day to assume not merely that the institutions called 
after Moses were not duinely dictated, nor e\cn that they 
were codified at a later <iate than that attributed to ilieni, 
but that they and the entire Pentateuch were a gratuitous 
forgery, e.xecuted after the return from the Captivity. I'e- 
barred, therefore, from one chief securiiv against S[)eculati\e 
delusion, the philosophers of l'ran<-c, in their eagerne.ss to 
escape from what they deemed a superstition of the jiriests, 
flung themselves headlong into a superstition of the l.iwyers. 

But tliough the philosophy founded on the hypothesis of 
a state of nature has fallen low m general esteem, in so far 
as it IS looked upon under its coarser ami more jialpahle 
a-spect. It does not follow that in its subtler disguises it has 
lost plausibility, popularity, or power. 1 believe, as I have 
said, that it is still the great antagonist of the Ilistorna! 
Method; and whenever (religious objections apart) any mind 
IS seen to resist or contemn that mode of investigation, it 
will generally be found under the influence of a jirejiidice or 
vicious bias traceable to a conscious or unconscious reliance 
on a non-histonc, natural, condition of society or the indi¬ 
vidual. It 1.S chiefly, however, by allying themsches with 
political and social tendencies that the doctrines of .Vature 
and her law have preserved their energy. Some of these 
tendencies they have stimulated, others they have actually 
created, to a great number they have given expression and 
fonn. They visibly enter largely into the ideas whiih (on- 
stantly radiate from P'ranre over tiie civilised world, and 
thus become part of the general body of thought liy whii h 
its civilisation is modified. The value of tlic inlluem e wlm h 
they thus exercise over the fortune-, of the rai c is of course 
one of the points which our age debates most warmlv, and 
It IS beside the purpose of this treatise to discuss it. I.ooking 
back, however, to the period at which the theory of the slate 
of nature acquired the maximum of jiolitical importance, 
there are few who will deny that it helped most powerfully 
to bring about the grosser disappointments of which the first 
PTench Revolution was fertile It gave birth, or intense 
stimulus, to the vices of mental habit all but universal at the 
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time, disdain of positive law, impatience of experience, and 
the preference of d priori to all other reasoning. In propor¬ 
tion too as this philosophy fixes its grasp on minds which 
have thought less than others and fortified themselves with 
smaller observation, its tendency is to become distinctly anar¬ 
chical. It is surprising to note how many of the Sopkistnes 
Anarckiques which Dumont published for Bentham, and 
which embody Bentham’s exposure of errors distinctively 
French, are derived from the Roman hypothesis in its French 
transformation, and are unintelligible unless referred to it. 
On this point too it is a curious exercise to consult the Moni- 
teur during the principal eras of the Revolution. The appeals 
to the Law and State of Nature become thicker as the times 
grow darker. They are comparatively rare in the Constituent 
Assembly; they are much more frequent in the Legislative; 
in the Convention, amid the din of debate on conspiracy and 
war, they are perpetual. 

There is a single example which very strikingly illustrates 
the effects of the theory of natural law on modem society, 
and indicates how very far are those effects from being 
exhausted. There cannot, I conceive, be any question that 
to the assumption of a Law Natural we owe the doctrine 
of the fundamental equality of human beings. That “ all 
men are equal ” is one of a large number of legal propositions 
which, in progress of time, have become political. The 
Roman jurisconsults of the Antonine era lay down that 
“ omnes homines natura aequales sunt,” but in their eyes 
this is a strictly juridical axiom. They intend to affirm that, 
under the hypothetical Law of Nature, and in so far as positive 
law approximates to it, the arbitrary distinctions which the 
Roman Civil Law maintained between classes of persons 
cease to have a legal existence. The rule was one of consider¬ 
able importance to the Roman practitioner, who required 
to be reminded that, wherever Roman jurisprudence was 
assumed to conform itself exactly to the code of Nature, there 
was no difference in the contemplation of the Roman tribunals 
between citizen and foreigner, between freeman and slave, 
between Agnate and Cognate. The jurisconsults who thus 
expressed themselves most certainly never intended to censure 
the social arrangements under which civil law fell somewhat 
short of its speculative type; nor did they apparently believe 
that the world would ever see human society completely 
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assimilated to the economy of nature. Hut when the doctrine 
of human equality makes its appearance in a modem dross 
it has evidently clothed itself with a new shade of meaning. 
Where the Roman jurisconsult had written “ equales sunt,” 
meaning exactly what he said, the modem civilian wrote 
“ all men are equal ” in the sense of “ alt men ought to be 
e(|ual.” The peculiar Roman idea that natural law coexisted 
with civil law and gradually absorbed it, had evidently been 
lost sight of, or had become unintelligible, and the words 
which had at most conveyed a theory concerning the origin, 
composition, and development of human institutions, were 
beginning to express the sense of a great standing wrong 
suffered by mankind. As early as the beginning of the four¬ 
teenth century, the current language concerning the birih- 
state of men, though visibly intended to be identical with that 
of Ulpian and his contemporaries, has assumed an altoi’Ctlu-r 
different form and meaning. The preamble to the celebrated 
ordinance of King Louis Hutin enfranchising the serls of 
the royal domains would have sounded strangely to Roman 
ears. ‘‘ Whereas, according to natural law, everybody ought 
to be bom free; and by some usages and customs which, 
from long antiquity, have been introduced and kept until 
now in our realm, and peradventure by reason of the misdeeds 
of their predecessors, many persons of our common jK'ople 
have fallen into servitude, therefore, We, etc.” 'I his is the 
enunciation not of a legal rule but of a political dogma; and 
from this time the equality of men is spoken of by the French 
lawyers just as if it were a political truth which hap[)encd to 
have been preserved among the archives of their science. 
Like all other deductions from the hypothesis of a l.aw 
Natural, and like the belief itself in a I.aw of Nature, it was 
languidly assented to and suffered to have little influence on 
opinion and practice until it passed out of the possession of 
the lawyers into that of the literary men of the eighteenth 
century and of the public which sat at their feet. Wiih them 
it became the most distinct tenet of their creed, and was 
even regarded as a summary of all the others. It is probable, 
however, that the power which it ultimately acquired oyer 
the events of 1789 was not entirely owing to its [opnilariiy 
in France, for in the middle of the century it passed over to 
America. The American lawyers of the time, and particularly 
those of Virginia, appiear to ^ve possessed a stock of know- 
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ledge which differed chiefly from that of their English con¬ 
temporaries in including much which could only have been 
derived from the legal literature of continental Europe. A 
very few glances at the writings of Jefferson will show how 
strongly his mind was affected by the semi-juridical, semi- 
popuhu: opinions which were fashionable in France, and we 
cannot doubt that it was sympathy with the peculiar ideas 
of the French jurists which 1 ^ him and the other colonial 
lawyers who guided the course of events in America to join 
the specially French assumption that " all men are born 
equal ” with the assumption, more familiar to English¬ 
men, that “ all men are bom free,” in the very first lines of 
their Declaration of Independence. The passage was one 
of great importance to the history of the doctrine before us. 
The American lawyers, in thus prominently and emphatically 
affirming the fundamental equality of human beings, gave 
an impulse to political movements in their own country, and 
in a less degree in Great Britain, which is far from having yet 
spent itself; but besides this they returned the dogma they 
had adopted to its home in France, endowed with vastly 
greater energy and enjoying much greater claims on general 
reception and respect. Even the more cautious politicians 
of the first Constituent Assembly repeated Ulpian’s proposi¬ 
tion as if it at once commended itself to the instincts and 
intuitions of mankind; and of all the “ principles of 1789 ” 
it is the one which has been least strenuously assailed, which 
has most thoroughly leavened modem opinion, and which 
promises to modify most deeply the constitution of societies 
and the politics of states. 

The grandest function of the Law of Nature was discharged 
in giving birth to modem International Law and to the modem 
Law of War, but this part of its effects must here be dismissed 
with consideration very unequal to its importance. 

Among the postulates whidi form the foundation of Inter¬ 
national Law, or of so much of it as retains the figure which 
it received from its original architects, there are two or three 
of pre-eminent importance. The first of all is expressed in 
the position that there is a determinable Law of Nature. 
Grotius and his successors took the assumption directly 
from the Romans, but they differed widely from the Roman 
jurisconsults and from each other in their ideas as to the mode 
of determination. The ambition of almost every Publicist 
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who has Bourished since the revival of letters has been to 
provide new and more manageable definitions of Nature 
and of her law, and it is indisputable that the conception in 
passing through the long series of writers on Public Law has 
gathered round it a large accretion, coiuisting of fra^ents 
of ideas derived from nearly every theory of ethics which has 
in its turn taken possession of the schools. Yet it is a remark¬ 
able proof of the essentially historical character of the con¬ 
ception that, after all the efforts which have been made to 
evolve the code of nature from the necessary characteristics 
of the natural state, so much of the result is just what it would 
have been if men had been satisfied to adopt the dicta of 
the Roman lawyers without questioning or reviewing them. 
Setting aside the Conventional or Treaty Law of Nations, it 
is surprising how large a part of the system is made up of pure 
Roman law. Wherever there is a doctrine of the jurisconsults 
affirmed by them to be in harmony with the Jus Gentium, 
the publicists have found a reason for borrowing it, however 
plainly it may bear the marks of a distinctively RomAn 
origin. We may observe too that the derivative theories 
are afflicted with the weakness of the primary notion. In 
the majority of the Publicists, the mode of thought is still 
“ mixed." In studying these writers, the great difficulty 
is always to discover whether they are discussing law or 
morality—whether the state of international relations they 
describe is actual or ideal—whether they lay down that which 
is, or that which, in their opinion, ought to be. 

The assumption that Natural Law is binding on states 
inter se is the next in rank of those which underlie Inter¬ 
national Law. A series of assertions or admissions of this 
principle may be traced up to the very infancy of modem 
juridical science, and at first sight it seems a direct inference 
from the teaching of the Romans. The dvil condition of 
society being distinguished from the natural by the fact that 
in the first there is a distinct author of law, while in the last 
there is none, it appears as if the moment a number of units 
were acknowledged to obey no common sovereign or political 
superior they were thrown back on the ulterior behests of 
the Law Natural. States are such units; the hypothesis of 
their independence excludes the notion of a common lawgiver, 
and draws with it, therefore, according to a certain range of 
ideas, the notion of subjection to the pnraeval order of nature. 



Ancient Law 


58 

The alternative is to consider independent communities as 
not related to each other by any law, but this condition of 
lawlessness is exactly the vacuum winch the Nature of the 
junsconsults abhorred. There is certainly apparent reason 
for thinking that if the mind of a Roman law> er rested on any 
sphere from which civil law was banished, it would instantly 
fill the void with the ordinances of Nature. It is never safe, 
however, to assume that conclusions, however certain and 
immediate in our own eyes, were actually drawn at any period 
of history. No passage has ever been adduced from the 
remains of Roman law which, in my judgment, proves the 
junsconsults to have believed natural law to have obligatory 
force between indeiiendent commonwealths; and we cannot 
but see that to ciii/.cii- of the Roman empire who regarded 
their sovereign’s dominions as ( imterminous with civilisation, 
the equal subjection of states to the Law of Nature, if con¬ 
templated at all, must have seemed at most an extreme result 
of curious spec illation. The truth appears to be that modern 
International Lav, undoubted as is its descent from Roman 
law, IS only cunneited with it by an irregular filiation. The 
early modern intcrjircters of the jurisjirudcnce of Rome, 
misconceiving the meaning of Jus Gentium, assumed with¬ 
out hesitation that the Romans had bequeathed to them a 
vvstem of rules for the adjustment of international tran.sac- 
tums. This “ Law of Nations ” was at first an authority 
which had formidable competitors to strive with, and the 
condition of Kurojie vvas long such as to preclude its uni¬ 
versal rcc ejuion. Gradually, however, the western world 
arrangecl it.self in a form more favourable to the theory of 
the civilians; circunistanccs destroved the credit of nval 
doctrines; and at last, at a peculiarly fehntous conjuncture, 
.'\vala and Grotuis were able to obtain for it the enthusiastic 
assent of Liiropc, an assent whieh has been over and ov er again 
renewed in every variety of solemn engagement. The great 
men to whom its triumph is chietly owing attempted, it need 
scarcelv he said, to place it on an entirely new basis, and it is 
unquestionable that in the course of this displacement they 
altered mueli of its slrvutvire, though far less of it than is 
commonly supposed. Having adojited from the .Anionine 
junsconsults the position that the Jus Gentium and the Jus 
Naturae were identical, Grotius, with his immediate pre¬ 
decessors and Ins immediate successors, attributed to the 
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I.au of Nature an authority wtiu h rsouhi inner ['crhaps hau' 
bun (iaimeil for it, it “ l^iw of Nations " luui not in that a:,e 
lieen an ambiouuus cxprcN^ion. The\ laui dow n nnreserv edl\ 
that Natural Law is the r ode of stati and thus put in opi. la 
tion a prorcss whnh has eontiniud alniost down to oiii own 
d.is, the protest of enuraftino on tin- inti m.itloii.d '\stiin 
ruks whu h are supiio'-cd to lia\e hem eioUid Iroin the 
una'-sisted 1 ontmipl.itmn of the i oin eption ot N.iture I'ln i e 
IS too one i onsequeiii e of immense praetna! import.one to 
mankind w hu h, tlioupli not unknown duniv., tiu e.irb modem 
history of Kurope, was inter i le.irlv or uniters.ilK mknow' 
ledv’ed til! the doi t rmes of the ("iroti.in s< hool h.n! pot .nlisl. 
It the SI), iet\ of nations is potirned fi\ N.itm.d l..i\t, the 
atoms wlinh mmjiose it must hi .il>'ohitelt equal Mm 
under the sieptre (>1 N.iture are .dl equal, and .u i oidinuly 
commonwealths are equal if the mtetnatioiial .st.ite he one 
of nature '1 he [imposition th.U itnh pendent rommumln s, 
how( M r ditlerent m si/e and |)ow i r, ate .ill i qnal in the s u w 
of the law ot mitions, has larpi l\ , ontrihuted to the h.ippini ss 
of mankind, ihouph it is mnst.mth thre.iti m d h\ the jHihtn .d 
lendeni les of ein h smiessite ajii It is .i doitrme whnh 
prohahK would m \i r haee ohtaini d a s,,;ire footing; at all 
if International L<iw had not lieen entiiih. <hri\iil from tin 
majestn I hums of .N’.ituie hs tin I’uhlii i I wlio wmte allei 
the res i\ al of letters 

On tlie w hole, howei i r it is .istom dan;;, .t ■ I !i.i \ e oli i r \ ed 
hifore. how sm.dl a jiiojiortion tin .olihtious m.ule to Inter 
n.ition.d I .iw siiii e (irotius's d.i'. hi.ir to tl.i inuridnuts 
w 1 iK h ha \ e hi I n siinjiK taken (mm the nio -t .iin n iil ,t r.it iiiii 
of the Ihiman |us (jintium Xiqnisition ,! iirritnri hm 
a!wa\s him tin pre.it sjmr of n.itmn.d u:' .mil ii,r 

ruh s wlilih p'oNirn this .u quisition, toi.'itlnr witli tin rnh s 
which modi rate ll.e w.irs m whnli it too friquinih- ri uli 
nriiiiirelv transrriixd from tin [sirt of tin 1 iomii l.iw w hn h 
tri ats of till moik's of .o quiriui; [It' p'I's ; <rr ffotium 1 i,' e 

modes of ai quisitlon wen ohfa.'.’K d h\ l;,< ild'rjuri lomuhn 

a.s 1 ha\e attunjited to exjilain, hy alistraitinu a lominon 
uy.;redient from tire u aui s ofiir'.id to [ir's-ii! .uuon' tin 
\arious tribes siirroundm;; Koinr , and. ham.:' i" i ii ' bi <d 
on an ount of tin ir oriem m thi “ l.iw c nmmon to .ill n O ion 
this wen ihou'tlhl by tin ! I'er l.iw ■. r rs to fi' m on tin i ore 
of their simpln it\, w itii the more ri > c nt torn < ption of a Liw 
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Natural. They thus made their way into the modem Law of 
Nations, and the result is that those parts of the international 
lystem which refer to d(minion, its nature, its limitations, the 
modes of acquiring and securing it, are pure Roman Property 
Law—so much, that is to say, of the Roman Law of Property 
as the Antonine jurisconsults imagined to exhibit a certain 
congruity with the natural state. In order that these chapters 
of International Law may be capable of application, it is neces¬ 
sary that sovereigns should be related to each other like the 
members of a group of Roman proprietors. This is another of 
the postulates which lie at the threshold of the International 
Code, and it is also one which could not possibly have been 
subscribed to during the first centuries of modem European 
history. It is resolvable into the double proposition that 
“ sovereignty is territorial,” i.e. that it is always asso¬ 
ciated with the proprietorship of a limited portion of the 
earth’s surface, and that “ sovereigns inter se are to be 
deemed not paramount, but absolute, owners of the state’s 
tenitory.” 

Many contemporary writers on International Law tacitly 
assume that the doctrines of their system, founded on prin¬ 
ciples of equity and common sense, were capable of being 
readily reasoned out in every stage of modem civilisation. 
But this assumption, while it conceals some real defects of the 
international theory, is altogether untenable, so far as regards 
a large part of modem history. It is not true that the authority 
of the Jus Gentium in the concerns of nations was always un¬ 
contradicted; on the contrary, it had to struggle long against 
the claims of several competing systems. It is again not true 
that the territorial character of sovereignty was always recog¬ 
nised, for long after the dissolution of the Roman dominion 
the minds of men were under the empire of ideas irreconcile- 
able with such a conception. An old order of things, and of 
views founded on it, had to decay—^a new Europe, and an 
apparatus of new notions congenial to it, had to spring up— 
before two of the chiefest piostulates of International I^w 
could be universally conceded. 

It is a consideration well worthy to be kept in view, that 
during a large part of what we usually term modem history 
no such conception was entertained as that of “ territorial 
sovereignty.” ^vereignty was not associated with dominion 
over a portion or subdivision of the earth. The world had lain 
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for so many centurifs under the shadow of Imperial Rome as 
to have forgotten that distribution of the vast spaces com¬ 
prised in the empire which had once parcelled them out into 
a number of indepiendcnt commonwealths, claiming immunity 
from extrinsic interference, and pretending to ecjuality of 
national rights. After the subsidence of the barbarian irrup¬ 
tions, the notion of sovereignty that prevailed seems to have 
been twofold. On the one hand it assumed the form of what 
may be called “ friie-sovereignty.” The Franks, the Bur¬ 
gundians, the Vandals, the Lombards, and Visigoth.s were 
masters, of course, of the territories which they occupied, 
and to which some of them have given a geographical 
appellation; but they based no claim of right u[xm the fact 
of territorial possession, and indeed attached no importance 
to it whatever. They appear to have retained the traditions 
which they brought with them from the fore.st and the steppe, 
and to have still been in their own view a patriarchal society, 
a nomad horde, merely encamped for the time upon the soil 
which afforded them sustenance. Part of Tran.salpine Gaul, 
with part of Germany, had now become the country de fculo 
occupied by the Franks—it was P'rance, but the Merovingian 
line of chieftains, the descendants of Clovis, were not Kings 
of France, they were Kings of the P'ranks. The alternative 
to this peculiar notion of sovereignty appears to have been 
—and this is the important point -the idea of universal 
dominion. The moment a monarch departed from the special 
relation of chief to clansmen, and became solicitous, for pur¬ 
poses of his own, to invest himself with a novel form of sove¬ 
reignty, the only precedent which suggested itself for his 
adoption was the domination of the Hlmfjcrors of Rome. To 
parody a common quotation, he became “ aut Catsar aui 
nuUus.” Either he pretended to the full prerogative of the 
Byzantine Emperor, or he had no political sUtus whatever. 
In our own age, when a new dyna.sty is desirous of obliterating 
the prescriptive title of a deposed line of sovereigns, it takes 
its designation from the people, instead of the lernlory. lhas 
we have Emperors and Kings of the P ranch, and a King of 
the Belgians. At the period of which we have been speaking, 
under similar circumstances a different alternative presented 
itself. The Chieftain who would no longer call himself King 
of the tnbe must claim to be Emperor of the world. Thu.s, 
when the hereditary Mayors of the Palace had ceased to 
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compromise with the monarchs they had long since virtually 
dethroned, they soon became unwilling to call themselves 
Kings of the Franks, a title which belonged to the displaced 
Merovings; but they could not style themselves Kings of 
France, for such a designation, though apparently not un¬ 
known, was not a title of dignity. Accordingly they came 
forward as aspirants to universal empire. Their motive has 
been greatly misapprehended. It has been taken for granted 
liy recent French writers that Charlemagne was far before Ins 
age, (juite as much in the character of his designs as in the 
energy with which he jirosecuted them. Whether it be true or 
not that anybody is at any time before his age, it is certainly 
true tliat Charlemagne, in aiming at an unlimited dominion, 
was emphatically taking the only course which tlie charac¬ 
teristic ideas of his age permitted him to follow. Of his 
intellectual eminence there cannot be a question, but it is 
proved by his acts and not by his theory. 

These singularities of view were not altered on the partition 
of the inheritance of Charlemagne among his three grandsons. 
Charles the liald, Lewis, and Lothair were still theoretic.dly 
—if It be proper to use the word—Emperors of Rome. Just 
as the C.esars of the Eastern and Western Empires had each 
been de jure emperor of the whole world, with de facto control 
over half of it, so the three Carlovingians appear to have con¬ 
sidered their jKiwer as limited, but their title as unqualified. 
The same speculative universality of sovereignty continued 
to be associated with the Imperial liirone after the second 
division on the death of Charles the Fat, and, indeed, was 
never ihoroughlv dissociated from it so long as the empire of 
Germany lasted. Territorial sovereignty—tlie view which 
connects .sovereignty with the pos.session of a limited portion 
of the earth’s surface—was distinctly an offshoot, though a 
tardy one, of feudalum. This might have been expected d 
priori, for it was feudalism wfiidi for the first time linked 
personal duties, and by conseijuence personal rights, to the 
ownerslu]) of land. Wliatcver be the proper view of its origin 
and legal nature, the best mode of vividly picturing to our¬ 
selves the feudal organisation is to begin with the basis, to 
consider the relation of the tenant to the patch of soil which 
created and limited his services—and then to mount up, 
through narrowing circles of supcr-feudation, till we approxi- 
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mate to the apex of the svstem Where that summit exactly 
was during the later portion of the dark ages it is not easy to 
decide. Probably, whore\er the conception of trilH' soee- 
reignty had really derated, the tojmiost [xunt w.is al\v,iys 
as.signed to the supposed siu < es^or of the (',es,n s ,,( th,- West, 
Hut before long, when the aetu,il sphere of Iinperuil ,uit!iontv 
had immensely contracted, and when the emperors li,ui con¬ 
centrated the scanty remains of their jxiwcr u[X)n ("ierm,iny 
and North It,dy, the highest feud,d superiors in all the out- 
1 \ ing jxutions of the former Carlos ingian empire found them- 
seises pr.ictically without ,i su[>reine he,ui Cir,idu,i!l\ thiy 
habitmited theinselses to the new sitmUion, .ind the l,o t of 
immunity put at last out of sight the theors of <!. pendenc e, 
but there are many symptoms th.it this t li.inge w.is not ijuile 
easily ai 1 otnplisheti, ,md, mdeul, to the impression tiiit in 
the nature of things there must neiess.irilv be a 1 ulmm.itmg 
dotnmation somewhere, we m.iy, 110 d.uibt, retrr the in- 
< reasing tendency to .ittribute se<ul.ir siip'rioriiv to the 
See of Rome. 'I'he completion of the first st.ige in the reyolu 
tlon of opinion ts m.irked, of course, hy the .ui'-ssion of the 
Capetmn d\na.st\’ in hr.ince When the feudal prime o| ,i 
limited territory surroiiiKling P.iris bi.'iii, from tin .uiidint 
of his uniting an uiuisu.d number of su/i r.unties in his own 
[icrson, to call himself Ki’ni of luvue, he bu .line kiiic m ipiite 
a new sense, a sos ereign st.uidmg m tin s.imr n 1 iiiou lo tht 
sod of hr.inre as the b.iron to his est.ite, the ti mint to his 
friehold I'he pniedcnt, Imwe', ir, w.is intienlid as it 
w.is nosel, and tlie form of the mon.trihv in l-iime h.id 
\isible edects m hastening (h.u..:es wlm U were il 1 whirr 
firof |•(■dJng III the same dire iiori. I he kmcshiji of o n .\nglo 
Saxon reeal houses w.m midway betwi 1 n tla- > hiejt.un hip ol 
a tribe and a terrilori.d supr'm.uy, but the sup'rmril . of 
the Norman moiiari hs, imit.itid from th.it of the Kin.' of 
I'rtinic, was distindly a territorial m.-, i i. lynt•, 1 my -ub 

seipicnt dominion whn h was < -i.ibli-.fu d or 1 oii olid.i!i d w,m 
formed on tlie Liter modi 1 wiuim, N’.iplM, .md tin prm 
(ipalities founded on the rum - of mumi ipal iri' doin in Indy, 
were all under rulers whose som rngnt \ w.m K rriiori.d I < w 
things, 1 may add. are more <urious th.in the gr.id i.d l.ipa- 
of the Vfitcitans from one view to the otlif r At tin ' om 
mencement of its foreign conijucsts, the n iwhlic reg.irded 
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itself as an antitype of the Roman commonwealth, govern¬ 
ing a number of subject provinces. Move a century onwards, 
and you find that it wishes to be looked upon as a corporate 
sovereign, claiming the rights of a feudal suzerain over its 
possessions in Italy and the JEge&n. 

During the period through which the popular ideas on 
the subject of sovereignty were undergoing this remarkable 
change, the system which stood in the place of what we now 
call International Law, was heterogeneous in form and incon¬ 
sistent in the principles to which it appealed. Over so much 
of Europe as was comprised in the Romano-German empire, 
the connection of the confederate states was regulated by 
the complex and as yet incomplete mechanism of the Imperial 
constitution; and, surprising as it may seem to us, it was a 
favourite notion of German lawyers that the relations of 
commonwealths, whether inside or outside the empire, ought 
to be regulated not by the Jus Gentium, but by the pure 
Roman jurisprudence, of which Caesar was still the centre. 
This doctrine was less confidently repudiated in the outlying 
countries than we might have supposed antecedently; but, 
substantially, through the rest of Europe feudal subordina¬ 
tions furnished a substitute for a public law; and when those 
were undetermined or ambiguous, there lay behind, in theory 
at least, a supreme regulating force in the authority of the 
head of the Church. It is certain, however, that both feudal 
and ecclesiastical influences were rapidly decaying during the 
fifteenth, and even the fourteenth century; and if we closely 
examine the current pretexts of wars, and the avowed 
motives of alliances, it will be seen that, step by step with the 
displacement of the old principles, the views afterwards 
harmonised and consolidated by Ayala and Grotius were 
making considerable progress, though it was silent and but 
slow. Whether the fusion of all the sources of authority would 
ultimately have evolved a system of international relations, 
and whether that system would have exhibited material 
differences from the fabric of Grotius, is not now possible to 
decide, for as a matter of fact the Reformation annihilated all 
its potential elements except one. Beginning in Germany, 
it divided the princes of the empire by a gulf too broad 
to be bridged over by the Imperial supremacy, even if 
the Imperial superior had stood neutral. He, however, was 
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forced to take colour with the churcJi against the reformer!; 
the Po[)C was, as a matter of course, in the same iiredicaincnt; 
and thus the two authorities to whom la-longed the office of 
mediation between comltatants became themselves the chiefs 
of one great faction in the schism of the nations. Feudalism, 
already enfeebled and discredited as a principle of public 
relations, furnished no bond whatever which was stable 
enough to countervail the alliances of religion In a condition, 
therefore, of public law winch was little less than chaotic, 
those views of a state system to which the Roman juriscon¬ 
sults were supposed to have given their sanction alone 
remained standing. The shape, the symmetry, and the 
prominence which they assumed in the hands of (irotius are 
known to every educated man; but the great marvel of the 
Treatise “ lie Jure Belli et Bacis.” was its ra[)id, complete, 
and universal success. I'lie horrors of the 1 hirty Years War, 
the Ixnindless terror and pity whnh the unbridled license of 
the soldiery was exciting, must, no doulit, be taken to explain 
that success in some measure, but they do not wholly account 
for it. \>ry little ja-netration into the ideas of that age is 
reepired to convince one that if the ground plan of the inter¬ 
national edifice which was sketched in the great book of 
Grotius had not appeared to he theoretic ally (lerfec t, it would 
have been discarcJcd by jurists and ncgleited liy statesmen 
and soldiers. 

It is obvious that the speculative perfection of the Grotian 
system is intimately connected with that coni r|)tion of terri¬ 
torial sovereignty which we have lieen discussing 1 he theory 
of International Law assumes that commonwr.ilths are, 
relatively to each other, in a state of nature; hut the com- 
jKincnt atoms of a natural society must, by the fundamental 
assumption, be insulated and indepencient of each other. If 
there be a higher power connecting them, however shgiitly 
and occasionally by the claim of common supremacy, the 
very conception of a common suj>eric>r introduces the notion 
of positive law, and excludes the idea of a law natural. It 
follows, therefore, that if the universal sur.erainly of an 
Imperial head had been admitted even in bare theory, the 
labours of Grotius wcjuld have been .die. Nor is this the only 
point of junction liclween modem public law and those views 
of sovereignty of which I have endeavoured to describe the 
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development. I have said that there are entire departments of 
international jurisprudence which consist of the Roman Law 
of Property. What then is the inference ? It is, that if there 
had been no such change as I have described in the estimate 
of sovereignty—if sovereignty had not been associated with 
the proprietorship of a limited portion of the earth, had not, 
in other words, become territorial—three parts of the Groti'- 
theory would have been incapable of application. 
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CHAPTER V 

PRIMITIVE SOCIETY AND ANHENT LAW 

The necessity of submitting the subject of jurisprudence to 
scientific treatment has never been entirely lost sight of in 
modem times, and the essays which the consciousness of this 
necessity has produced have proceeded from minds of very 
various calibre, but there is not much presumption, I think, 
in asserting that what has hitherto stood in the place of a 
science has for the most part been a set of guesses, those very 
guesses of the Roman lawyers which were examined in the 
two preceding chapters. A series of explicit statements, 
recognising and adopting these conjectural theories of a 
natural state, and of a system of principles congenial to it, has 
been continued with but brief interruption from the days of 
their inventors to our own. They appear in the annotations 
of the Glossatore who founded modem jurispmdence, and in 
the writings of the scholastic jurists who succeeded them. 
They are visible in the dogmas of the canonists. They are 
thrust into prominence by those civilians of marvellous 
emdition, who flourished at the revival of ancient letters. 
Grotius and his successors invested them not less with 
brilliancy and plausibility than with practical importance. 
They may be read in the introductory chapters of our own 
Blackstone, who has transcribed them textually from Bur- 
lamaqui, and wherever the manuals published in the present 
day for the guidance of the student or the practitioner begin 
with any discussion of the first principles of law, it always 
resolves itself into a restatement of the Roman hypothesis. 
It is however from the disguises with which these conjectures 
sometimes clothe themselves, quite as much as from their 
native form, that we gain an adequate idea of the subtlety 
with which they mix themselves in human thought. The 
Lockeian theory of the origin of Law in a Social Compact 
scarcely conceals its Roman derivation, and indeed is only the 
dress by which the ancient views were rendered more attrac¬ 
tive to a particular generation of the modems; but on the 
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other hand the theory of Hobbes on the same subject was 
purposely devised to repudiate the reality of a law of nature 
as conceived by the Romans and their disciples. Yet these 
two theories, which loag divided the reflecting politicians of 
England into hostile camps, resemble each other strictly in 
their fundamental assumption of a non-historic, unverifiable, 
condition of the race. Their authors differed as to the char¬ 
acteristics of the prse-sodal state, and as to the nature of 
the abnormal action by which men lifted themselves out 
of it into that social organisation with which alone we are 
acquainted, but they agreed in thinking that a great chasm 
separated man in his primitive condition from man in society, 
and this notion we cannot doubt that they borrowed, con¬ 
sciously or unconsciously, from the Romans. If indeed the 
phenomena of law be regarded in the way in which these 
theorists regarded them—that is, as one vast complex whole 
—it is not surprising that the mind should often evade the 
task it has set to itself by falling back on some ingenious con¬ 
jecture which (plausibly interpreted) will seem to reconcile 
everything, or else that it should sometimes abjure in despair 
the labour of systematization. 

From the theories of jurisprudence which have the same 
speculative basis as the Roman doctrine two of much celebrity 
must be excepted. The first of them is that associated with the 
peat name of Montesquieu. Though there are some am¬ 
biguous expressions in the early part of the Esprit dts Lois, 
wliich seem to show its writer’s unwillingness to break quite 
openly with the views hitherto popular, the general drift 
of the book is certainly to indicate a very different conception 
of its subject from any which had been entertained before. 
It has often been noticed that, amidst the vast variety of 
examples which, in its immense width of survey, it sweeps 
together from supposed systems of jurisprudence, there is 
an evident anxiety to thrust into especial prominence those 
manners and institutions which astonish the civilised reader 
by their uncouthness, strangeness, or indecency. The inference 
constantly suggested is, that laws are the creatures of climate, 
local situation, accident, or imposture—the fruit of any 
causes except those which appear to operate with tolerable 
constancy. Montesquieu seems, in fact, to have looked on 
the nature of man as entirely plastic, as piassively reproducing 
the impressions, and submitting implicitly to the impulses. 
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which it receives from without. And here no doubt lies the 
error which vitiates his system as a system. He greatly 
underrates the stability of human nature. He pays little 
or no regard to the inherited qualities of the race, those 
qualities which each generation receives from its predecessors, 
and transmits but slightly altered to the generation which 
follows it It is quite true, indeed, that no complete account 
can be given of social phenomena, and consequently of laws, 
till due allowance has been made for those modifying causes 
which are noticed in the Esprit des Lois; but their number 
and their force appear to have been overestimated by Mon¬ 
tesquieu. Many of the anomalies which he parades have 
since been shown to rest on false report or erroneous con¬ 
struction, and of those which remain not a few prove the 
permanence rather than the variableness of man’s nature, 
since they are relics of older stages of the race which have 
obstinately defied the influences that have elsewhere had 
effect. The truth is that the stable part of our mental, moral, 
and physical constitution is the largest part of it, and the 
resistance it opposes to change is such that, though the 
variations of human society in a portion of the world are 
plain enough, they are neither so rapid nor so extensive 
that their amount, character, and general direction cannot 
be ascertained. An approximation to truth may be all that 
is attainable with our present knowledge, but there is no 
reason for thinking that is so remote, or (what is the same 
thing) that it requires so much future correction, as to be 
entirely useless and uninstructive. 

The other theory which has been adverted to is the his¬ 
torical theory of Bentham. This theory which is obscurely 
(and, it might even be said, timidly) propounded in several 
parts of Bentham’s works is quite distinct from that analysis 
of the conception of law which he commenced in the “ Frag¬ 
ment on Government,” and which was more recently com¬ 
pleted by Mr. John Austin. The resolution of a law into a 
command of a particular nature, imposed under special con¬ 
ditions, does not affect to do more than protect us against 
a difficulty—a most formidable one certainly—of language. 
The whole question remains open as to the motives of societies 
in imposing these commands on themselves, as to the con¬ 
nexion of these commands with each other, and the nature of 
their dependence on those which preceded them, and which 
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they have superseded. Bentham suggests the answer that 
societies modify, and have always modified, their laws accord¬ 
ing to modifications of their views of general expediency. It 
is difficult to say that this proposition is false, but it certainly 
appears to be unfruitful. For that which seems expedient 
to a society, or rather to the governing part of it, when it 
alters a rule of law is surely the same thing as the object, 
whatever it may be, which it has in view when it makes the 
change. Expediency and the greatest good are nothing more 
than different names for the impulse which prompts the modi¬ 
fication; and when we lay down expediency as the rule of 
change in law or opinion, all we get by the proposition is the 
substitution of an express term for a term which is necessarily 
implied when we say that a change takes place. 

There is such wide-spread dissatisfaction with existing 
thcones of junspnidence, and so general a conviction that they 
do not really solve the questions they pretend to dispose of, 
as to justify the suspicion that some line of inquiry necessary 
to a perfect result has been incompletely followed or alto¬ 
gether omitted by their authors. And indeed there is one 
remarkable omission with which all these speculations are 
chargeable, except perhaps those of Montesquieu. They take 
no account of what law has actually been at epiochs remote 
from the particular period at which they made their appear¬ 
ance. Their originators carefully observed the institutions of 
their own age and civilisation, and those of other ages and 
civilisations with which they had some degree of intellectual 
svmpathy, but, when they turned their attention to archaic 
stales of society which exhibited much superficial difference 
from their own, they uniformly ceased to observe and began 
guessing. 'I’he mistake which tliey committed is therefore 
analogous to the error of one wlio, in investigating the i.iws 
of the material universe, should commence by contemplating 
the existing pliysical world as a wliole, instead of beginning 
with the particles which are its simplest ingredients. One 
does not certainly .see why such a scientific solecism should 
be mure defensible 111 junsprudence than m any other region 
of thought. It would seem anleccdentlv that we ought to 
commence with the simplest social forms in a state as near 
as possible to their nidimentarv' condition. In other words, 
if we followed the course usual m such inquiries, we should 
penetrate as far up as we could in the history of primitive 
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societies. The phenomena which early societies present us 
with are not easy at first to understand, but the difiiculty 
of grappling with them bears no projxirtion to the perplexities 
which beset us in considering the b.iffiing entanglement of 
modem social organisation. It is a difficulty arising from their 
strangeness and uncouthness, not from their number and 
complexity. One does not readily get over the surprise 
which they occasion when looked at from a modern point 
of view; but when that is surmounted they are few enough 
and simple enough. Uut even if they gave more trouble 
than they do, no pains would be wiustcd in ascertaining 
the germs out of which has assuredly been unfolded every 
form of moral restraint which controls our actions and 
sliapcs our conduct at the present moment. 

The rudiments of the social state, so far as they are known 
to us at all, arc known through testimony of tlirce sorts— 
accounts by contemporary observers of civilisations less 
advanced than their own, the records which p.irticular races 
have preserved concerning their primitive history, and am lent 
law. The first kind of evidence is the best we could have 
expected. As societies do not advance concurrently, liut at 
difierent rates of progress, there have been epochs at which 
men trained to liabits of methodical observation have re.tlly 
been in a position to watch and describe the infancy of man¬ 
kind. T.icitus made the most of such an opjxirtuniiy; but 
the Germany, unlike most celebrated classical isooks, lias not 
induced others to follow the excellent example set fiy its 
author, and the amount of this sort of testimony which we 
possess is exceedingly small. Tlie lofty contempt which a 
civilised people entertains for liarharousncighhours has cau.scd 
a remarkable negligence in oliscrvmg them, and this careless¬ 
ness has been aggravated at times by fear, by religious pre¬ 
judice, and even by the use of these very terms—civilisation 
and barbansm—which convey to most jicrsons the imjiression 
of a difference not merely in degree but in kind. Kven the 
Germany has been suspected by some critits of sacrificing 
fidelity to poignancy of contrast and pii turcsfjueness of narra- 
tue. Other histories too, wliidi have been handed down to us 
among the archives of the pcojile to wiiosc infancy they relate, 
have been thought distorted by the jiride of rare or by the 
religious sentiment of a newer age. It is important then to 
observe that these suspicions, whether groundless or rational, 
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do not attach to a great deal of archaic law. Much of the old 
law which has descended to us was preserved merely because 
it was old. Those who practised and obeyed it did not pretend 
to understand it; and m some cases they even ndiculed and 
despised it. They offered no account of it except that it had 
come down to them from their ancestors. If we confine our 
attention, then, to those fragments of ancient institutions 
which cannot reasonably be supposed to have been tampered 
with, we are able to gain a clear conception of certain great 
characteristics of the society to which they originally be¬ 
longed. Advancing a step further, we can apply our know¬ 
ledge to systems of law which, like the Code of Menu, are 
as a whole of suspicious authenticity; and, using the key we 
have obtained, we are in a position to discriminate those 
portions of them which are truly archaic from those which 
have been affected by the prejudices, interests, or ignorance 
of the compiler. It will at least be acknowledged that, if 
the materials for this process are sufficient, and if the com¬ 
parisons be accurately executed, the methods followed are 
as little objectionable as those which have led to such 
surprising results in comparative philology. 

The effect of the evidence derived from ''omparative juris- 
pnidence is to establish that view of the primeval condition 
of the human race which is known as the Patriarchal Theory. 
There is no doubt, of course, that this theory was originally 
based on the Scrijitural history of the Hebrew patriarchs in 
Lower Asia; but, as has been explained already, its con¬ 
nexion with Scripture rather militated than otherwise against 
its reception as a complete theory, since the majonty of the 
inquirers who till recently addressed themselves with most 
earnestness to the colligation of social phenomena, were either 
influenced by the strongest prejudice against Hebrew antiqui¬ 
ties or by the strongest desire to construct their system with¬ 
out the assistance of religious records. Even now there is 
perhaps a disposition to undervalue these accounts, or rather 
to decline generalising from them, as forming part of the 
traditions of a Semitic people. It is to he noted, however, 
that the legal testimony comes nearly cxclusiscly from the 
institutions of societies belonging to the Indo-European stock, 
the Romans, Hindoos, and Sclavonians supplying the greater 
part of it; and indeed the difTiculty at the present stage of 
the inquiry, is to know where to stop, to say of what races 
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of men it is not allowable to lay down that the society in 
which they are united was originally organised on the 
patriarchal model. The chief lineaments of such a society, 
as collected from the early chapters in Genesis, I need not 
attempt to depict with any minuteness, both because tliey 
are familiar to most of us from our earliest childliood, and 
because, from the interest once attaching to the controversy 
which takes its name from the debate between Locke and 
Filmer, they fill a whole chapter, though not a very profit¬ 
able one, in English literature. The points which he on the 
surface of the history are these:—The eldest male jiarcnt— 
the eldest ascendant—is absolutely supreme in his houseliold. 
flis dominion e.xtends to life and death, and is as un(|uahfied 
o\-er his children and their houses as over his slaves; indeed 
the relations of sonship and serfdom appear to differ in little 
bcNond tlie higher ra[)acity which the cliild in blood [lossesses 
of becoming one day tlie head of a family himself. The flocks 
and herds of the chiklren are the flocks and herds of the father, 
and the possessions of the parent, which he holds in a repre¬ 
sentative rather than in a proprietary character, are eipially 
divided at his death among his descendants in tlie first 
degree, the eUlest son sometimes receiving a double share 
under the name of birthright, but more generally endowed 
with no hereditary advantage bevond an honor,irv prei edencc. 
A less obvious inference from the Scriptural accounts is that 
thev seem to plant us on the traces of the breai h which is first 
effected in the empire of the jiarent The families of Jaiob 
and Esau sejiarate and form two nations; but the families 
of Jacob's chiklren hold together and become a people This 
looks like the immature germ of a state or commonwealth, 
and of an order of rights superior to the claims of family 
rel.ition. 

If I were attempting for tlie more special purposes of 
the jurist to express < ompendiously the characteristus of the 
situation in whicti mankind disclose themselses at the dawn 
of their historv, I shoulcf be .satisfied to rjuote a few verses 
from the Odyssee of Homer: 

reiciv 5' our’ po\j\rj*^6poi oCrt O^inorti. 

fxatTTor 

TalSujy dXXiJXwK d\^yoL'(riy. 

“ They have neither assemblies for consultation nor thrmtsles, 
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but every one exercises jurisdiction over his wives and his 
children, and they pay no regard to one another.” These 
lines are applied to the Cyclops, and it may not perhaps be 
an altogether fanciful idea when I suggest that the Cyclops 
is Homer’s type of an alien and less advanced civilisation; 
for the almost physical loathing which a primitive com¬ 
munity feels for men of widely different manners from its 
own usually expresses itself by describing them as monsters, 
such as giants, or even (which is almost always the case in 
Oriental mythology) as demons. However that may be, the 
verses condense in themselves the sum of the hints which are 
given us by legal antiquities. Men are first seen distributed 
in [lerfectly insulated groups, held together by obedience to 
the parent. Law is the parent’s word, but it is not yet in the 
condition of those thennstes which were analysed in the first 
chapter of this work. When we go forward to the state of 
society in which these early legal conceptions show them¬ 
selves as formed, we find that they still partake of the mystery 
and spontaneity which must have seemed to characterise a 
despotic father’s commands, but that at the same time, 
inasmuch as they proceed from a sovereign, they presuppose 
a union of family groups in some wider organisation. The 
next question is, what is the nature of this union and the 
degree of intimacy which it involves. It is just here that 
an haic law renders us one of the greatest of its services and 
fills up a gap which otherwise could only have been bridged 
by conjecture. It is full, in all its provinces, of the clearest 
indications that society in primitive times was not what it is 
assumed to be at present, a collection of individuals. In fact, 
and in the view of the men who composed it, it was an aggrega¬ 
tion of families. The contra.st may be most forcibly expressed 
by saying that the unit of an ancient society was the Family, 
of a modern society the Individual We must be prepared to 
find in ancient law all the consequences of this difference. It 
IS so framed as to be adjusted to a system of small independent 
corporations. It is therefore scanty, because it is supple¬ 
mented by the despotic commands of the heads of households. 
It is ceremonious, because the transactions to which it pays 
regard resemble international concerns much more than the 
quick play of intercourse between individuals. Above all it 
has a peculiarity of which the full importance cannot be 
shown at present. It takes a view of life wholly unlike any 
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which appears in developed jurisprudence. Corporations 
never die, and accordingly primitive law considers the entities 
with which it deals, i.e. the patriarchal or family groups, as 
perpetual and inextinguishable. This view is dosely allied 
to the peculiar aspect under which, in very andent times, 
moral attributes present themselves. The moral elevation 
and moral debasement of the individual apjiear to be con¬ 
founded with, or postponed to, the merits and offences of the 
group to which the individual belongs. If the community 
sins, its guilt is much more than the sum of the offences 
committed by its members; the crime is a corporate act, and 
extends in its consequences to many more persons than have 
shared in its actual perpetration. If, on the other hand, the 
individual is conspicuously guilty, it is his children, his 
kinsfolk, his tribesmen, or his fellow-citizens, wlio suffer with 
him, and sometimes for him. It thus happens that the ideas 
of moral responsibility and retnbution often seem to be more 
clearly realised at very ancient than at more advanced 
periods, for, as the family group is immortal, and its liability 
to punishment indefinite, the primitive mind is not per¬ 
plexed by the questions which become troublesome as soon as 
the individual is conceived as altogether separate from the 
group. One step in the transition from the ancient an<l simjile 
view of the matter to the theological or metaphysual explana¬ 
tions of later days is marked by the early Greek notion of an 
inherited curse. The bequest received by his posterity from 
the original criminal was not a liability to punishment, but 
a liability to the commission of fresh offences which drew 
with them a condign retnbution; and thus the resjionsibility 
of the family was reconciled with the newer phase of thought 
which limited the conseijuences of crime to the person of the 
actual delinquent. 

It would be a very simple explanation of the origin of 
society if we could base a general conclusion on the hint 
furnished us by the .Scriptural example already adverted to, 
and could suppose that communities began to exist wherever 
a family held together instead of separating at the death 
of its patriarchal chieftain. In most of the Greek stales and 
in Rome there long remained the vestiges of an ascending 
series of groups out of which the State was at first constituted. 
The Family, House, and Tribe of the Romans may be taken 
as the type of them, and they are so descnlied to us that we 
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can scarcely help conceiving Ihem as a system of concentric 
circles which have gradually expanded from the same point. 
The elementary group is the Family, connected by common 
subjection to the highest male ascendant. The aggregation 
of Families forms the Gens or House. The aggregation of 
Houses makes the Tribe. The aggregation of Tribes consti¬ 
tutes the Commonwealth. Are we at liberty to follow these 
indications, and to lay down that the commonwealth is a 
collection of persons united by common descent from the 
progenitor of an original family? Of this we may at least be 
certain, that all ancient societies regarded themselves as 
having proceeded from one original stock, and even laboured 
under an incapacity for comprehending any reason except 
this for their holding together in political union. The history 
of political ideas begins, in fact, with the assumption that 
kinship in blood is the sole possible ground of community 
in political functions; nor is there any of those subver¬ 
sions of feeling, which we term emphatically revolutions, so 
startling and so complete as the change which is accomplished 
when some other principle—such as that, for mstance, of 
local contiguity —establishes itself for the first time as the 
basis of common political action. It may be affirmed then of 
early commonwealths that their citizens considered all the 
groups in which they claimed membership to be founded on 
common lineage. What was obviously true of the Family 
was believed to be true first of the House, next of the Tribe, 
lastly of the State. And yet we find that along with this belief, 
or, if we may use the word, this theory, each community 
preserved records or traditions which distinctly showed that 
the fundamental assumption was false. Whether we look 
to the Greek states, or to Rome, or to the Teutonic aristo¬ 
cracies in Ditmarsh which furnished Niebuhr with so many 
valuable illustrations, or to the Celtic clan associations, or 
to that strange social organisation of the Sclavonic Russians 
and Poles which has only lately attracted notice, everywhere 
we discover traces of passages in their history when men of 
alien descent were admitted to, and amalgamated with, the 
original brotherhood. Adverting to Rome singly, we perceive 
that the primary group, the Family, was being constantly 
adulterated by the practice of adoption, while stories seem 
to have been always current respecting the exotic extraction 
of one of the original Tribes and concerning a large addition 
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to the houses made by one of the early kings. The composition 
of the state, uniformly assumed to be natural, was neverthe¬ 
less known to be in great measure artificial. This conflict 
between belief or theory and notorious fact is at first sight 
extremely p>erplexing; but what it really illustrates is the 
efficiency with which Legal Fictions do their work in the 
infancy of society. The earliest and most extensively em¬ 
ployed of legal fictions was that which permitted family 
relations to be created artificially, and there is none to which 
I conceive mankind to be more deeply indebted. If it had 
never existed, I do not see how any one of the primitive groups, 
whatever were their nature, could have absorbed another, 
or on what terms any two of them could have combined, 
except those of absolute superiority on one side and absolute 
subjection on the other. No doubt, when with our modem 
ideas we contemplate the union of independent communities, 
we can suggest a hundred modes of carrying it out, the 
simplest of all being that the individuals comprised in the 
coalescing groups shall vote or act together according to local 
propinquity; but the idea that a number of persons should 
exercise political rights in common simply because they 
happened to live within the same topographical limits was 
utterly strange and monstrous to primitive antiquity. The 
expedient which in those times commanded favour was 
that the incoming population should feign ihtmselves to be 
descended from the same stock as the people on whom they 
were engrafted; and it is precisely the good faith of this 
fiction, and the closeness with which it seemed to imitate 
reality, that we cannot now hope to understand. One cir¬ 
cumstance, however, which it is important to recollect, is 
that the men who formed the various political groups were 
certainly in the habit of meeting together periodically, for 
the purpose of acknowledging and consecrating their associa¬ 
tion by common sacrifices. Strangers amalgamated with the 
brotherhood were doubtless admitted to these sacrifices; and 
when that was once done we can believe that it seemed 
equally easy, or not more difficult, to conceive them as sharing 
in the common lineage. The conclusion then which is sug¬ 
gested by the evidence is, not that all early societies were 
formed by descent from the same ancestor, but that all of 
them which had any permanence and sob'dity either were so 
descended or assumed that they were. An indefinite number 
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of causes may have shattered the primitive groups, but wher¬ 
ever their ingredients recombined, it was on the model or 
principle of an association of kindred. Whatever were the 
fact, all thought, language, and law adjusted themselves 
to the assumption. But though all this seems to me to 
be established with reference to the communities with 
whose records we are acquainted, the remainder of their 
history sustains the position before laid down as to the 
essentially transient and terminable influence of the most 
powerful Legal Fictions. At some point of time—probably 
as soon as they felt themselves strong enough to resist ex¬ 
trinsic pressure—all these states ceased to recruit themselves 
by factitious extensions of consanguinity. They necessarily, 
therefore, became Aristocracies, in all cases where a fresh 
[xipulation from any cause collected around them which 
could put in no claim to community of origin. Their sternness 
in maintaining the central [irinciple of a system under which 
political rights were attainable on no terms whatever except 
connexion in blood, real or artificial, taught their inferiors 
another principle, which proved to be endowed with a far 
higher measure of vitality. This was the principle of local 
contipaty, now recognised everywhere as the condition of 
community in political functions. A new set of political ideas 
came at once into existence, which, being those of ourselves, 
our contemporaries, and in great measure of our ancestors, 
rather obscure our perception of the older theory which they 
vanquished and dethroned 

The Family then is the type of an archaic society in all the 
modifications which it was capable of assuming; but the 
fainilv here spoken of is not exactly the family as understood 
bv a modem In oriler to reach the ancient conception we 
must give to our modern ideas an important extension and 
an inqxirtant limitation. We must look on the family as 
constantly enlarged by the absorption of strangers within 
its circle, and we mu.st try to regard the fiction of adoption 
as so closely simulating the reality of kinship that neither 
law nor opinion makes the slightest dilTercnce between a real 
and an adoptive connexion. On the other hand, the persons 
theoretically amalgamated into a family by their common 
descent are practically held together by common obedience 
to their highest living a.scendant, the father, grandfather, or 
great-grandfather. The patriarchal authority of a chieftain 
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is as necessary an ingredient in the notion of the family group 
as the fact (or assumed fact) of its having sprung from his 
loins; and hence we must understand that if there be any 
persons who, however truly includeri in the brotherhood by 
virtue of their blood-relationship, have nevertheless dt facto 
withdrawn themselves from the empire of its ruler, they are 
always, in the beginnings of law, considered as lost to the 
family. It is this patriarchal aggregate—the modem family 
thus cut down on one side and extended on the other—■ 
which meets us on the threshold of primitive juri'-prudencc. 
Older probably than the State, the Tribe, and the House, 
it left traces of itself on private l:iw long after the House and 
the Tribe had been forgotten, and long after consanguinity 
had ceased to be associated with the composition of States. 
It will be found to have stamped itself on all tlie great dep.irt- 
ments of jurisprudence, and may be detected, I think, as the 
true source of many of their most imjxirtant and most 
durable characteristics. At the outset, the peculiarities of law 
in its most ancient state lead us irrcsi.stibly to the conclusion 
tliat it took precisely the same \iew of tlic family group which 
is taken of individual men by the systems of rights and 
duties now prevalent throughout Kurope. There arc societies 
open to our observation at this very moment whose laws and 
usages can scarcely be explained unless they are sigiposed 
never to have emerged from tins primitive condition, but in 
communities more fortunately circumstanced the fabric of 
jurisprudence fell gradually to pieces, and if we carefully 
observe the disintegration we shall perceive that it took place 
principally m those portions of each system which were most 
deeply affected by the primitive conccjition of the family. 
In one all-importani instance, that of the Roman law, the 
change was effected so slowly, that from epoch to ('[loeli we 
can observe the line and direction which it followed, and can 
even give some idea of the ultimate result to which it was 
tending. And, in pursuing this last inquiry, we need not 
suffer ourselves to be stopped by the imaginary harrier which 
separates the modern from the ancient world. For one eflc ct 
of that mixture of refined Roman law with primitive barbaric 
usage, which is known to us by the deceptive name of feudal¬ 
ism, was to revive many features of archaic jurisprudeiiee 
which had died out of the Roman world, so that the decoin' 
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position which had seemed to be over commenced again, and 
to some extent is still proceeding. 

On a few systems of law the family organisation of the 
earliest society has left a plain and broad mark in the life¬ 
long authority of the Father or other ancestor over the 
person and property of his descendants, an authority which 
we may conveniently call by its later Roman name of Patria 
Potestas. No feature of the rudimentary associations of 
mankind is deposed to by a greater amount of evidence than 
this, and yet none seems to have disappeared so generally 
and so rapidly from the usages of advancing communities. 
Gaius, writing under the Antonines, describes the institution 
as distinctively Roman. It is true that, had he glanced across 
the Rhine or the Danube to those tribes of barbarians which 
were exciting the curiosity of some among his contemporaries, 
he would have seen examples of patriarchal power in its 
crudest form; and in the far East a branch of the same 
ethnical stock from which the Romans sprang was repeating 
their Patria Potestas in some of its most technical incidents. 
But among the races understood to be comprised within 
the Roman empire, Gaius could find none which exhibited 
an institution resembling the Roman “ Power of the Father,” 
except only the Asiatic Galata. There are reasons, indeed, as 
it seems to me, why the direct authority of the ancestor 
should, in the greater number of progressive societies, very 
shortly assume humbler proportions than belonged to it in 
their earliest state. The implicit obedience of rude men to 
their parent is doubtless a primary fact, which it would be 
absurd to explain away altogether by attributing to them 
any calculation of its advantages; but, at the same time, if 
it is natural in the sons to obey the father, it is equally natural 
that they should look to him for superior strength or superior 
wisdom. Hence, when societies are placed under circum¬ 
stances which cause an espiecial value to be attached to bodily 
and mental vigour, there is an influence at work which tends 
to conflne the Patria Potestas to the cases where its possessor 
is actually skilful and strong. When we obtain our first glimpse 
of organised Hellenic society, it seems as if supereminent 
wisdom would keep alive the father’s power in persons whose 
bodily strength had decayed; but the relations of Ulysses and 
Laertes in the Odysstt appear to show that, where extra¬ 
ordinary valour and sagacity were united in the son, the father 
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in the decrepitude of age was deposed from the headship of the 
family. In the mature Greek jurisprudence, the rule advances 
a few steps on the practice hinted at in the Homeric literature; 
and though very many traces of stringent family obligation 
remain, the direct authority of the p>arent is limited, as in 
European codes, to the nonage or minority of the cliildrcn, 
or, in other words, to the period during which their mental 
and physical inferiority may always be presumed. The Roman 
law, however, with its remarkable tendency to innovate on 
ancient usage only just so far as the exigency of the common¬ 
wealth may require, preserves both the primeval institution 
and the natural limitation to which I conceive it to have been 
subject. In every relation of life in which the collective 
community might have occasion to avail itself of his wisdom 
and strength, for all purposes of counsel or of war, the filius 
familias, or Son under Power, was as free as his father. It 
was a maxim of Roman jurisprudence that the Patria Potestas 
did not extend to the Jus Publicum. Father and son voted 
together in the city, and fought side by side in the field; in¬ 
deed, the son, os general, might happen to command the 
father, or, as magistrate, decide on his contracts and punish 
his delinquencies. But in all the relations created by Private 
Law, the son lived under a domestic despotism which, con¬ 
sidering the severity it retained to the last, and the number 
of centuries through which it endured, constitutes one of the 
strangest problems in legal history. 

The Patria Potestas of the Romans, which is necessarily 
our type of the primeval paternal authority, is equally diffi¬ 
cult to understand as an institution of civilised life, whether 
we consider its incidence on the person or its effects on pro¬ 
perty. It is to be regretted that a chasm which exists in its 
history cannot be more completely filled. So far as regards 
the person, the parent, when our information commences, has 
over his children the^'iM mUe necisque, the p>ower of life and 
death, and i fortiori of uncontrolled corporal chastisement; 
he can modify their personal condition at pleasure; he can 
give a wife to his son; he can give his daughter in marriage; 
he can divorce his children of either sex; he can transfer 
them to another family by adoption; and he can sell them. 
Late in the Imp)erial period we find vestiges of all these powers, 
but they are reduc^ within very narrow limits. The un¬ 
qualified right ol domestic chastisement has become a right 
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of bringing domestic offences under the cognisance of the 
civil magistrate; the privilege of dictating marriage has 
declined into a conditional veto; the liberty of selling has 
been virtually abolished, and adoption itself, destined to lose 
almost all its ancient importance in the reformed system of 
Justinian, can no longer be effected without the assent of the 
child transferred to the adoptive parentage. In short, we are 
brought very close to the verge of the ideas which have at 
length prevailed in the modem world. But between these 
widely distant epochs there is an interval of obscurity, and 
we can only guess at the causes which permitted the Patria 
Potestas to last as long as it did by rendering it more tolerable 
than it appears. The active discharge of the most important 
among the duties which the son owed to the state must have 
tempered the authority of his parent if they did not annul it. 
We can readily persuade ourselves that the paternal des¬ 
potism could not be brought into play without great scandal 
against a man of full age occupying a high civil office. During 
the earlier history, however, such cases of practical emancipa¬ 
tion would be rare compared with those which must have 
been created by the constant wars of the Roman republic. 
The military tribune and the private soldier who were in the 
field three-quarters of a year during the earlier contests, at 
a later period the proconsul in charge of a province, and the 
legionaries who occupied it, cannot have had practical reason 
to regard themselves as the slaves of a despotic master; and 
all tiiese avenues of escape tended constantly to multiply 
themselves. Victories led to conquests, conquests to occu¬ 
pations ; the mode of occupation by colonies was exchanged 
for the system of occupying proeinccs by standing armies. 
Each step in advance was a call for the expatriation of more 
Roman citizens and a fresh draft on the blood of the failing 
Latin race. We may infer, I think, that a strong sentiment 
in favour of the relaxation of the Patna Potestas had become 
fixed by the time that the pacification of the world com¬ 
menced on the establishment of the Empire. The first serious 
blows at the ancient institution are attributed to the earlier 
Caesars, and some isolated interferences of Trajan and Hadrian 
seem to have prepared the ground for a senes of express 
enactments which, though we cannot alwa)-s determine their 
dates, we know to have limited the father’s powers on the 
one hand, and on the other to have multiplied facilities for 
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their voluntary surrender. The older mode of getting rid of 
the Potestas, by effecting a triple sale of the son’s person, 
is evidence, I may remark, of a very early feeling against the 
unnecessary prolongation of the powers. The rule which 
declared tliat the son should be free after having been three 
times sold by his father seems to have been originally meant 
to entail penal consequences on a practice which revolted 
even the imperfect morality of the primitive Roman. But 
even before the publication of the Twelve Tables it had been 
turned, by the ingenuity of the jurisconsults, into an ex¬ 
pedient for destroying the parental authority wherever the 
father desired that it should cease. 

Many of the causes which helped to mitigate the stringency 
of the father’s power over the persons of his children are 
doubtless among those which do not lie upon the face of 
history. We cannot tell how far public opinion may have 
paralysed an authority which the law conferred, or how far 
natural affection may have rendered it endurable. But though 
the powers over the person may have been latterly nominaJ, 
the whole tenour of the extant Roman jurisprudence suggests 
that the father’s rights over the son’s property were always 
exercised without scniple to the full extent to which they 
were sanctioned by law. There is nothing to astonish us in the 
latitude of these rights when they first show theniseKes. 
The ancient law of Rome forbade the Children under Power 
to hold property apart from their parent, or (we should 
rather say) never contemplated the possibility of thoir 
claiming a separate ownership. The father was entitled to 
take the whole of the son’s acquisitions, and to enjoy the 
benefit of his contracts without being entangled in any 
compensating liability. So much as this we should cx])cct 
from the constitution of the earliest Roman society, for we 
can hardly form a notion of the primitive family group unless 
we suppose that its members brought their earnings of all 
kinds into the common stock while they were unable to bind 
it by improvident individual engagements. The true enigma 
of the Patna Potestas does not reside here, but in the slowness 
with which these proprietary privileges of the parent were 
curtailed, and in the circumstance that, before they were 
seriously diminished, the whole civilised world was brought 
within their sphere. No innovation of any kind was attempted 
till the first years of the Empire, when the acquisitions of 
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soldiers on service were withdrawn from the operation of the 
Patria Potestas, doubtless as part of the reward of the armies 
which had overthrown the free commonwealth. Three cen¬ 
turies afterwards the same immunity was extended to the 
earnings of persons who were in the civil employment of the 
state. Both changes were obviously limited in their appli¬ 
cation, and they were so contrived in technical form as to 
interfere as little as possible with the principle of Patria 
Potestas. A certain qualified and dependent ownership had 
always been recognised by the Roman law in the perquisites 
and savings which slaves and sons under pewer were not 
compelled to include in the household accounts, and the 
special name of this permissive property, Peculium, was 
applied to the acquisitions newly relieved from Patria Potes¬ 
tas, which were called in the case of soldiers Castrense Pecu¬ 
lium, and Qiiasi-castrense Peculium in the case of civil 
servants. Other modifications of the parental privileges fol¬ 
lowed, which showed a less studious outward respect for the 
ancient principle. Shortly after the introduction of the Quasi- 
castrense Peculium, Constantine the Great took away the 
father’s absolute control over property which his children had 
inherited from their mother, and reduced it to a usufruct, or 
life-interest. A few more changes of slight importance fol¬ 
lowed in the Westein Empire, but the furthest pioint reached 
was in the East, under Justinian, who enacted that unless 
the acquisitions of the child were derived from the parent’s 
own property, the parent’s rights over them should not ex¬ 
tend beyond enjoying their produce for the period of his life. 
Even this, the utmost relaxation of the Roman Patria Potes¬ 
tas, left it far ampler and severer than any analogous institu¬ 
tion of the modem world. The earliest modem writers on 
jurisprudence remark that it was only the fiercer and ruder of 
the conquerors of the empire, and notably the nations of 
Sclavonic origin, which exhibited a Patria Potestas at all 
resembling that which was described in the Pandects and the 
Code. All the Germanic immigrants seem to have recognised 
a corporate union of the family under the mund, or authority 
of a p)atriarchal chief; but his powers are obviously only the 
relics of a decayed Patria Potestas, and fell far short of those 
enjoyed by the Roman father. The Franks are particularly 
mentioned as not having the Roman Institution, and accord¬ 
ingly the old French lawyers, even when most busily engaged 
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in filling the interstices of barbarous custom with rules of 
Roman law, were obliged to protect themselves against the 
intrusion of the Potestas by the express maxim, Puyssanct 
de pire en France n'a lieu. The tenacity of the Romans in 
maintaining this relic of their most ancient condition is in 
itself remarkable, but it is less remarkable than the diffusion 
of the Potestas over the whole of a civilisation from which 
it had once disappeared. While the Castrense Peculium 
constituted as yet the sole exception to the father’s piower 
over property, and while his power over his children’.s persons 
was still extensive, the Roman citizenship, and with it the 
Patria Potestas, were spreading into every corner of the empire. 
Every African or Spaniard, every Gaul, Briton, or Jew, who 
received this honour by gift, purcha,se, or inheritance, placed 
himself under the Roman Law of Persons, and, though our 
authorities intimate that children bom before the acquisition 
of citizenship could not be brought under Power against their 
will, children bom after it and all ulterior descendants were 
on the ordinary footing of a Roman Jilius famihas. It does 
not fall within the province of this treatise to examine the 
mechanism of the later Roman society, but 1 may be per¬ 
mitted to remark that there is little foundation for the 
opinion which represents the constitution of Antoninus 
Caracalla conferring Roman citizenship on the whole of his 
subjects as a measure of small importance. However we 
may interpret it, it must have enormously enlarged the 
sphere of the Patria Potestas, and it seems to me that the 
tightening of family relations which it effected is an agency 
which ought to be kept in view more than it has been, in 
accounting for the great moral revolution which was trans¬ 
forming the world. 

Before this branch of our subject is dismissed, it should be 
observed that the Paterfamilias was answerable for the delicts 
(or torts) of his Sons under Power. He was similarly liable 
for the torts of his slaves; but in both cases he originally 
possessed the singular privilege of tendering the delinquent’s 
person in full satisfaction of the damage. The responsibility 
thus incurred on behalf of sons, coupled with the mutual 
incapacity of parent and Child under Power to sue one another, 
has seemed to some jurists to be best explained by the 
assumption of a “ unity of person ” between the Pater- 
familiu and the Filius-familias. In the chapter on Succes- 
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sions I shall attempt to show in what sense, and to what 
extent, this “ unity ” can be accepted as a reality. I can 
only say at present that these responsibilities of the Pater¬ 
familias, and other legal phenomena which will be discussed 
hereafter, appear to me to point at certain duties of the 

f rimitive Patriarchal chieftain which balanced his rights. 

conceive that, if he disposed absolutely of the persons and 
fortune of his clansmen, this representative ownership was 
coextensive with a liability to provide for all members of 
the brotherhood out of the common fund. The difficulty is 
to throw ourselves out of our habitual associations sufficiently 
for conceiving the nature of his obligation. It was not a legal 
duty, for law had not yet penetrated into the precinct of the 
Family. To call it moral is perhaps to anticipate the ideas 
belonging to a later stage of mental development; but the 
expression “ moral obligation ” is significant enough for our 
purpose, if we understand by it a duty semi-consciously 
followed and enforced rather by instinct and habit than by 
definite sanctions. 

The Patria Potestas, in its normal shape, has not been, and, 
as it seems to me, could not have been, a generally durable 
institution. The proof of its former universality is therefore 
incomplete so long as we consider it by itself; but the demon¬ 
stration may be carried much further by examining other 
departments of ancient law which depend on it ultimately, 
but not by a thread of connexion visible in all its parts or 
to all eyes. Let us turn for example to Kinship, or m other 
words, to the scale on which the proximity of relatives to each 
other is calculated in archaic jurisprudence. Here again it 
will be convenient to employ the Roman terms, Agnatic and 
Cognatic relationship. Co^natic relationship is simply the 
conception of kinship familiar to modem ideas; it is the 
relationship arising through common descent from the same 
pair of married piersons, whether the descent be traced 
through males or females. Agnatic relationship is something 
very different: it excludes a number of persons whom we in 
our day should certainly consider of kin to ourselves, and 
it includes many more whom we should never reckon among 
our kindred. It is in truth the connexion existing between 
the members of the Family, conceived as it was in the most 
ancient times. The limits of this connexion are far from 
conterminous with those of modem relationship. 
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Cognates then are all those persons who can trace their 
blood to a single ancestor and ancestress; or, if we take the 
strict technical meaning of the word in Roman law, they are 
all who trace their blood to the legitimate marriage of a 
common pair. “ Cognation " is therefore a relative term, 
and the degree of connexion in blood which it indicates 
depends on the particular marriage which is selected as the 
commencement of the calculation. If we begin with the mar¬ 
riage of father and mother. Cognation will only express the 
relationship of brothers and sisters; if we take that of the 
grandfather and grandmother, then uncles, aunts, and their 
descendants will also be included in the notion of Cognation, 
and following the same process a larger number of Cognates 
may be continually obtained by choosing the starting point 
higher and higher up in the line of ascent. All this is easily 
understood by a modern; but who are the Agnates? In the 
first place, they are all the Cognates who trace their connexion 
exclusively through males. A table of Cognates is, of course, 
formed by taking each lineal ancestor in turn and including 
all his descendants of both sexes in the tabular view; if then, 
in tracing the various branches of such a genealogical table 
or tree, we stop whenever we come to the name of a female 
and pursue that particular branch or ramification no further, 
all who remain after the descendants of women have been 
excluded are Agnates, and their connexion together is Agnatic 
Relationship. I dwell a little on the process which is prac¬ 
tically followed in separating them from the Cognates, because 
it explains a memorable legal maxim, “ Mulier est finis 
familia ”—a woman is the terminus of the family. A female 
name closes the branch or twig of the genealogy in which it 
occurs. None of the descendants of a female are included in 
the primitive notion of family relationship. 

If the system of archaic law at which we are looking be one 
which admits Adoption, we must add to the Agnate thus 
obtained all persons, male or female, who have been brought 
into the Family by the artificial extension of its boundaries. 
But the descendants of such persons will only be Agnates, if 
they satisfy the conditions which have just been described. 

What then is the reason of this arbitrary inclusion and 
exclusion? Why should a conception of Kinship, so elastic 
as to include strangers brought into the family by adoption, 
be nevertheless so narrow as to shut out the descendants 
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of a female member? To solve these questions, we must 
recur to the Patria Potestas. The foundation of Agna¬ 
tion is not the marriage of Father and Mother, but the 
authority of the Father. All persons are Agnatically con¬ 
nected together who are under the same Paternal Power, or 
who have been under it, or who might have been under it 
if their lineal ancestor had lived long enough to exercise his 
empire. In truth, in the primitive view, Relationship is 
exactly limited by Patria Potestas. Where the Potestas 
begins, Kinship begins; and therefore adoptive relatives are 
among the kindred. Where the Potestas ends, Kinship ends; 
so that a son emancipated by his father loses all rights of 
Agnation. And here we have the reason why the descendants 
of females are outside the limits of archaic kinship. If a 
woman died unmarried, she could have no legitimate de¬ 
scendants. If she married, her children fell under the Patria 
Potestas, not of her Father, but of her Husband, and thus 
were lost to her own family. It is obvious that the organisa¬ 
tion of primitive societies would have been confounded, if 
men had called themselves relatives of their mother’s relatives. 
I'he inference would have been that a person might be subject 
to two distinct Patriae Potestates; but distinct Patriae 
Potestates implied distinct jurisdictions, so that anybody 
amenable to two of them at the same time would have lived 
under two different dispensations. As long as the Family was 
an imperium in imperio, a community within the common¬ 
wealth, governed by its own institutions of which the parent 
was the source, the limitation of relationship to the Agnates 
was a necessary security against a conflict of laws in the 
domestic forum. 

The Parental Powers proper are extinguished by the death 
of the Parent, but Agnation is as it were a mould which retains 
their imprint after they have ceased to exist. Hence comes 
the interest of Agnation for the inquirer into the history of 
jurisprudence. The Powers themselves are discernible in 
comparatively few monuments of ancient law, but Agnatic 
Relationship, which implies their former existence, is dis¬ 
coverable almost everywhere. There are few indigenous 
bodies of law belonging to communities of the Indo-European 
stock, which do not exhibit peculiarities in the most ancient 
part of their structure which are clearly referable to Agnation. 
In Hindoo law, for example, which is saturated with the 
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primitive notions of family dependency, kinship is entirely 
Agnatic, and I am informed that in Hindoo genealogies the 
names of women are generally omitted altogether. The same 
view of relationship pervades so much of the laws of the races 
who overran the Roman Empire as appears to have really 
formed part of their primitive usage, and we may suspect 
that it would have perpetuated itself even more than it has in 
modem European jurisprudence, if it had not been for the 
vast influence of the later Roman law on modem thought. 
The Praetors early laid hold on Cognation as the natural form 
of kinship, and spared no pains in purifying their system 
from the older conception. Their ideas have descended to us, 
but still traces of Agnation are to be seen in many of the 
modern rules of succession after death. The exclusion of 
females and their children from governmental functions, 
commonly attributed to the usage of the Salian Franks, has 
certainly an agnatic origin, being descended from the ancient 
German rule of succession to allodial property. In Agnation 
too IS to be sought the explanation of that extraordinary rule 
of English Law, only recently repealed, which prohibited 
brothers of the half-blood from succeeding to one another’s 
lands. In the Customs of Normandy, the rule applies to 
uterine brothers only, that is, to brothers by the same mother 
but not by the same father; and, limited in this way, it is a 
strict deduction from the system of Agnation, under which 
uterine brothers are no relations at all to one another. When 
it was transplanted to England, the English judges, who had 
no clue to its principle, interpreted it as a general prohibition 
against the succession of the half-blood, and extended it to 
consanguineous brothers, that is to sons of the same father 
by different wives. In all the literature which enshrines the 
pretended philosophy of law, there is nothing more curious 
than the pages of elaborate sophistry in winch Blackstone 
attempts to explain and justify the exclusion of tlie half-blood. 

It may be shown, I think, that the Family, as held together 
by the Patria Potestas, is the nidus out of which the entire 
Law of Persons has germinated. Of all the chapters of that 
Law the most important is that which is concerned with the 
status of Females. It has just been stated that Primitive 
Jurisprudence, though it does not allow a Woman to com¬ 
municate any rights of Agnation to her descendants, includes 
herself nevertheless in the Agnatic bond. Indeed, the relation 
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of a female to the family in which she was bom is much 
stricter, closer, and more durable than that which unites her 
male kinsmen. We have several times laid down that early 
law takes notice of Families only; this is the same thing as 
saying that it only takes notice of persons exercising Patria 
Potestas, and accordingly the only principle on which it en¬ 
franchises a son or grandson at the death of his Parent, is a 
consideration of the capacity inherent in such son or grandson 
to become himself the head of a new family and the root of 
a new set of Parental Powers. But a woman, of course, has no 
capacity of the kind, and no title accordingly to the libera¬ 
tion which it confers. There is therefore a peculiar contrivance 
of archaic jurisprudence for retaining her in the bondage of 
the Family for life. This is the institution known to the oldest 
Roman law as the Perpetual Tutelage of Women, under which 
a Female, though relieved from her Parent’s authority by his 
decease, continues subject through life to her nearest male 
relations as her Guardians. Perpetual Guardianship is 
obviously neither more nor less than an artificial prolongation 
of the Patria Potestas, when for other purposes it has been 
dissolved. In India, the system survives m absolute com¬ 
pleteness, and its operation is so strict that a Hindoo Mother 
frequently becomes the ward of her own sons. Even in 
Europe, the laws of the Scandinavian nations respecting 
women preserved it until quite recently. The invaders of the 
Western Empire had it universally among their indigenous 
usages, and indeed their ideas on the subject of Guardianship, 
in all its forms, were among the most retrogressive of those 
which they introduced into the Western world. But from the 
mature Roman jurisprudence it had entirely disappeared. 
We should know almost nothing about it, if we had only the 
compilations of Justinian to consult; but the discovery of the 
manuscript of Gains discloses it to us at a most interesting 
epoch, just when it had fallen into complete discredit and 
was verging on extinction. The great jurisconsult himself 
scouts the popular apology oflercd for it in the mental in¬ 
feriority of the female sex, and a considerable part of his 
volume is taken up with descriptions of the numerous 
expedients, some of them displaying extraordinary ingenuity, 
which the Roman lawyers had devised for enabling Women 
to defeat the ancient rules. Led by their theory of Natural 
Law, the jurisconsults had evidently at this time assumed 
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the equality of the sexes as a principle of their code of equity. 
The restrictions which they attacked were, it is to be observed, 
restrictions on the disposition of property, for which the 
assent of the woman’s guardians was still formally required. 
Control of her pierson was appiarently quite obsolete. 

Ancient Law subordinates the woman to her blood-relations, 
while a prime phenomenon of modem jurisprudence has been 
her subordination to her husband. The history of the change 
is remarkable. It begins far back in the annals of Rome. 
Anciently, there were three modes in which marriage might 
be contracted according to Roman usage, one involving a 
religious solemnity, the other two the observance of certain 
secular formalities. By the religious marriage or Confar- 
realton; by the higher form of civil marriage, which was 
called Coemption ; and by the lower form, which was termed 
Vsus, the Husband acquired a number of rights over the 
person and property of his wife, which were on the whole in 
excess of such as are conferred on him in any system of 
modem jurisprudence. But in what capacity did he acquire 
them? Not as//uriuwi, but as By theConfarreatiou, 

Coemption, and Usus, the woman passed in manum vtri, tlut 
is, in law she became the Daughter of her husband. She was 
included in his Patria Potestas. She incurred all the liabilities 
springing out of it while it subsisted, and surviving it when it 
had expired. All her property became absolutely his, and 
she was retained in tutelage after his death to the guardian 
whom he had appointed by will. These three ancient forms of 
marriage fell, however, gradually into disuse, so that, at the 
most splendid pieriod of Roman greatness, they had almost 
entirely given place to a fashion of wedlock—old apparently, 
but not hitherto considered reputable—which was founded 
on a modification of the lower form of civil marriage. Without 
explaining the technical mechanism of the institution now 
generally popular, I may describe it as amounting in law to 
little more than a temporary deposit of the woman by her 
family. The rights of the family remained unimpaired, and the 
lady continued in the tutelage of guardians whom her parents 
had appointed and whose privileges of control overrode, in 
many materia! respects, the inferior authority of her husband. 
The consequence was that the situation of the Roman female, 
whether married or unmarried, became one of great personal 
and proprietary indepiendence, for the tendency of the later 
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law, as I have already hinted, was to reduce the power of the 
guardian to a nullity, while the form of marriage in fashion 
conferred on the husband no compensating superiority. But 
Christianity tended somewhat from the very first to narrow 
this remarkable liberty. Led at first by justifiable disrelish 
for the loose practices of the decaying heathen world, but 
afterwards hurried on by a passion of asceticism, the pro¬ 
fessors of the new faith looked with disfavour on a marital 
tie which was in fact the laxest the Western world has seen. 
The latest Roman law, so far as it is touched by the constitu¬ 
tions of theChristian Emperors,bears some marks of a reaction 
against the liberal doctrines of the great Antonine juriscon¬ 
sults. And the prevalent state of religious sentiment may 
explain why it is that modern jurisprudence, forged in the 
furnace of barbarian conquest, and formed by the fusion of 
Roman jurisjirudence with patriarchal usage, has absorbed, 
among its rudiments, much more than usual of those rules 
concerning the position of women which belong peculiarly 
to an imperfect civilisation. During the troubled era which 
begins modern history, and while the laws of the Ger¬ 
manic and Sclavonic immigrants remained superposed like a 
separate layer above the Roman jurisprudence of their pro¬ 
vincial subjects, the women of the dominant races are seen 
everywhere under various forms of archaic guardianship, and 
the husband who takes a wife from any family except his own 
pays a money-price to her relations for the tutelage which 
they surrender to him. When we move onwards, and the code 
of the middle ages has been formed by the amalgamation of 
the two systems, the law relating to women carries the stamp 
of its double origin. The principle of the Roman jurisprudence 
is so far triumphant that unmarrieit females are generally 
(though there are local exceptions to the rule) relieved from 
the bondage of the family; but the archaic principle of the 
barbarians has fixed the position of married women, and the 
husband bas drawn to himself in his marital character the 
powers which had once belonged to his wife’s male kindred, 
the only difference being that he no longer [lurchases his 
privileges. At this point therefore the modern law of Western 
and Southern Europe begins to be distinguished by one of its 
chief characteristics, the comjiarative freedom it allows to 
unmarried women and widows, the heavy disabilities it im¬ 
poses on wives. It was very long before the subordination 
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entailed on the other sex by marriage was sensibly diminished. 
The principal and most powerful solvent of the revived bar¬ 
barism of Europe was always the codified jurisprudence of 
Justinian, wherever it was studied with that passionate 
enthusiasm which it seldom failed to awaken. It covertly 
but most efficaciously undermined the customs which it pre¬ 
tended merely to interpret. Rut the Chapter of law relating 
to married women was for the most part read by the light, 
not of Roman, but of Canon Law, which in no one jiarlicular 
departs so widely from the spirit of the secular jurispnidcnce 
as in the view it takes of the relations created by marriage. 
This was in part inevitable, since no society which preserves 
any tincture of Christian institution is likely to restore to 
married women the personal liberty conferred on them by the 
middle Roman law, but the proprietary disabilities of married 
females stand on quite a different basis from their [lersonal 
incapacities, and it is by keeping alive and consolidating the 
former that the expositors of the Canon Law have deeply 
injured civilisation. There are many vestiges of a struggle 
between the secular and ecclesiastical principles, but the 
Canon Law nearly everywhere prevailed. In some of the 
French provinces married women, of a rank below nobility, 
obtained all the powers of dealing with projicrty which 
Roman junspnidence had allowed, and this local law has 
been largely followed by the Code N'ai>olcon; but the state 
of the Scottish law shows that scrupulous deference to the 
doctrines of the Roman jurisconsults did not always extend 
to mitigating the disabilities of wives. The systems liowevcr 
which are least indulgent to married women are invariably 
those which have followed the Canon Law ex< liisively, or 
those which, from the lateness of their contact with Kuro])ean 
civilisation, have never had their archaisms weeded out. The 
Scandinavian laws, harsh till lately to all females, are still 
remarkable for their severity to wives. And scarcely less 
stringent in the proprietary iniapacities it imposes is the 
English Common Law, which borrows far the greatest number 
of Its fundamental principles from the jurisprudence of the 
Canonists. Indeed, the part of the Common L;iw whit h pre¬ 
scribes the legal situation of married women may serve to 
give an Englishman clear notions of the great institution 
which has been the principal subject of this chapter. I do 
not know how tlje operation and nature of the ancient Patria 
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Potestas can be brought so vividly before the mind as by re¬ 
flecting on the prerogatives attached to the husband by the 
pure English Conunon Law, and by recalling the rigorous 
consistency with which the view of a complete legal sub¬ 
jection on the part of the wife is carried by it, where it is 
untouched by equity or statutes, through every department 
of rights, duties, and remedies. The distance between the 
eldest and latest Roman law on the subject of Children under 
Power may be considered as equivalent to the difference 
between the Common Law and the jurisprudence of the Court 
of Chancery in the rules which they respectively apply to 
wives. 

If we were to lose sight of the true origin of Guardianship 
in both its forms and were to employ the common language 
on these topics, we should find ourselves remarking that, 
while the Tutelage of Women is an instance in which systems 
of archaic law push to an extravagant length the fiction of 
suspended rights, the rules which they lay down for the 
Guardianship of Male Orphans are an example of a fault 
in precisely the opposite direction. All such systems termin¬ 
ate the Tutelage of males at an extraordinary early period. 
Under the ancient Roman law, which may be taken as their 
type, the son who was delivered from Patria Potestas by the 
death of his Father or Grandfather remained under guardian¬ 
ship till an epoch which for general purposes may be described 
as arriving with his fifteenth year; but the arrival of that 
epoch placed him at once in the full enjoyment of personal and 
proprietary independence. The period of minority app)ears 
therefore to have been as unreasonably short as the duration 
of the disabilities of women was preposterously long. But, 
in p>oint of fact, there was no element either of excess or of 
shortcoming in the circumstances which gave their original 
form to the two kinds of guardianship. Neither the one nor 
the other of them was based on the slightest consideration of 
public or private convenience. The guardianship of male 
orphans was no more designed originally to shield them till 
the arrival of years of discretion than the tutelage of women 
was intended to protect the other sex against its own feeble¬ 
ness. The reason why the death of the father delivered the 
son from the bondage of the family was the son’s capacity for 
becoming himself the head of a new family and the founder of 
a new Patria Potestas; no such capacity was possessed by 
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the woman and therefore she was never enfranchised. Accord* 
ingly the Guardianship of Male Orphans was a contrivance 
for keeping alive the semblance of subordination to the family 
of the Parent, up to the time when the child was supposed 
capable of becoming a parent himself. It was a prolongation 
of the Patria Potestas up to the period of bare physical man¬ 
hood. It ended with puberty, for the rigour of the theory 
demanded that it should do so. Inasmuch, however, as it did 
not profess to conduct the orphan ward to the age of intel¬ 
lectual maturity or fitness for affairs, it was quite unequal to 
the purposes of general convenience; and this the Romans 
seem to have discovered at a very early stage of their social 
progress. One of the very oldest monuments of Roman 
legislation is the Lex Latoria or Plalorta which placed all free 
males who were of full years and rights under the temporary 
control of a new class of guardians, called Curatores, whose 
sanction was required to validate their acts or contracts. The 
twenty-sixth year of the young man’s age was the limit of this 
statutory supervision; and it is exclusively with reference 
to the age of twenty-five that the terms “ majority ” and 
“ minority " are employed in Roman law. Pupilage or ward¬ 
ship in modem jurisprudence had adjusted itself with toler¬ 
able regularity to the simple principle of protection to the 
immaturity of youth both bodily and mental. It has its 
natural termination with years of discretion. But for pro¬ 
tection against physical weakness and for protection against 
intellectual incapacity, the Romans looked to two different 
institutions, distinct both in theory and design. The ideas 
attendant on both are combined in the modem idea of 
guardianship. 

The Law of Persons contains but one other chapter which 
can be usefully cited for our present purpose. The legal rules 
by which systems of nature jurisprudence regulate the con¬ 
nection of Master and Slave, present no very distinct traces 
of the original condition common to ancient societies. But 
there are reasons for this exception. There seems to be some¬ 
thing in the institution of Slavery which has at all times 
either shocked or perplexed mankind, however little habitu¬ 
ated to reflection, and however slightly advanced in the 
cultivation of its moral instincts. The compunction which 
ancient communities almost unconsciously experienced ap¬ 
pears to have always resulted in the adoption of some 
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imaginary principle upon which a defence, or at least a 
rationale, of slavery could be plausibly founded. Very early 
in their history the Greeks explained the institution as 
grounded on the intellectual inferiority of certain races and 
their consequent natural aptitude for the servile condition. 
The Romans, in a spirit equally characteristic, derived it from 
a supposed agreement between the victor and the vanquished 
in which the first stipulated for the perpetual services of his 
foe; and the other gained in consideration the life which he 
had legitimately forfeited. Such theories were not only un¬ 
sound but plainly unequal to the case for which they affected 
to account. Still they exercised powerful influence in many 
ways. They satisfied the conscience of the Master. They 
perpetuated and probably increased the debasement of the 
Slave. And they naturally tended to put out of sight the 
relation in which servitude had originally stood to the rest 
of the domestic system. The relation, though not clearly 
exhibited, is casually indicated in many parts of primitive 
law, and more particularly in the typical system—that of 
ancient Rome. 

Much industry and some learning have been bestowed in 
the United States of America on the question whether the 
Slave was in the early stages of society a recognised member 
of the Family. There is a sense in which an affirmative answer 
must certainly be given. It is clear, from the testimony both 
of ancient law and of many primeval histories, that the Slave 
might under certain conditions be made the Heir, or Universal 
Successor, of the Master, and this significant faculty, as I 
shall explain in the Chapter on Succession, implies that the 
government and representation of the Family might, in a 
particular state of circumstances, devolve on the bondman. 
It seems, however, to be assumed in the American arguments 
on the subject that, if we allow Slavery to have been a primi¬ 
tive Family institution, the acknowledgment is pregnant with 
an admission of the moral defensibihty of Negro-servitude 
at the present moment. What then is meant by saying that 
the Slave was originally included in the Family? Not that 
his situation may not have been the fruit of the coarsest 
motives which can actuate man. The simple wish to use the 
bodily powers of another person as a means of ministenng to 
one’s own ease or pleasure is doubtless the foundation of 
Slavery, and as old as human nature. When we speak of the 
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Slave as anciently included in the Family, we intend to assert 
nothing as to the motives of those who brought him into it 
or kept him there; we merely imply that the tie which bound 
him to his master was regarded as one of the same general 
character with that which united every other member of the 
group to its chieftain. This consequence is, in fact, carried 
in the general assertion already made that the primitive 
ideas of mankind were unequal to comprehending any basis 
of the connection inter se of individuals, apart from the 
relations of family. The Family consisted primarily of those 
who belonged to it by consanguinity and next of those who 
had been engrafted on it by adoption; but there was still a 
third class of persons who were only joined to it by common 
subjection to its head, and these were the Slaves. The born 
and the adopted subjects of the chief were raised above the 
Slave by the certainty that in the ordinary course of events 
they would be relieved from bondage and entitled to exercise 
powers of their own; but that the inferiority of tlic Slave 
was not such as to place him outside the pale of the Family, 
or such as to degrade him to the fooling of inanimate pro¬ 
perty, is clearly proved, I think, by the many traces which 
remain of his ancient capacity for inheritance in the last 
resort. It would, of course, be unsafe in the highest degree to 
hazard conjectures how far the lot of the Slave was mitigated, 
in the beginnings of society, by having a definite place 
reserved to him in the empire of the Father. It is, perhaps, 
more probable that the son was practically assimilated to the 
Slave, than that the Slave shared any of the tenderness which 
in later times was shown to the son. But it may be asserted 
with some confidence of advanced and matured codes that, 
wherever servitude is sanctioned, the .Slave has uniformly 
greater advantages under systems which preserve some 
memento of his earlier condition than under those which have 
adopted some other theory of his civil degradation. The point 
of view from which jurisprudence regards the Slave is always 
of great importance to him. The Roman law was arrested in 
its growing tendency to look upon him more and more as an 
article of projierty by the theory of the Law of Nature; and 
hence it is that, wherever servitude is sanctioned by institu¬ 
tions which have been deeply affected by Roman juris¬ 
prudence, the servile condition is never intolerably wretched. 
There is a great deal of evidence that in those American 
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States which have taken the highly Romanised code of 
Louisiana as the basis of their jurisprudence, the lot and 
prospects of the negro-population are better in many material 
respects than under institutions founded on the English 
Common Law, which, as recently interpreted, has no true 
place for the Slave, and can only therefore regard him as a 
chattel. 

We have now examined all parts of the ancient Law of 
Persons which fall within the scope of this treatise, and the 
result of the inquiry is, I trust, to give additional definite¬ 
ness and precision to our view of the infancy of jurisprudence. 
The Civil laws of States first make their appearance as the 
Themistes of a patriarchal sovereign, and we can now see 
that these Themistes are probably only a developed form of 
the irresponsible commands which, in a still earlier condition 
of the race, the head of each isolated household may have 
addressed to his wives, his children, and his slaves. But, even 
after the State has been organised, the laws have still an 
extremely limited application. Whether they retain their 
primitive character as Themistes, or whether they advance 
to the condition of Customs or Codified Texts, they are bind¬ 
ing not on individuals,but on Families. Ancient jurisprudence, 
if a perhaps deceptive comparison may be employed, may be 
likened to International Law, filling nothing, as it were, ex¬ 
cepting the interstices between the great ^oups which are 
the atoms of society. In a community so situated, the legis¬ 
lation of assemblies and the jurisdiction of Courts reaches only 
to the heads of families, and to every other individual the 
rule of conduct is the law of his home, of which his Parent is 
the legislator. But the sphere of civil law, small at first, tends 
steadily to enlarge itself. The agents of legal change. Fictions, 
Equity, and Legislation, are brought in turn to bear on the 
primeval institutions, emd at every point of the progress, a 
greater number of personal rights and a larger amount of 
property are removed from the domestic forum to the 
cognisance of the public tribunals. The ordinances of the 
government obtain gradually the same efficacy in private 
concerns as in matters of state, and are no longer liable to be 
overridden by the behests of a despot enthroned by each 
hearthstone. We have in the annals of Roman law a nearly 
complete history of the crumbling away of an archaic system, 
and of the formation of new institutions from the recombined 
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materials, institutions some of which descended unimpaired 
to the modem world, while others, destroyed or corrupted by 
contact with barbarism in the dark ages, had again to be 
recovered by mankind. When we leave this jurisprudence at 
the epoch of its final reconstruction by Justinian, few traces 
of archaism can be discovered in any part of it except in the 
single article of the extensive powers still reserved to the 
living Parent. Everywhere else principles of convenience, or 
of symmetry,or of simplification—new principles at any rate— 
have usurped the authority of the jejune considerations which 
satisfied the conscience of ancient times. Everywhere a new 
morality has displaced the canons of conduct and the reasons 
of acquiescence which were in unison with the ancient usages, 
because in fact they were bom of them. 

The movement of the progressive societies has been uniform 
in one respect. Through all its course it has been distin¬ 
guished by the ^dual dissolution of family dependency and 
the growth of individual obligation in its place. The In¬ 
dividual is steadily substituted for the Family, as the unit of 
which civil laws take account. The advance has been accom¬ 
plished at varying rates of celerity, and there are societies 
not absolutely stationary in which the collapse of the ancient 
organisation can only be perceived by careful study of the 
phenomena they present. But, whatever its pace, the change 
has not been subject to reaction or recoil, and apparent 
retardations will be found to have been occasioned through 
the absorption of archaic ideas and customs from some entirely 
foreign source. Nor is it difficult to see what is the tie between 
man and man which replaces by degrees those forms of 
reciprocity in rights and duties which have their origin in 
the Family. It is Contract. Starting, as from one terminus 
of history, from a condition of society in which all the relations 
of Persons are summed up in the relations of Family, we seem 
to have steadily moved towards a phase of social order in 
which all these relations arise from the free agreement of 
Individuals. In Western Europe the progress achieved in this 
direction has been considerable. Thus the status of the Slave 
has disappeared—it has been superseded by the contractual 
relation of the servant to his master. The status of the Female 
under Tutelage, if the tutelage be understood of persons other 
than her husband, has also ceased to exist; from her coming 
of age to her marriage all the relations she may form are 
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relations of contract. So too the status of the Son under 
Power has no true place in law of modem European 
societies. If any civil obligation binds together the Parent 
and the child of full age, it is one to which only contract gives 
its legal validity. The apparent exceptions are exceptions of 
that stamp which illustrate the rule. The child before years 
of discretion, the orphan under guardianship, the adjudged 
lunatic, have all their capacities and incapacities regulated 
by the Law of Persons. Hut why? The reason is differently 
expressed in the conventional language of different systems, 
but in substance it is stated to the same effect by all. The 
great majority of Jurists are constant to the principle that 
the classes of persons just mentioned are subject to extrinsic 
control on the single ground that they do not possess the 
faculty of forming a judgment on their own interests; in 
other words, that they are wanting in the first essential of an 
engagement by Contract. 

The word Status may be usefully employed to construct a 
formula expressing the law of progress thus indicated, which, 
whatever be its value, seems to me to be sufficiently ascer¬ 
tained. All the forms of Status taken notice of in the Law of 
Persons were derived from, and to some extent are still 
coloured by, the powers and privileges anciently residing in 
the Family. If then we employ Status, agreeably with the 
usage of the best writers, to signify these personal conditions 
only, and avoid applying the term to such conditions as are 
the immediate or remote result of agreement, we may say 
that the movement of the progressive societies has hitherto 
been a movement jrom Status to Contract, 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF TESTAMENTARY SUCCESSION 

If an attempt were made to demonstrate in Em;Iand the 
superiority of the historical method of investigation to the 
modes of inquiry concerning Jurisprudence which are in 
fashion among us, no department of Law would belter serve 
as an example than Testaments or Wills. Its capabilities it 
owes to its great length and great continuity. At the begin¬ 
ning of its history we find ourselves in the very infancy of 
the social state, surrounded by conceptions which it requires 
some effort of mind to realise in their ancient form; wliile 
here, at the other extremity of its line of progress, we are in 
the midst of legal notions which are nothing more than those 
same conceptions disguised by the phraseology and by the 
habits of thought which belong to modem times, and ex¬ 
hibiting therefore a difficulty of another kind, the difficulty 
of believing that ideas which form [i.irt of our everyday 
mental stock can really stand in need of analysis and examina¬ 
tion. The growth of the Law of Wills between these extreme 
points can be traced with remarkable distinctness. It was 
much less interrupted at the epoch of the birth of feudalism, 
than the history of most other branches of l.iw. It is, indeed, 
true that, as regards all provinces of jurisprudence, tlie break 
caused by the division between ancient and modem history, 
or in other words by the dissolution of the Roman empire, 
has been very greatly exaggerated. Indolence has disiiu lined 
many writers to be at the pains of looking for threads of 
connection entangled and obscured by the confusions of 
six troubled centuries, while other inquirers, not naturally 
deficient in patience and industry, have been misled by idle 
pride in the legal system of their country, and by consequent 
unw illingness to confe.ss its obligations to the jurisprudence of 
Rome. But these unfavourable influences have had com¬ 
paratively little effect on the province of Testamentary Liw. 
The barbarians were confessedly strangers to any such con¬ 
ception as that of a Will. The best authorities agree that 
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there is no trace of it in those parts of their written codes 
which comprise the customs practised by them in their 
original seats, and in their subsequent settlements on the 
edge of the Roman empire. But soon after they became mixed 
with the population of the Roman provinces they appro¬ 
priated from the Imperial jurisprudence the conception of 
a Will, at first in part, and afterwards in all its integrity. 
The influence of the Church had much to do with this rapid 
assimilation. The ecclesiastical power had very early suc¬ 
ceeded to those privileges of custody and registration of 
Testaments which several of the heathen temples had enjoyed; 
and even thus early it was almost exclusively to private be¬ 
quests that the religious foundations owed their temporal 
possessions. Hence it is that the decrees of the earliest 
Provincial Councils perpetually contain anathemas against 
those who deny the sanctity of Wills. Here, in England, 
Church influence was certainly chief among the causes which 
by universal acknowledgment have prevented that discon¬ 
tinuity in the history of Testamentary Law, which is some¬ 
times believed to exist in the history of other provinces of 
Jurisprudence. The jurisdiction over one class of Wills was 
delegated to the Ecclesia.stical Courts, which applied to them, 
though not always intelligently, the principles of Roman 
juri-sprudence; and, though neither the courts of Common 
Law nor the Court of Chancery owned any positive obliga¬ 
tion to follow the Ecclesiastical tribunals, they could not 
escape the pwtent influence of a system of settled rules in 
course of application by their side. The English law of testa¬ 
mentary succession to personalty has become a modified form 
of the dispensation under which the inheritances of Roman 
citizens were administered. 

It is not difficult to point out the extreme difference of 
the conclusions forced on us by the liistorical treatment of 
the subject from those to which we are conducted when, with¬ 
out the help of history, we merely strive to analyse our pnnia 
facie impressions. 1 suppose there is nobody who, starting 
from the popular or even the legal conception of a Will, would 
not imagine that certain qualities are ncres.sarily attached to 
it. He would say, for e.xample, that a Will necessarily takes 
effect at death only —that it is secret, not known as a matter 
of course to persons taking interests under its provisions— 
that it i.s revocable, t.e. always capable of being superseded by 
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a new act of testation. Yet I shall be able to show that there 
was a tinre when none of these characteristics belonged to a 
Will. The Testaments from which our Wills are directly 
descended at first took effect immediately on their execution; 
they were not secret; they were not revocable. Few le;,Ml 
agencies are, in fact, the fruit of more complex historical 
agencies than that by winch a man’s written intentions con¬ 
trol the posthumous di.s|M)sition of his goods. Testaments 
very slowly and gradually gathered round them the (lu.vlities 
1 ha\-e mentioned; and they did this from causes and under 
pre.ssure of events wluch may he railed c.isii.il, or which at any 
rate have no interest for us at present, exi ept so far us tliey 
have affected the history of l.uv. 

At a time when leg.il theories were more abundant than at 
present—theories wlnih, it is true, were for the most ji.irt 
gratuitous and firemature enough, but wluch nevertheless 
re.scued jurisprudence from that worse and more ignoble con¬ 
dition, not unknown to ourseUes, in which nothing like a 
generalisation is iisjurcd to, and law is regardeil us a mere 
empirical pursuit - it was the f.ishion to explain the ready ami 
apjiarently intuitnc perception which we have of rert.im 
qualities in a Will, by saxmg that they were natural to it, or, 
as the phrase would run m full, attarlicd to it by the Liw of 
Nature. Nobody, I im.nginc, would affect to maintain such a 
doctrine, when once it w.is ascertained that all these cliar- 
actenstics had their origin within lustoriial memory; at the 
same time, sestiges of the theory of which the doctrine is an 
offslioot, linger m forms of expression which we all of us use 
and perhaps scarcclv know how to dispense with. I may 
illustrate this by mentioning a position coinmon in the legal 
literature of the seventeenth century. Tlu' jurists of that 
period very commonly assert that the [Kiwer <A 1 estation itself 
is of Natural Law, that it is a right conferred by the l^w of 
Nature, riicir teaching, though all persons may not at once 
sec the connection, is in subst.incc followed l;y those who 
affirm that the right of dictating or controlling the poslliurnons 
d^jxisal of property is a necessary or natural consequence 
of the proprietary rights themselves. And every student of 
technical jurisprudence must have c ome across the same view, 
clothed m the language of a rather different school, whic h, 
in its rationale of tliis department of law, treats succession 
ex testamento as the mocje of devolution which the properly of 
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deceased persons ought primarily to follow, and then pro¬ 
ceeds to account for succession ah inteslato as the incidental 
provision of the lawgiver for the discharge of a function which 
was only left unperformed through the neglect or misfortune 
of the deceased proprietor. These opinions are only expanded 
forms of the more compendious doctrine that Testamentary 
disposition is an institution of the Law of Nature. It is cer¬ 
tainly never quite safe to pronounce dogmatically as to the 
range of association embraced by modem minds, when they 
reflect on Nature and her Law; but I believe that most 
persons, who affirm that the Testamentary Power is of 
Natural Law, may be taken to imply either that, as a matter 
of fact, it is universal, or that nations are prompted to sanc¬ 
tion it by an original instinct and impulse. With respect to 
the first of these positions, I think that, when explicitly set 
forth, it can never be seriously contended for in an age which 
has seen the severe restraints imposed on the Testamentary 
Power by the Code Napoleon, and has witnessed the steady 
multiplication of systems for which the French codes have 
served as a model. To the second assertion we must object 
that it is contrary to the best-ascertained facts in the early 
history of law, and I venture to affirm generally that, in all 
indigenous societies, a condition of jurisprudence in which 
Testamentary privileges are not allowed, or rather not con¬ 
templated, has preceded that later stage of legal development 
in which the mere will of the proprietor is permitted under 
more or less of restriction to override the claims of his kindred 
in blood. 

The conception of a Will or Testament cannot be con¬ 
sidered by itself. It is a member, and not the first, of a series 
of conceptions. In itself a Will is simply the instrument by 
which the intention of the testator is declared. It must be 
clear, I think, that before such an instrument takes its turn 
for discussion, there are several preliminary points to be 
examined—as, for example, what is it, what sort of right or 
interest, which passes from a dead man on his decease? to 
whom and in what form does it jxiss? and how came it that 
the dead were allowed to control the posthumous disposition 
of their property? Thrown into technical language, the 
dependence of the various conceptions which contribute to 
the notion of a Will is thus expressed. A Will or Testament 
is an instrument by which the devolution of an inheritance is 
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presetibed. Inheritance is a form of universal succession. A 
universal succession is a succession to a untversi/as Juris, or 
university of rights and duties. Inverting this order we have 
therefore to inquire what is a universilas juris; what is a 
universal succession; what is the form of universal succession 
which is called an inheritance. And there are also two further 
questions, independent to some extent of the points I have 
mooted, but demanding solution before the subject of Wills 
can be exhausted. These are, how came an inheritance to be 
controlled in any case by the testator’s volition, and what is 
the nature of the instalment by which it came to be controlled? 

The first question relates to the unwersitas juris ; that is, 
a university (or bundle) of rights and duties. A unwersitas 
juris is a collection of rights and duties united by the single 
circumstance of their having belonged at one time to some 
one person. It is, as it were, the legal clothing of some givers 
individual. It is not formed by grouping together any rights 
and any duties. It can only be con.stituted by taking all the 
rights and all the duties of a particular person. The tie 
which so connects a number of rights of pro|)erty, rights of 
way, rights to legacies, duties of specific performance, debts, 
obligations to compensate wrongs—which so connects all these 
legal privileges and duties together as to constitute them a 
unwersitas juris, is the /act of their having attached to some 
individual capable of exercising them. Without this fact 
there is no university of rights and duties. The expression 
unwersitas juris is not classical, but for the notion juris¬ 
prudence is exclusively indebted to Roman law; nor is it at 
all difficult to seize. We must endeavour to collect under one 
conception the whole set of legal relations in which e.ach one 
of us sUnds to the rest of the world. These, whatever be their 
character and compwsition, make up together a unwersitas 
juris; and there is but little danger of mistake in forming 
the notion, if we are only careful to remember that duties 
enter into it quite a.s much as rights. Our duties may over¬ 
balance our rights. A man may owe more than he is worth, 
and therefore if a money value is set on his collective legal 
relations he may be what is called insolvent. But for all that 
the entire group of rights and duties which centres in him is 
not the less a “ juris universitas.” 

We come next to a “ universal succession.” A universal 
succession is a succession to a unwersitas juris. It occurs when 
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one man is invested with the legal clothing of another, be¬ 
coming at the same moment subject to all his liabilities and 
entitled to all his rights. In order that the universal succession 
may be true and perfect, the devolution must take place utw 
utu, as the jurists phrase it. It is of course possible to con¬ 
ceive one man acquiring the whole of the rights and duties of 
another at different periods, as for example by successive 
purchases; or he might acquire them in different capacities, 
part as heir, part as purchaser, part as legatee. But though 
the group of rights and duties thus made up should in fact 
amount to the whole legal personality of a particular in¬ 
dividual, the acquisition would not be a universal succession. 
In order that there may be a true universal succession, the 
transmission must be such as to pass the whole aggregate of 
rights and duties at the same moment and in virtue of the same 
legal capacity in the recipient. The notion of a universal suc¬ 
cession, like that of a juris universitas, is permanent in juris¬ 
prudence, though in the English legal system it is obscured 
by the great variety of capacities in which rights are acquired, 
and, above all, by the distinction between the two great 
provinces of English property, “ realty ” and “ personalty.” 
The succession of an assignee in bankruptcy to the entire 
property of the bankrupt is, however, a universal succession, 
though as the assignee only pays debts to the extent of the 
assets, this is only a modified form of the primary notion. 
W'ere it common among us for persons to take assignments 
of all a man’s property on condition of paj-ing all his debts, 
such transfers would exactly resemble the universal succes¬ 
sions known to the oldest Roman Law. When a Roman 
citizen adrogated a son, t.e. took a man, not already under 
Patria Potestas, as his adoptive child, he succeeded univer¬ 
sally to the adoptive child’s estate, i e. he took all the property 
and became liable for all the obligations. Several other forms 
of universal succession appear in the primitive Roman Law, 
but infinitely the most important and the most durable of all 
was that one with which we are more immediately concerned, 
Hereditas or Inheritance. Inheritance was a universal suc¬ 
cession occurring at a death. The universal successor was 
Ilaeres or Heir. He stepped at once into all the rights and all 
the duties of the dead man. lie was instantly clothed with 
his entire legal person, and I need scarcely add that the 
special character of the Haeres remained the same, whether he 
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was named by a Will or whether he took on an Intestacy. 
The term Haeres is no more emphatically used of the Intestate 
than of the Testamentary Heir, for the manner in which a 
man became Haeres had nothing to do with the legal character 
he sustained. The dead man’s universal successor, however 
he became so, whether by Will or by Intestacy, was his Heir. 
But the Heir was not necessarily a single person. A group of 
persons considered in law as a single unit, might succeed as 
co-hetrs to the Inheritance. 

Let me now quote the usual Roman definition of an Inherit¬ 
ance. The reader will be in a position to appreciate the full 
force of the separate terms. Uartdilas esi iuccessio in um- 
versum jus quod dejunctus habutt (“ an inheritance is a succes¬ 
sion to the entire legal position of a deceased man ”). The 
notion was that, though the physical person of the deceased 
had perished, his legal personality survived and descended 
unimpaired on his Heir or Co-heirs, in whom his identity (so 
far as the law was concerned) was continued. Our own law, 
in constituting the Executor or Administrator the repre¬ 
sentative of tlie deceased to the extent of his jX’rsonal assets, 
may serve as an illustration of the theory from which it 
emanated, but, although it illustrates, it docs not explain it. 
The view of even tlie later Roman laiw required a closeness of 
correspondence between the position of the deceased and of 
his Heir which is no feature of an English representation; 
and in the primitive jurispnidcme every thing turned on the 
continuity of succession. Unless provision was made in the 
will for the instant devolution of the testator’s rights and 
duties on the Heir or Co-heirs, the testament lost all its effect. 

In modem Testamentary jiirispmdcm e, as in the later 
Roman law, the object of first importance is the execution of 
the testator’s intentions. In the ancient law of Rome the 
subject of corresponding carefulness was the bestowal of the 
Universal Succession. One of tliesc rules seems to our eyes a 
principle dictated by common sense, while the other looks 
very much like an idle crotchet. Yet that without the sei ond 
of them the first would never have come into being is as certain 
as any proposition of the kind ran be. 

In order to solve this apjiarcnt paradox, and to bring into 
greater clearness the tram of ideas which I have been en¬ 
deavouring to indicate, I must borrow the results of the 
inquiry which was attempted in tlie earlier portion of the 
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preceding chapter. We saw one peculiarity invariably dis¬ 
tinguishing the infancy of society. Men are regarded and 
treated, not as individuals, but always as members of a 
particular group. Everybody is first a citizen, and then, as a 
citizen, he is a member of his order—of an aristocracy or 
a democracy, of an order of patricians or plebeians; or, in 
those societies which an unhappy fate has afflicted with a 
special perversion in their course of development, of a caste. 
Next, he is a member of a gens, house, or clan; and lastly, 
he is a member of his family. This last was the narrowest and 
most personal relation in which he stood; nor, paradoxical 
as it may seem, was he ever regarded as himself, as a distinct 
individual. His individuality was swallowed up in his family. 
I repeat the definition of a primitive society given before. It 
has for its units, not individuals, but groups of men united 
by the reality or the fiction of blood-relationship. 

It is in the peculiarities of an undeveloped society that 
we seize the first trace of a universal succession. Contrasted 
with the organisation of a modem state, the commonwealths 
of primitive times may be fairly described as consisting of a 
number of little despotic governments, each perfectly dis¬ 
tinct from the rest, each absolutely controlled by the pre¬ 
rogative of a single monarch. But though the Patriarch, for 
we must not yet call him the Pater-familias, had rights thus 
extensive, it is impossible to doubt that he lay under an equal 
amplitude of obligations. If he governed the family, it was 
for its behoof. If he was lord of its possessions, he held them 
as trustee for his children and kindred. He had no privilege 
or position distinct from that conferred on him by his relation 
to the petty commonwealth which he governed. The Family, 
in fact, was a Corporation; and he was its representative or, 
we might almost say, its Public officer. He enjoyed rights 
and stood under duties, but the rights and the duties were, 
in the contemplation of his fellow-citizens and in the eye of 
the law, quite as much those of the collective body as his own. 
Let us consider for a moment the effect which would be pro¬ 
duced by the death of such a representative. In the eye of 
the law, in the view of the civil magistrate, the demise of the 
domestic authority would be a perfectly immaterial event. 
The person representing the collective body of the family and 
primarily respionsible to municipial jurisdiction would bear 
a different name; and that would be all. The rights and 
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obligations which attached to the deceased head of the house 
would attach, without breach of continuity, to his successor; 
for, in point of fact, they would be the nghts and obligations 
of the family, and the family had the distinctive charac¬ 
teristic of a corporation—that it never died. Creditors would 
have the same remedies against the new chieftain as against 
the old, for the liability being that of the still existing family 
would be absolutely unchanged. All rights available to the 
family would be as available after the demise of the head¬ 
ship as before it—except that the Corjxiration would be 
obliged—if indeed language so precise and technical can be 
properly used of these early times—would be obliged to iu4 
under a slightly modified name. 

The history of jurisprudence must be followed in its whole 
course, if we are to understand how gradually and tardily 
society dissolved itself into the component atoms of which 
it is now constituted—by what insensible gradations the 
relation of man to man substituted itself for the relation of 
the individual to his family and of families to each other. 
The point now to be attended to is that even when the 
revolution had apparently quite accomplished itself, even 
when the magistrate had in great measure assumed the place 
of the rater-familias, and the civil tribunal substituted itself 
for the domestic forum, nevertheless the whole scheme of 
rights and duties administered by the judicial authorities 
remained shaped by the influence of the obsolete privileges 
and coloured in every part by their reflection. There seems 
little question that the devolution of the Universitas Juris, 
so strenuously insisted upon by the Roman Law os the first 
condition of a testamentary or intesUte succession, was a 
feature of the older form of society which men’s minds had 
been unable to dissociate from the new, though with that 
newer phase it had no true or proper connection. It seems, 
in truth, that the prolongation of a man’s legal existence in 
his heir, or in a group of co-heirs, is neither more nor le,ss 
than a characteristic of the family transferred by a fiction 
to the individual. Succession in corporations is necessarily 
universal, and the family was a corporation. Corporations 
never die. The decease of individual members makes no 
difference to the collective existence of the aggregO;^ body, 
and does not in any way affect its legal incidents, its laculties 
or liabilities. Now in the idea of a Roman universal succession 
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all these qualities of a corporation seem to have been trans¬ 
ferred to the individual citizen. His physical death is allowed 
to exercise no effect on the legal position which he filled, 
apparently on the principle that that jxisition is to be adjusted 
as closely as possible to the analogies of a family, which, in 
its corpwrate character, was not of course liable to physical 
extinction. 

I observe that not a few continental jurists have much 
difficulty in comprehending the nature of the connection 
between the conceptions blended in a universal succession, 
and there is perhaps no topic in the philosophy of jurispru¬ 
dence on which their speculations, as a general rule, possess so 
little value. But the student of English law ought to be in no 
danger of stumbling at the analysis of the idea which we are 
examining. Much light is cast upon it by a fiction in our own 
system with which all lawyers are familiar. English lawyers 
classify corporations as Corporations aggregate and Corpora¬ 
tions sole. A Corporation aggregate is a true Corporation, but 
a Corporation sole is an individual, being a member of a series 
of individuals, who is invested by a fiction with the qualities 
of a Corporation. I need hardly cite the King or the Parson 
of a Parish as instances of Corporations sole. The capacity 
or office is here considered apart from the particular person 
who from time to time may occupy it, and, this capacity being 
perpetual, the series of individuals who fill it are clothed with 
the leading attribute of Corporations—Perpetuity. Now in the 
older theory of Roman Law the individual bore to the family 
precisely the same relation which in the rationale of English 
jurisprudence a Corporation sole bears to a Coiporation 
aggregate. The derivation and association of ideas are 
exactly the same. In fact, if we say to ourselves that for pur- 
pioses of Roman Testamentary Jurisprudence each individual 
citizen was a Corporation sole, we shall not only realise the 
full conception of an inheritance, but have constantly at 
command the clue to the assumption in which it originated. 
It is an axiom with us that the King never dies, being a 
Corporation sole. His capacities are instantly filled by his 
successor, and the continuity of dominion is not deemed 
to have been interrupted. With the Romans it seemed an 
equally simple and natural process, to eliminate the fact of 
death from the devolution of rights and obligations. The 
testator lived on in his heir or in the group of his co-heirs. He 
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wtA in law the same person with them, and if any one in his 
testamentary dispositions had even constructively violated 
the principle which united his actual and his posthumous 
existence, the law rejected the defective instrument, and 
gave the inheritance to the kindred in blood, whose capacity 
to fulfil the conditions of heirship was conferred on them 
by the law itself, and not by any document which by possi¬ 
bility might be erroneously framed. 

When a Roman citizen died intestate or leaving no valid 
Will, his descendants or kindred became his heirs according 
to a scale which will be presently described. The pierson or 
class of piersons who succeeded did not simply represent the 
deceased, but, in conformity with the theory just delineated, 
they continued his ciril life, his legal existence. The same 
resulu followed when the order of succession was deter¬ 
mined by a Will, but the theory of the identity between the 
dead man and his heirs was certainly much older tlian any 
form of Testament or phase of Testamentary jurisprudence. 
This indeed is the proper moment for suggesting a doubt 
which will press on us with greater force the further we plumb 
the depths of this subject,—whether mils would ever have 
come into being at all if it had not been for thtse remarkable 
ideas connected with universal succe^ion. Tesumenury 
law is the application of a principle which may be explained 
on a variety of philosophical hypotheses as plausible as they 
are gratuitous; it is interwoven with every part of modem 
society, and it is defensible on the broadest grounds of general 
expediency. But the warning can never be too often repeated, 
that the grand source of mistake in questions of jurisprudence 
is the impression that those reasons which actuate us at the 
present moment, in the maintenance of an existing institution, 
have necessarily anything in common with the sentiment in 
which the institution originated. It is certain that, in the old 
Roman Law of InheriUnce, the notion of a will or testament 
is inextricably mixed up, I might almost say confounderl, 
with the theory of a man’s posthumous existence in the 

person of his heir. • c , • u 

The conception of a universal succession, firmly as it has 
taken root in jurisprudence, has not occurred spontaneously 
to the framers of every body of laws. Wherever it is now 
found, it may be shown to have descended from Roman law; 
and with it have come down a host of legal rules on the 
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s\ibject of Testaments and Testamentary gifts, which modem 
practitioners apply without discerning their relation to the 
parent theory. But, in the pure Roman jurisprudence, the 
principle that a man lives on in his Heir—the elimination, if 
we may so speak, of the fact of death—is too obviously for 
mistake the centre round which the whole Law of Testamen¬ 
tary and Intestate succession is circling. The unflinching 
sternness of the Roman law in enforcing compliance with 
the governing theory would in itself suggest that the theory 
grew out of something in the primitive constitution of Roman 
society; but we may push the proof a good way beyond the 
presumption. It happens that several technical expressions, 
dating from the earliest institution of Wills at Rome, have 
been accidentally preserved to us. We have in Gains the 
formula of investiture by which the universal successor was 
created We have the ancient name by which the person 
afterwards called Heir was at first designated. We have 
further the text of the celebrated clause in the Twelve 
Tables by which the Testamentary power was expressly 
ri'cogniscd, and the clauses regulating Intestate Succe.ssion 
fiave also been preserved. All these archaic phrases have one 
salient peculiarity. They indicate that what pas.sed from the 
'I’estator to the Heir was the I'amtly, that is, the aggregate 
of rights and duties contained in the Patna Potestas and 
growing nut of it. The material property is in three instances 
not mentioned at all, in two others, it is visibly named as 
an adjunct or append.ige of the Family. The onginal Will 
or Testament was therefore an instrument, or (for it was 
probably not at first m writing) a proceeding, by which the 
devolution of the Family was regulated. It was a mode of 
declaring w'lio was to have the chieftainship, in succession to 
the Testator. \\ hen Wills arc understood to have this for 
their original object, we see at oni e how it is that they came 
to be connected with one of the most curious relics of ancient 
religion and law, the sacra, or h'amily Rites. These sacra were 
the Roman form of an institution winch shows itself wherever 
society has not wholly shaken itself free from its primitive 
clothing. They are the sacrifices and ceremonies by which 
the brotherhood of the family is commemorated, the pledge 
and the witness of its perpetuity. Whate\er be their nature, 
—whether it be true or not that in all cases they are the 
worship of some mythical ancestor,—they are everywhere 
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employed to attest the sacrednoss of the familv relation ; and 
therefore they acquire prominent sigmlicaiu e and miportanee, 
wheneser the continuous evislence of the FainiK' is endan¬ 
gered by a change in the person of its cliief. Accordingly 
we hear most alxiut them in conneition with demises of 
domestic sovereignty. Among the Hindoos, the right to 
inherit a dead man's property is e\ai.t!y cocytensive with 
the duty of performing his otisequies. If the rites are not 
properly performed or not performeii by the proper person, 
no relation is considered as established between the dei eased 
and anybody sursiving him; the I-iw of Suci ession docs not 
apply, and nnlxidy can inherit the properts’ hAery great 
e\ent in the life of a Hindoo seems to he reg.iided as leading 
up to and hearing upon those soleniiuties. If he marries, it 
is to have children who may celebrate them after his lieath, 
if he has no ihildrcn, he lies under the strongest obligation 
to adopt them from another family, “ with a view," writes 
the Hindoo doctor, “ to the funeral rake, the w.itcr, and the 
solemn sacrifice.” 'I'hc sphere preserced to the Roman scifra 
m the time of Cicero, was not less in e.yteiit. it emhrai ed 
Inheritances and Adoptions. No Adoption wiis allowed to t.ikc 
place without due provision for the sacra of the family from 
which the adoptive son was transferred, and no 'I'e.stament 
was allowed to distribute an Inheritance without a strut 
apportionment of the expenses of these i eremonies among 
the different co-heirs. llie differences hetwim the Koiiiaii 
law at this epoch, when we obtain our last glimpse of the 
sacra, and the existing Hindoo ssstem, are most instnutive. 
Among the Hindoos, the religious clement in law hits ac¬ 
quired a complete predominance. Family sai rif< es liave 
become the keystone of all tlie laiw of Persons and rmieh of 
the Law of Things. They ha\c even received a monstrous 
extension, for it is a plausible o|)inion that the sell-unmolation 
of the widow at her husband’s funeral, a praituc lontinued 
to historical times by the Hindoos, and commemorated m 
the traditions of several Indo-Luropean races, was an addition 
grafted on the primitive sacra, under the infiucnce of the 
impression, which always accompanies the idea of sacrifice,, 
that human blood is the most precious of all oblations. VS’ith 
the Romans, on the contrary, the legal obligation and the 
religious duty have ceased to be lilended. I he necessity of 
solemnising the sacra forms no part of the theory oi cavil 
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law, but they are under the separate jurisdiction of the College 
of Pontiffs. The letters of Cicero to Atticus, which are full of 
allusions to them, leave no doubt that they constituted an 
intolerable burden on Inheritances; but the point of develop¬ 
ment at which law breaks away from religion has been 
passed, and we are prepared for their entire disappearance 
irom the later jurisprudence. 

In Hindoo law there is no such thing as a true Will. The 
place filled by Wills is occupied by Adoptions. We can now 
see the relation of the Testamentary Power to the Faculty of 
Adoption, and the reason why the e.xercise of either of them 
could call up a peculiar solicitude for the performance of the 
sacra. Both a Will and an Adoption threaten a distortion of 
the ordinary course of Family descent, but they are obviously 
contrivances for preventing the descent being wholly inter¬ 
rupted, when there is no succession of kindred to carry it on. 
Of the two expedients Adoption, the factitious creation of 
blood-relationshij), is the only one which has suggested itself 
to the greater part of archaic societies. The Hindoos have 
indeed advanced one |)Oint on what was doubtless the antique 
practiic, by allowing the widow to adopt when the father 
has neglected to do so, and there are in the local customs of 
Bengal some faint traces of the Testamentary powers. But 
to the Romans belongs pre-eminently the credit of inventing 
the Will, the institution which, next to the Contract, has 
exercised the greatest influence in transforming human 
society. We must lie careful not to attribute to it in its 
earliest shape the functions which have attended it in more 
recent times. It was at first, not a mode of distributing a 
dead man’s goods, but one among several ways of transferring 
the representation of tfie household to a new chief. The goods 
de.scend no doubt to the Heir, Init that is only because the 
government of tlie family carries with it in its devolution the 
power of disposing of the common stock. We are very far 
as )et from tliat stage m the history of Wills in which they 
become powerful instruments in modifying society through 
the stimulus they give to the circulation of property and the 
plasticity they produce in proprietary rights. No such con¬ 
sequences as these appear m fact to have been associated 
with the Testamentary power even by the latest Roman 
lawyers. It will be found that Wills were never looked upon 
in the Roman community as a contrivance for parting Property 
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and the Family, or for creating a vanety of miscellaneous 
interests, but rather as a means of making a better provision 
for the members of a household than could be secured through 
the rules of Intestate succession. Wc may sus(>ect indeed 
that the associations of a Roman with the practice of wilt¬ 
making were extremely different from tliose familiar to us 
nowadays. The habit of regarding Adoption and Testation 
as modes of continuing the Family cannot but have h.td 
something to do with tlie singular laxity of Roman notions 
as to the inheritance of sovereignty. It is impossible not to 
see that the succession of the early Rom.in Kmiterors to each 
other was considered reasonably regular, and tliat, in spite 
of all that had occurred, no absurdity attached to the ])re- 
tension of such Princes as Theodosius or Justinian to style 
themselves Cse^ar and Augustus. 

When the phenomena of primitive societies emerge into 
light, it seems impossible to dis|)utc a proposition which tlie 
jurists of the seventeenth century considered doubtful, that 
Intestate Inheritance is a more am lent institution than 
Testamentary Succession. As soon os this is settled, a (jues- 
tion of much interest suggests itself, how and under what 
conditions were the directions of a will first allowed to regu¬ 
late the devolution of authority over the household, and 
consequently the posthumous distribution of property. The 
difficulty of deciding the point arises from the rarity of 
Testamentary power in archaic communities. It is doiilttful 
whether a true power of testation was known to any original 
society except the Roman. Kuduneniary forms of it occur 
here and there, but most of them arc not exempt from the 
suspicion of a Roman origin. The Athenian will was, no 
doubt, indigenous, liut then, os will ajiiicar prc.scntly, it was 
only an inchoate Testament. As to the Wills which are 
sanctioned by the bodies of law which have descended to us 
as the codes of the barbarian conquerors of Imiicnal Rome, 
they are almost certainly Roman. Ihe most penetrating 
German criticism has recently been directed to these If^es 
liarbarorum, the great object of investigation being to detach 
those portions of each system which formed the customs 
of the tribe in its original home from the adventitious in¬ 
gredients which were borrowed from the laws of the Romans. 
In the course of this process, one result has invariably dis¬ 
closed itself, that the ancient nucleus of the code contains no 
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trace of a Will. Whatever testamentary law exists, has been 
taken from Roman jurisprudence. Similarly, the rudimentary 
Testament which (as I am informed) the Rabbinical Jewish 
law provides for, has been attributed to contact with the 
Romans. The only form of testament, not belonging to a 
Roman or Hellenic society, which can reasonably be supposed 
indigenous, is that recognised by the usages of the province 
of Bengal; and the testament of Bengal is only a rudimentary 
Will. 

The evidence, however, such as it is, seems to point to the 
conclusion that Testaments are at first only allowed to take 
efiect on failure of the persons entitled to have the inheritance 
by right of blood genuine or fictitious. Thus, when Athenian 
citizens were empowered for the first time by the Laws of 
Solon to execute Testaments, they were forbidden to disin¬ 
herit their direct male descendants. So, too, the Will of 
Bengal is only permitted to govern the succession so far as it 
is consistent with certain overriding claims of the family. 
Again, the original institutions of the Jews having provide 
nowhere for the privileges of Testatorship, the later Rabbini¬ 
cal jurisprudence, which pretends to supply the casus omissi 
of the Mosaic law, allows the Power of Testation to attach 
when all the kindred entitled under the Mosaic system to 
succeed have failed or are undiscoverable. The limitations 
by which the andent German codes hedge in the testamentary 
jurisprudence which has been incorporated with them are 
also significant, and point in the same direction. It is the 
peculiarity of most of these German laws, in the only shape 
m which we know them, that, besides the allod or domain of 
each household, they recognise several subordinate kinds or 
orders of property, each of which probably represents a 
separate transfusion of Roman principles into the primitive 
body of Teutonic usage. The primitive German or allodial 
property is strictly reserved to the kindred. Not only is it 
mcapable of being disposed of by testament but it is scarcely 
capable of being alienated by conveyance inlet vivos. The 
andent German law, like the Hindoo jurisprudence, makes 
the male children co-proprietors with their father, and the 
endowment of the family cannot be parted with except by 
the consent of all its members. But the other sorts of projierty, 
of more modem origin and lower dignity than the allodial 
possessions, are much more easily alienated than they, and 



Testamentary Succession 117 

follow much more lenient rules of devolution. Women and 
the descendants of women succeed to them, obviously on the 
principle that they lie outside the sacred precinct of the 
Agnatic brotherhood. Now, it is on these last descriptions 
of property, and on these only, that the Testaments borrowed 
from Rome were at first allowed to operate. 

These few indications may serve to lend additional plausi¬ 
bility to that which in itself appears to be the most probable 
explanation of an ascertained fact in the early history of 
Roman Wills. We have it stated on abundant authority that 
Testaments, during the primitive period of the Roman State, 
were executed in the Comitia Calata, that is, in the Comitia 
Curiata, or Parliament of the Patrician Burghers of Rome, 
when assembled for Private Business. This mode of execution 
has been the source of the assertion, handed down by one 
generation of civilians to another, that every Will at one era 
of Roman history was a solemn legislative enactment. But 
there is no necessity whatever for resorting to an explanation 
which has the defect of attributing far too much precision 
to the proceedings of the ancient assembly. The pro[)cr key 
to the story concerning the execution of Wills in the Comitia 
Calata must no doubt be sought in the oldest Roman Law 
of intesUtU succession. The canons of primitive Roman 
jurisprudence regulating the inheritance of relations from 
each other were, so long as they remained unmodified by the 
EdicUl Law of the Praetor, to the following effect:—First, 
the sui or direct descendants who had never been emancipated 
succeeded. On the failure of the sui, the Nearest Agnate came 
into their place, that is, the nearest person or class of the 
kindred who was or might have been under the same Patna 
Potestas with the deceased. The third and last degree came 
next, in which the inheritance devolved on the genttUs that 
is on the collective members of the dead man’s gens or House. 
The House, I have explained already, was a fictitious exten¬ 
sion of the family, consisting of all Roman Patrician citizens 
who bore the same name, and who, on the ground oI war¬ 
ing the same name, were supposed to be ^ 

common ancestor. Now the Patrician Assembly calM the 
Comitia Curiata was a Legislature in which Gentes or Houses 
were exclusively represented. It was a represenUtive as¬ 
sembly of the Roman people, constituted on the wsump^n 
that the constituent unit of the state was the Gens, ihu 
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being so, the inference seems inevitable, that the cognizance 
of Wills by the Comitia was connected with the rights of the 
Gentiles, and was intended to secure them in their privilege of 
ultimate inheritance. The whole apparent anomaly is re¬ 
moved, if we suppose that a Testament could only be made 
when the testator had no gentiles discoverable, or when they 
waived their claims, and that every Testament was sub¬ 
mitted to the General Assembly of the Roman Gentes, in 
order that those aggrieved by its dispositions might put their 
veto upon it if they pleased, or by allowing it to pass might 
be presumed to have renounced their reversion. It is possible 
that on the eve of the publication of the Twelve Tables this 
vetoing power may have been greatly curtailed or only 
occasionally and capriciously exercised. It is much easier, 
however, to indicate the meaning and origin of the jurisdiction 
confided to the Comitia Calata, than to trace its gradual 
development or progressive decay. 

The Testament to which the pedigree of all modern Wills 
may be traced is not, however, the'I'estament executed in the 
Calata Comitia, but another Testament designed to compete 
with It and destined to supersede it. The historical importance 
of this early Roman Will, and the light it casts on much of 
ancient thought, will excuse me for describing it at some 
length. 

When the Testamentary power first discloses itself to us in 
legal history, there are signs that, like almost all the great 
Roman institutions, it was the subject of contention between 
the I’atriiians and the Plebeians. Tbe effect of the political 
ma.xim, I’lebs Gentem non habel, “a Plebeian cannot be a 
member of a House,” was entirely to exclude the Plebeians 
from the Comitia Curiata. Some critics have accordingly 
supposed that a Plebeian could not have his Will read or 
recited to the Patrician Assembly, and was thus deprived 
of 'I'cstamentary privileges altogether. Others have been 
satisfied to jioint out the hardships of ha\ing to submit a 
proposed Will to the unfriendly jurisdiction of an assembly 
in which the Testator was not represented. Whatever be 
the true view, a form of Testament came into use, which has 
all the characteristics of a contrnance intended to evade 
some distasteful obligation. The Will in question was a con¬ 
veyance inter vivos, a complete and irrevocable alienation of 
the Testator’s family and substance to the person whom he 
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meant to be his heir. The strict rules of Roman law must 
always have permitted such an alienation, but, when the 
transaction was intended to ha\e a iiosthuinous etTect, there 
may have been disputes whether it was valid (or Testamen- 
tarv purposes without the formal assent of the I’litrician 
Parliament. If a difference of o]union existed on the [wint 
between the two classes of the Roman population, it was 
extinguished, with many other souries of lieartburning, by 
the great Decern viral compromise. The text of the TweKe 
Tallies IS still extant which says, “ PaUr Jamtiias uti tie 
pecunta tuttlave rtt siiir Ugiissil, tia iiis esto ”—a law which 
can hardly ha\e liad anv other ohjci l than the legalisation 
of the Plebeian U ill. 

It IS well known to scholars that, centuries after the Patri¬ 
cian Assembly had ceased to lie the legislature of the Roman 
State, it still continued to hold formal sittings for the con¬ 
venience of private business, ('onsei)uciuly, at a period long 
subsetjuent to the publication of the liccemMial 1-iw, there 
is reason to believe that the ( omitia ( alata still a.ssemliled 
for the validation of Testaments Its probable func iiciiis may 
be best indicated by saying tliai it was a C ourt of Registration, 
witfi the understanding liowever tliat the Wills exhibited 
were not enrolUd, hut simply recited to the memIxTs, who 
were supposed to take note of their tenor and to commit 
them to memory. It is very likeK that this form ol I estiinicnt 
was never recluccci to writing at all, but at all events if the 
Will had been originally written, the ofiice of the Comma 
was c'crtainlv confined to hearing it read aloud, the cIck uincnt 
being retained afterwards in the custociy of the Icstator, 
or deposited under tlie safeguard of some reh.tums corpcira- 
tion. This publicity may lia\ e 1 'cen one of the iiu ideiits of the 
Testament executed in the (.omitia (alata which brought it 
into pojiular disfavour. In the earls years of the I'.mpire the 
Comma still held its meetings, hut they seem to have lapsed 
into the merest form, and few Wills, or none, were jcrob.ibly 
presented at the periodica! sitting. 

It IS the .ancient Plebeian Will—the alternative of the 
Testament just described—who h in its remote effects has 
deeply modified the civilisation of the modern worhl. ft 
acquired at Rome all the jiojailarity which the iestainent 
submitted to the Calata Comitia appears to have lost. The 
key to all its characteristics lies in its descent from tlie 
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mancipium, or ancient Roman conveyance, a proceeding to 
which we may unhesitatingly assign the parentage of two 
great institutions without which m^em society can scarcely 
be supposed capable of holding together, the Contract and the 
Will. The mancipium, or as the word would exhibit itself 
in later Latinity, the Mancipation, carries us back by its in¬ 
cidents to the infancy of civil society. As it sprang from 
times long anterior, if not to the invention, at all events to 
the popularisation, of the art of writing, gestures, symbolical 
acts, and solemn phrases take the place of documentary 
forms, and a lengthy and intricate ceremonial is intended to 
call the attention of the parties to the importance of the 
transaction, and to impress it on the memory of the witnesses. 
The imperfection too of oral, as compared with written, 
testimony necessitates the multiplication of the witnesses 
and assistants beyond what in later times would be reasonable 
or intelligible limits. 

The Roman Mancipation required the presence first of all 
of the parties, the vendor and vendee, or we should perhaps 
rather say, if we are to use modern legal language, the grantor 
and grantee. There were also no less than witnesses; and 
an anomalous personage, the Libripens, who brought with 
him a pair of scales to weigh the uncoined copper money 
of ancient Rome. The Testament we are considering—the 
Testament ptr as et libram, “ with the copper and the scales,” 
as it long continued to be technically called—was an ordi¬ 
nary Mancipation with no change in the form and hardly 
any in words. The Testator was the grantor; the five wit¬ 
nesses and the libripens were present; and the place of 
grantee was taken by a person known technically as the 
familia emptor, the Purchaser of the Family. The ordinary 
ceremony of a Mancipation was then proceeded with. Certain 
formal gestures were made and sentences pronounced. The 
Emptor familia simulated the payment of a price by striking 
the scales with a piece of money, and finally the Testator 
ratified what had been done in a set form of words called the 
” Nuncupatio ” or publication of the transaction, a phrase 
which, I need scarcely remind the lawyer, has had a long 
history in Testamentary jurisprudence. It is necessary to 
attend particularly to the character of the person called 
familia emptor. There is no doubt that at first he was the 
Heir himself. The Testator conveyed to him outright his whole 
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“ familia,” that is, all the rights he enjoyed over and through 
the family; his property, his slaves, and all his ancest^ 
privileges, together, on the other hand, with all his duties 
and obligations. 

With these data before us, we are able to note several 
remarkable points in which the Mancipatory Testament, 
as it may be called, diflered in its primitive form from a 
modem will. As it amounted to a conveyance oui-and-Mi of 
the Testator’s estate, it was not revocable. There could b« 
no new exercise of a power which had been exhausted. 

Again, it was not secret. The Familie Kmptor, being him¬ 
self the Heir, knew exactly what his rights were, and was 
aware that he was irreversibly entitled to the inheritance; 
a knowledge which the violences inseparable from the best- 
ordered ancient society rendered extremely dangerous. But 
perhaps the most surprising consequence of this relation of 
Testaments to Conveyances was the immediate vesting of 
the inheritance in the Heir. This has seemed so incredible 
to not a few civilians, that they have spoken of the Testator’s 
estate as vesting conditionally on the Testator’s death or 
as granted to him from a time uncertain, i.e. the death of 
the grantor. But down to the latest period of Roman juris¬ 
prudence there was a certain class of transactions which 
never admitted of being directly modified by a condition, or 
of being limited to or from a point of time. In technical lan¬ 
guage they did not admit conditio or dies. Mancipation was 
one of them, and therefore, strange as it may seem, wc are 
forced to conclude that the primitive Roman Will took effect 
at once, even though the Testator survived his act of TesU- 
tion. It is indeed likely that Roman citizens originally made 
their Wills only in the article of death, and that a provision 
for the continuance of the Family effected by a man in the 
flower of life would take the form rather of an Adoption than 
of a Will. Still we must believe that, if the Testator did re¬ 
cover, he could only continue to govern his household by the 
sufferance of his Heir. 

Two or three remarks should be made before I explain how 
these inconveniences were remedied, and how Testaments 
came to be invested with the characteristics now universally 
associated with them. The Testament was not necessarily 
written: at first, it seems to have been invariably oral, and, 
even in later times, the instrument declaratory of the bequests 
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was only incidentally connected with the Will and formed no 
essential part of it. It bore in fact exactly the same rela¬ 
tion to the Testament, which the deed leading the uses bore 
to the Fines and Recoveries of old English law, or which the 
charter of feoffment bore to the feoffment itself. Previously, 
indeed, to the Twelve Tables, no writing would have been of 
the slightest use, for the Testator had no power of giving 
legacies, and the only persons who could be advantaged by a 
will were the Heir or Co-heirs. But the extreme generality 
of the clause in the Twelve Tables soon produced the doctrine 
that the Heir must take the inheritance burdened by any 
directions which the Testator might give him, or in other 
words, take it subject to legacies. Written testamentary 
instruments assumed thereupon a new value, as a security 
against the fraudulent refusal of the heir to satisfy the lega¬ 
tees; but to the last it was at the Testator’s pleasure to rely 
exclusively on the testimony of the witnesses, and to declare 
by word of mouth the legacies which the familice emptor 
was commissioned to pay. 

The terms of the expression Emptor familice demand 
notice. “ Emptor ” indicates that the Will was literally a 
sale, and the word “ familise,” when compared with the 
phraseology in the Testamentary clause in the Twelve Tables, 
leads us to some instructive conclusions. “ Familia,” in 
classical Latinity, means always a man’s slaves. Here, how¬ 
ever, and generally in the language of ancient Roman law, 
it includes all persons under his Potestas, and the Testator’s 
material property or substance is understood to pass as an 
adjunct or appendage of his household. Turning to the law 
of the Twelve Tables, it will be seen that it speaks of tulela 
rei sure, “ the guardianship of his substance,” a form of 
expression which is the exact reverse of the phrase just 
examined. There does not therefore appear to be any mode 
of escaping from the conclusion, that, even at an era so 
comparatively recent as that of the Decemviral compromise, 
terms denoting “ household ” and “ property ” were blended 
in the current phraseology. If a man’s household had been 
spoken of as his property we might have explained the 
expression as pointing to the extent of the Patna Potestas, 
but, as the interchange is reciprocal, we must allow that the 
form of speed) canies us back to that primeval period in 
which property is owned by the family, and the family is 
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governed by the citizen, so that the members of the com¬ 
munity do not own their propterty and their family, but rather 
own their property through their family. 

At an epoch not easy to settle with precision, the Roman 
Praetors fell into the habit of acting upon Testaments solem¬ 
nised in closer conformity with the spirit than the letter of the 
law. Casual dispensations became insensibly the established 
practice, till at length a wholly new form of Will was matured 
and regularly engrafted on the Edictal Jurisprudence. Tlie 
new or Pmiortan Testament derived the whole of its impreg¬ 
nability from the Jus Honorarium or Equity of Rome. The 
Praitor of some particular year must have inserted a clause 
in his inaugural Proclamation declaratory of his intention to 
sustain all Testaments which should have been executed with 


such and such solemnities; and, the reform having been 
found advantageous, the article relating to it must have l>een 
again introduced by the Prsetor’s successor, and rcjieated by 
the next in office, till at length it formed a recognised portion 
of that body of jurisprudence which from these successive 
incorporations was styled the Perpetual or Continuous h.dict. 
On examining the conditions of a valid I’r.Ttorian Will they 
will be plainly seen to have been determined by the retjuire- 
ments of the Mancipatory Testament, the innovating Pralor 
having obviously prescribed to himself the retention of the old 
formalities just so far as they were warrants of genuineness or 
securities against fraud. At the execution of the Mancipatory 
Testament seven persons h.ad been present besides the 
Testator. Seven witnesses were accordingly essential to the 
Praetorian Will: two of them corresponding to the hbripens 
and famtha; mptor, wlio were now stripped of their symlwlical 
character, and were merely present for the purixisc of sup¬ 
plying their testimony. No emblematic ceremony was g.me 
through; the Will was merely recited; but then it is probaiile 
(though not absolutely certain) that a written instrument was 
necessary to perpetuate the evidence of the Testator s dis¬ 
positions. At all events, whenever a writing was rcaa or 
^hibited as a person’s last Will, we know certainly that the 
Prstorian Court would not sustain it by special intervcn ion, 
unless each of the seven witnesses had severally afhxed his 
seal to the outside. This is the first appearance of seeing 
in the history of jurisprudence, consider^ as a m^e of 
authentication. It is to be observed that the seals of Roman 
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Wills, and other documents of importance, did not simply 
serve as the index of the presence or assent of the signatory, 
but were literally fastenings which had to be broken before the 
writing could be inspected. 

The Edictal Law would therefore enforce the dispositions 
of a Testator, when, instead of being symbolised through the 
forms of mancipation, they were simply evidenced by the 
seals of seven witnesses. But it may be laid down as a general 
proposition, that the principal qualities of Roman property 
were incommunicable except through processes which were 
supposed to be coeval with the origin of the Civil Law. The 
PrsEtor therefore could not confer an Inheritance on anybody. 
He could not place the Heir or Co-heirs in that very relation 
in which the Testator had himself stood to his own rights 
and obligations. All he could do was to confer on the person 
designated as Heir the practical enjoyment of the property 
bequeathed, and to give the force of legal acquittances to his 
payments of the Testator’s debts. When he exerted his piowers 
to these ends, the Praetor was technically said to communicate 
the Bonorum Fossessio. The Heir specially inducted under 
these circumstances, or Bonorum Possessor, had every pro¬ 
prietary privilege of the Heir by the Civil Law. He took 
the profits and he could alienate, but then, for all his remedies 
for redress against wrong, he must go, as we should phrase 
it, not to the Common Law, but to the Equity side of the 
Praetorian Court. No great chance of error would be incurred 
by describing him ais having an equitable estate in the inherit¬ 
ance; but then, to secure ourselves against being deluded 
by the analogy, we must always recollect that in one year 
the Bonorum Possessio was operated upon a principle of 
Roman Law known as Usucapion, and the Possessor became 
Quiritarian owner of all the property comprised in the 
inheritance. 

We know too little of the older law of Civil Process to be 
able to strike the balance of advantage and disadvantage 
between the different classes of remedies supplied by the 
Prffitorian Tribunal. It is certain, however, that, in spite of 
its many defects, the Mancipatory Testament by which the 
umversttas juris devolved at once and unimpaired was never 
entirely superseded by the new Will; and at a period less 
bigoted to antiquarian forms, and perhaps not quite alive to 
their significance, all the ingenuity of the Jurisconsults seems 
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to have been ejqjended on the improvement of the more 
venerable instrument. At the era of Gaius, which is that of 
the Antonine Caesars, the great blemishes of the Mancipatory 
Will had been removed. Originally, as we have seen, the 
essential character of the formalities had required that the 
Heir himself should be the Purchaser of the Family, and 
the consequence was that he not only instantly acquired a 
vested interest in the Testator’s Property, but was fomtally 
made aware of his rights. But the age of Gaius pwimitted 
some unconcerned person to officiate as Purchaser of the 
Family. The heir, therefore, was not necessarily informed of 
the succession to which he was destined; and Wills thence¬ 
forward acquired the property of secrecy. The substitution of 
a stranger for the actual Heir in the functions of “ Famili* 
Emptor ” had other ulterior consequences. As soon as it was 
legalised, a Roman Testament came to consist of two parts or 
stages—a conveyance, which was a pure form, and a Nun- 
cupatio, or Publication. In this latter pa.ssage of the pro¬ 
ceeding, the Testator either orally declared to the assistants 
the wishes which were to be executed after his death, or 
produced a written document in which his wishes were 
embodied. It was not probably till attention had lieen quite 
drawn off from the imaginary Conveyance, and concentrated 
on the Nuncupation as the essential part of the transaction, 
that Wills were allowed to become revocable. 

I have thus carried the pedigree of Wills some way down 
in legal history. The root of it is the old Testament " with 
the copper and the scales,” founded on a Mancipation or 
Conveyance. This ancient Will has,however,manifold defects, 
which are remedied, though only indirectly, by the Pratorian 
law. Meantime the ingenuity of the Junsconsults effects, in 
the Common-Law Will or Mancipatory Tc.stament, the very 
improvements which the Prsetor may have concurrently 
carried out in Equity. These last ameliorations depend, 
however, on mere legal dexterity, and we see accordingly that 
the Testamentary Law of the day of Gaius or Ulpian is only 
transitional. What changes next ensued we know not; but 
at length, just before the reconstruction of the junsprudence 
by Justinian, we find the subjects of tlie Eastern Roman 
Empire employing a form of Will of which the pedigree is 
traceable to the Prastorian Testament on one side, and to the 
Testament “ with the copper and the scales ” on the other. 
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Like the Testament of the Praetor, it required no Mancipation, 
and was invalid unless sealed by seven witnesses. Like the 
Mancipatory Will, it passed the Inheritance and not merely 
a Bonorum Possessio. Several, however, of its most impor¬ 
tant features were annexed by positive enactments, and it is 
out of regard to this threefold derivation from the Praetorian 
Edict, from the Civil Law, and from the Imperial Constitu¬ 
tions, that Justinian speaks of the Law of Wills in his own 
day as Jus Tripertitum. The new Testament thus described 
is the one generally known as the Roman Will. But it was 
the Will of the Eastern Empire only; and the researches of 
Savigny have shown that in Western Europe the old Mancipa¬ 
tory Testament, with all its apparatus of conveyance, copper, 
and scales, continued to be the form in use far down in the 
Middle Ages. 
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CHAPTF.R VII 

ancient and modern ideas RESPEC'TIVG Win_S AND 
SUCCESSIONS 

Although there is much in tlie modern European biw ol 
Wills which is intimately connected with the oldest rules of 
Testamentary disposition practised among men, there are 
nevertheless some important dilTerence.s l)etwcen ancient and 
modem ideas on the subject of Wills and Successions. Some 
of the points of diflerence I shall endeavour to illustrate in 
this chapter. 

At a period, removed several centuries from the era of the 
Twelve Tables, we find a variety of rules engrafted on the 
Roman Civil Law with the view of limiting the disinherison of 
children; we have the jurisdiction of the Pratlor very actively 
exerted in the same interest; and we are also presented witii 
a new remedy, very anomalous in character and of uncertain 
origin, called the Querela Inoiriciosi Testamenti, “ the TLiint 
of an Unduteous Will,” directed to the reinstatement of the 
issue in inheritances from which they had been unjustifiably 
excluded by a father's 'I'cstamcnt. Conijiaring this condition 
of the law with the text of the Twelve Tables wlm h concedes 
in terms the utmost liberty of Testation, several writers have 
been tempted to interweave a good <ieal of dramatic incident 
into their history of the Law lestanientary. Ihey tell us of 
the boundless license of disinhcnson in which the heads of 
families instantly began to indulge, of tlic scandal and injury 
to public morals which the new practices engendered, and ol 
the applause of all good men which hailed the courage of the 
Praetor in arresting the progress of paternal depravity. This 
story, which is not without some foundation for the principal 
fact it relates, is often so told as to disclose very serious 
misconceptions of the principles of legal history. I he I^w 
of the Twelve Tables is to be explained by the character 
of the age m which it was enacted. It does not license u 
tendency which a later era thought itself bound to counteract, 
but it proceeds on the assumption that no such tendency 
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exists, or, perhaps we should say, in ignorance of the possi¬ 
bility of its existence. There is no likelihood that Roman 
citizens began immediately to avail themselves freely of the 
power to disinherit. It is against all reason and sound appre¬ 
ciation of history to suppose that the yoke of family bondage, 
still patiently submitted to, as we know, where its pressure 
galled most cruelly, would be cast off in the very particular in 
which its incidence in our own day is not otherwise than 
welcome. The Law of the Twelve I'ables permitted ths 
execution of Testaments in the only case in which it was 
thought possible that they could be executed, viz. on failure 
of children and proximate kindred. It did not forbid the 
disinherison of direct descendants, inasmuch as it did not 
legislate against a contingency which no Roman lawgiver of 
that era could have contemplated. No doubt, as the offices 
of family affection progressively lost the aspect of primary 
personal duties, the disinherison of children was occasionally 
attempted. But the interference of the Prjetor, so far from 
being called for by the universality of the abuse, was doubtless 
first prompted by the fact that such instances of unnatural 
caprice were few and exceptional, and at conflict with the 
current morality. 

The indications furnished by this part of Roman Testa¬ 
mentary Law are of a very different kind. It is remarkable 
that a Will never seems to have been regarded by the Romans 
as a means of disinhertUng a Family, or of effecting the un¬ 
equal distribution of a patrimony. The rules of law prevent¬ 
ing its being turned to such a purpose, increase in number and 
stringency as the jurisprudence unfolds itself; and these 
rules correspond doubtless with the abiding sentiment of 
Roman society, as distinguished from occasional variations 
of feeling in individuals. It would rather seem as if the 
Testamentary Power were chiefly valued for the assistance 
it gave in making provision for a Family, and in dividing the 
inheritance more evenly and fairly than the Law of In¬ 
testate Succession would have divided it. If this be the true 
reading of the general sentiment on the point, it explains to 
some extent the singular horror of Intestacy which always 
characterised the Roman. No evil seems to have been con¬ 
sidered a heavier visitation than the forfeiture of Testa¬ 
mentary privileges; no curse appears to have been bitterer 
than that which imprecated on an enemy that he might die 
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without a Will. The feeling has no counteri>art, or none that 
is easily recognisable, in the forms of opinion winch exist 
at the present day. All men at all limes will doubtless prefer 
chalking out the destination of their siihstance to having that 
olhce performed for them by the law; but the Roman iiassion 
for Testacy is distinguished from the mere dcMre to indulge 
caprice by its intcn-.ity; and it has of cour'c notliing what¬ 
ever in common with that pride of family, exclusively the 
creation of feudalism, which accumulates one description of 
property in the hands of a single rciiresentative. It is probable, 

(j prion, that it was something m the rules of Intestate Suc¬ 
cession which caused this vehement preference for the dis¬ 
tribution of property under a Testament over its distribution 
bv law. The difficulty, however, is, that on glam mg at the 
Roman I^aw of Intestate Succession, in the lorm which it 
wore (or many centuries before Justinian shaped it into that 
scheme of inheritance which ha-s been almost tinis’ersally 
adopted by modern lawgivers, it by no means strikes one as 
remarkably unreasonable or meiiuitahle On the contrary, 
the distribution it prescribes is so fair ami rational, and dillers 
so little from that with winch modern soncly lia.s been 
generally contented, that no reii-son sugeests itself why it 
should have been regarded with extraordinary distaste, 
esjjccially under a jurisprudence wtm h jiared down to a 
narrow compass the testamentary ]irnilegcs of persons who 
had ciiildren to provide for. We should rather have exiiei ted 
that, as in Fram e at tins moment, the heads of families would 
generally sas'c themselves llie trouble of exei uting a Will, 
and allow the Law to do as it pleased with their assets. 1 
think, however, if we look a little dosely at the prr-Jus- 
tiniancan scale of Intestate Succession, we shall diMovcr 
the key to the mystery. The texture of the law con.sists of 
two distinct parts'. One department of rules lomes from the 
jus Civile the CommonTaiw of Rome, tlie otlier from the 
Kdu't of the I’rator. The Civil Uw, as 1 iiiue already sUted 
for another purpose, calls to the inhentam c only three orders 
of successors m their turn; the Unemannpated children, the 
nearest class of Agnatic kindred, and the Gentiles, lictween 
these three orders, the Praetor interpolates various classes ol 
relatives, of whom the Civil Law took no noluc whatever 
Ultimately, the combination of the Edict and of the Civil 
Law forms a table of succession not materially diflercnt from 
K734 
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that which has descended to the generality of modem 
codes. 

The point for recollection is that there must anciently have 
been a time at which the rules of the Civil Law determined 
the scheme of Intestate Succession exclusively, and at which 
the arrangements of the Edict were non-existent, or not 
consistently carried out. We cannot doubt that, in its infancy, 
the Praetorian jurisprudence had to contend with formidable 
obstructions, and it is more than probable that, long after 
popular sentiment and legal opinion had acquiesced in it, 
the modifications which it periodically introduced were 
governed by no certain princijiles, and fluctuated with the 
varying bias of successive magistrates. The rules of Intestate 
Secession, which the Romans must at this period have 
practised, account, I think—and more than account—for 
that vehement distaste for an Intestacy to which Roman 
society during so many ages remained constant. The order 
of succession was this: on the death of a citizen, having no 
will or no valid will, his Uncmancipatcd children became his 
Heirs. Ills emancipated sons had no share in the inheritance. 
If he left no direct descendants living at his death, the nearest 
grade of the Agnatic kindred succeeded, but no part of the 
inheritance was gi\xn to any relative united (however clo.scly) 
with the (lead man through female descents. All the other 
branches of the family were excluded, and the inheritance 
escheated to the Gentile^:, or entire body of Roman citi/ens 
hearing tlie same name with the dece.ised So that on failing 
to execute an operatic c Tesiaiiienl, a Roman of the era under 
examination left his emancipated ehildreii absolutely without 
provi.sion, while, on the a.ssuniption that lie died childless, 
there was imminent risk th.it his possessions would escape 
from the f.uiiily altogether, .incl clevolve on a number of 
persons with whom he was merely connected by the sacer¬ 
dotal fiction that assumed all niemhcrs of the same gens to be 
clescencicd from a common ancestor. The prospect of such an 
Issue is in itself a nearly sullicient explanation of the popular 
.sentiment, but, in point of fact, we shall only half understand 
it, if we forget that the state of things I have been describing 
is likely to have existed at the very moment when Roman 
society was in the first stage of its transition from its primitive 
organisation in detached families. The empire of tlie father 
had indeed rcceiced one of the earliest blows directed at it 
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through the recognition of r.niancip.ilion at a legitimate 
usage, but the lavs, still considering the Patna Potest is to l>e 
the root of faniilv connection, persevered in looking on the 
emancipated children as .strangers to the rights of Kinship 
and aliens from the blood. \\ e cannot. hoa e\ er, lor a moment 
supfxrse that the limitations of the f.iimlv im|xised hy legal 
pedantry had tiieir counterpart in the natural atfeition of 
parent.s. h'amily attachment.s must still have retaimd that 
nearlv inconeen able sanctity and intensits whu h brlongid to 
them under the Patriarchal s\stem; and, sn little are they 
likelv to have been extinguished hy the act id em.ini ip.ition, 
that the probabilities are altogether the other iiav. It may 
be unhcsit.itmglv taken for granted th.it eiilraiu liiseinent 
from the father s pouer is,is a denionstration, rather than .i 
severance, of affection— a iii.irk of grai e .iiid fai our ai i ord'd 
to the best-beloved and nio't esteenud of the ihildren II 
.sons thus honoured above the rest uere ahsolutels dipriied 
of their heritage bv an Intestacy, the rehut.inie to iiuiir it 
requires no farther exiilanation. \Se might base .issuimd u 
prton that the passion for 'I'estaei nas generated by some 
moral injustice entailed by the rules of liitest.ite sueiessum, 
and here sic fiiul them at v.irMiue with the very mstiiut bv 
which early society was icniented togethir It is possible to 
put all that has been urged in a \er\ sui i iiu t form. I'.iery 
dominant sentiment of the primitive Romans was entwined 
with the relations of the faniih. But what was the ImiuiIv? 
The Law defined it one way natur.d atfi (tion another In the 
conllK t between the two.the le« ling we would anals si grew up, 
taking the form of an entluisi.isin for the institution bv win. h 
the du't.itcs of affection wire [lerniitled to dttermine the 
fortunes of Its objects. 

I regard, therefore, the Koinan horror of Intestm y as a 
monument of a lery early ronlln t 1» tween an. lent law'and 
slowlv changing ancient sintinieiit on the suhjut of the 
Famiiv. Some passages m tl.e Roman St.itute I.iw, and one 
statute in partnular whiih linutid the (ajjanli for mheril- 
ance posses,std by women, must i.avc (ontriinited to keij) 
aliic the fechng.'and it is the gen. r,d beln f that the system 
of creating I-'idei-Commissa, or bequ. sts in trust, was dein.d 
to evade the disabilities imposed by those statutes. But the 
feeling itself, in its remarkable intensity, seems to [xiint b.i.k 
to some deeper antagonism between law and opinion; nor 
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is it at all wonderful that the improvements of jurisprudence 
by the Prretor should not have extinguished it. E\'erybody 
conversant with the philosophy of opinion is aware that a 
sentiment l)y no means dies out, of necessity, with the passing 
away of the circumstances which [iroduced it. It may long 
survive them; nay, it may afterwards attain to a pitch and 
climax of intensity which it ne\ cr attained during their actual 
continuance. 

The view of a Will which regards it as conferring the power 
of diverting property from the Family, or of distributing it 
in such uneven proportions as the f.incy or good sense of the 
Testator may dictate, is not older than that later portion of 
the Middle .^ges in which F'eudalism had completely con¬ 
solidated il.self. When modern jurisprudence first sliows itself 
in tlic rough. Wills arc rarely allowed to dispose with absolute 
freedom of a dead man’s assets. Wherever at this period 
the descent of property was regulated by Will—and over the 
greater part of Furujie moveable or personal property was 
the subject of Testamentary deposition—the exercise of the 
Testamentary' power was seldom allowed to interfere with 
the right of the widow to a definite share, and of the children 
to certain fixed proportions, of the devolving inheritance. The 
shares of the children, as their amount shows, were deter¬ 
mined by the authority of Roman law. The jirovision for the 
widow was attributable to the exertions of the Church, which 
never relaxed its solicitude for the interest of wucs surviving 
their husbands—winning, jierhaps, one of the most arduous 
of Its triunijihs when, after c.xactmg for two or three centuries 
an express promise from the husband at marriage to endow 
his wife, it at length succeeded in engrafting the principle 
of Dower on the Customary Riw of all Western Europe. 
Curiously enough, the dower of lands proved a more stable 
in.stitution than the analogous and more ancient rc.scrvation 
of certain shares of the jiersonal property to the widow and 
children. A few local customs in France maintained the right 
down to the Revolution, and there are traces of similar usages 
in England; but on the whole the doctrine prevailed that 
moveables might be freely disposed of by Will, and, even when 
the claims of the widow continued to be respected, the privi¬ 
leges of the children were obliterated from jurisprudence. 
We need not hesitate to attribute the change to the influence 
of Trimogeniture. .i\s the Feudal law of land practically dis- 
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inherited all the children in favour of one, tlic equal dis¬ 
tribution even of those sorts of properts whuh nueht have 
been equally divided ceased to lie \ieued as a duu. I'esia- 
nicnts were the principal instruments einphned in pr(idu(in)» 
incijualiiv, and in tins condition of thiin;' ('lunnaud the 
shade of diflcrence which sliows itself hitwicn tlie ancu nt 
and the niudern conception of a \\ ill I’lut, thoi,;4li the liberty 
of betpiest, enjoved through Testaments, was thu' an acci¬ 
dental fruit of Feudalism, there is no broader di'tinition 
than that which exists between a system of fii c rcstamenlary 
disposition and a system, like that of tla’ Feudal land-law, 
under which properts dcsi ends compulsoriK m prc'-itibcd 
lines of devolution. This truth .tppears to h.u c hecn lost 'i;;hi 
of bv the authors of the l-rem h ( odes In the social l.ibru' 
winch Ihcv determined to destroy, lhc\ s.iw I’riiiioccniture 
resting chiefly on I 'aiiiily settlements, but thev also pen ei\ed 
that Testaments were freiiuently einphned to give the eldc-i 
son precisely the same prelcrem e whn h w.is reserved to inm 
under the slriitcsi of entails In onler, thenfore, to in.ike 
sure of their work, they not only rendered n iin|)ossihle to 
prefer the eldest son to the rest in m.irn.ige .irr.mgi nieiits, 
hut they almost c.xpelleii Testamentary sum .'ion Imm ihe 
l.iw, lest it .should lie used to defeat their fuiul.iiiK-ntal jinn- 
(iple of an cqu.d distrilnition of property among diildri ii at 
the p.irenl's death. The result n th.it they have cstahlishi d 
11 system of small pcrjietiial enl.iils, whi< h is infiniulv ni.inr 
akin to tlic system of feiid.d h.urope th.in wouKl be ,i perinl 
liberty of beijiiest. The l.iiuM.iw of Fngland, llie llirMi- 
l.ineiim of Feudalism," is (ert.iinly imuh more closely allad 
to the land-law of the Midd'e .-Xgi s th.in th.it of any Con¬ 
ti nental ( ountry, and ills with iis an (n ijueiitly med to ,iid 
or imitale that preference of the eldest son and lus line whn li 
IS a nearly universal feature in in.irriage setllciiicnts of r d 
property." liut ncvertheles' fi iling and oiunion in tin , niiintry 
have been profoundly afleited by the pr.u U< e of free li -ta- 
mentary di'[)osition, and it app'ars to me th.il the st.iti o 
sentiment in a great part of Frem h sik k u , on the subjei i of 
the conservation of property m families, n much hk< r that 
which prevaihd through h.urope two or three centurn s ai.o 
tiian are the current opinions of Fnglislnnen. 

The mention of Primogeniture introduces one of the most 
difhcult problems of historical jurisprudence. '1 hough I have 
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not paused to explain my expressions, it may have been 
noticed that I have frequently spoken of a number of “ co¬ 
heirs ” as placed by the Roman Law of Succession on the 
same footing with a single Heir. In point of fact, we know of 
no period of Roman jurisprudence at which the place of the 
Heir, or Universal Successor, might not have been taken by 
a group of co-heirs. This group succeeded as a single unit, and 
the assets were afterwards divided among them in a separate 
legal proceeding. When the Succession was ab intestalo, and 
the group consisted of the children of the deceased, they each 
took an equal share of the property; nor, though males had 
at one time some advantages over females, is there the faintest 
trace of Primogeniture. The mode of distribution is the same 
throughout archaic jurisprudence. It certainly seems that, 
when civil society begins and families cease to hold together 
through a series of generations, the idea which spontaneously 
su^ests itself is to divide the domain equally among the 
members of each successive generation, and to reserve no 
privilege to the eldest son or stock. Some peculiarly signi¬ 
ficant hints as to the close relation of this phenomenon to 
primitive thought are furnished by systems yet more archaic 
than the Roman. Among the Hindoos, tlie instant a son is 
born, he acquires a vested right in his father’s property, 
which cannot be sold without recognition of his joint owner¬ 
ship. On the son’s attaining full age, he can sometimes compel 
a partition of the estate even against the consent of the 
parent; and, should the parent acquiesce, one son can always 
have a partition even against the will of the others. On such 
partition taking place, the father has no advantage over his 
children, except that he has two of the shares instead of one. 
The ancient law of the German tribes was exceedingly similar. 
The allod or domain of the family was the joint-property of 
the father and his sons. It docs not, however, appear to have 
been habitually divided e\ en at the death of the jiarent, and 
in the same way the possessions of a Hindoo, however divisible 
theoretically, are so rarely distributed in fact, that many 
generations constantly succeed each other without a partition 
taking place, and thus the P'amily in India has a perpetual 
tendency to expand into the Village Community, under con¬ 
ditions which I shall hereafter attempt to elucidate. All this 
points very clearly to the absolutely equal division of assets 
among the male children at death as the practice most usual 
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ivith society at the period when family-dependency is in the 
first stages of disintegration. Here then emerges the historical 
difficulty of Primogeniture. The more clearly we perceive 
that, when the Feudal institutionswere in processof formation, 
there was no source in the world whence they could derive 
their elements but the Roman law of the provincials on the 
one hand and the archaic customs of the barbarians on the 
other, the more are we perplexed at first sight by our know¬ 
ledge that neither Roman nor barbarian was accustomed to 
give any preference to the eldest son or his line in the succes¬ 
sion to property. 

Primogeniture did not belong to the Customs which the 
barbarians practised on their first establishment within the 
Roman Empire. It is known to have had its origin in the 
benefices or beneficiary gifts of the invading chieftains. These 
benefices, which were occasionally conferred by the earlier 
immigrant kings, but were distributed on a great scale by 
Charlemagne, were grants of Roman provincial land to be 
holden by the beneficiary on condition of military service. 
The allodial proprietors do not seem to have followed their 
sovereign on distant or difficult enterprises, and all the grander 
expeditions of the Frankish chiefs and of Charlemagne were 
accomplished with forces composed of soldiers either person¬ 
ally dependent on the royal house or comiiellcd to serve it 
by the tenure of their land. The benefices, however, were 
not at first in any sense hereditary. They were held at the 
pleasure of the grantor, or at most for the life of the grantee; 
but still, from the very outset, no effort seems to have been 
spared by the beneficiaries to enlarge the tenure, an<l to con¬ 
tinue their lands in their family after death. Through the 
feebleness of Charlemagne’s successors these attempts were 
universally successful, and the Henefice gradually trans¬ 
formed itself into the hereditary Fief. But, though the fiefs 
were hereditary, they did not necessarily descend to the 
eldest son. The rules of succession which they followed were 
entirely determined by the terms agreed upon between the 
grantor and the beneficiary, or imposed by one of them on 
the weakness of the other. Tlie original tenures were therefore 
extremely various; not indeed so capriciously various as is 
sometimes asserted, for all which have hitherto been descrit)ed 
present some combination of the modes of succession familiar 
to Romans and to barbarians, but still exceedingly miscel- 
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laneous. In some of them, the eldest son and his stock un¬ 
doubtedly succeeded to the fief before the others, but such 
successions, so far from being universal, do not even appear 
to have been general. Precisely the same phenomena recur 
during that more recent transmutation of European society 
which entirely substituted the feudal form of property for the 
domainial (or Roman) and the allodial (or German). The 
allods were wholly absorbed by the fiefs. The greater allodial 
proprietors transformed themselves into feudal lords by con¬ 
ditional alienations of portions of their land to dependants; 
the smaller sought an escape from the oppressions of that 
terrible time by surrendering their property to some powerful 
chieftain, and receiving it back at his hands on condition of 
service in lus wars. Meantime, that vast mass of the popula¬ 
tion of Western Europe whose condition was servile or semi- 
servile—the Roman and German personal slaves, the Roman 
colont and the German ltdi —were concurrently absorbed by 
the feudal organisation, a few of them assuming a menial 
relation to the lords, but the greater i)art receis ing land on 
terms which in those centuries were considered degrading. 
The tenures created during this era of universal infeudation 
were as various as tlie conditions which the tenants made 
with their new chiefs or were forced to accept from them. 
As in the case of the benefices, the succession to some, but by 
no means to all, of the estates followed the rule of Primogeni¬ 
ture. No sooner, however, has the feudal system prevailed 
throughout the West, than it liecomes evident that Primo¬ 
geniture has some great arlvantage over every other mode of 
succession. It S|)read over Europe with remarkable rapidity, 
the principal instrument of dilTusinn being Family .Settle¬ 
ments, the Pacles de luimille of France and 1 laus-Gcsctze of 
Germany, which universally stipulated that lands held by 
knightly service should descend to the eldest son. Ultimately 
the law resigned itself to followinveterate practice, and we find 
that in all the bodies of Customary Law, which were gradually 
built up, the eklest son and stock are preferred in the succes¬ 
sion to estates of which the tenure is free and military. As to 
lands held by servile tenures (and originally all tenures were 
servile which bound the tenant to pay money or bestow 
manual labour), the system of succession prescribed by 
aistom differed greatly in different countries and different 
provinces. The more general rule was that such lands were 
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divided equally at death among all the children, but still in 
some instances the eldest son was preferred, in some the 
youngest. But Primogeniture usually governed the inherit¬ 
ance of that class of estates, in some respects the most im¬ 
portant of all, which were held by tenures that, like the 
English Socage, were of later origin than the rest, and were 
neither altogether free nor altogether servile. 

The diffusion of Primogeniture is usually accounted for by 
assigning what are called P'eudal reasons for it. It is asserted 
that the feudal superior had a better security for the military 
service he required when the fief descended to a single jjerson, 
instead of being distributed among a number on the decease 
of the last holder. Without denying that this consideration 
may partially explain the favour gradually acquired by Primo¬ 
geniture, I must point out that Primogeniture became a 
custom of Europe much more through its popularity with the 
tenants than through any advantage it conferred on the lords. 
For Its origin, moreover, the reason given does not account 
at all. Nothing in law springs entirely from a sense of con¬ 
venience. 'I'here are always certain ideas existing antecedently 
on which the sense of convenience works, and of which it can 
do no more than form some new combination; and to find 
these ideas m the present case is exactly the problem. 

A valuable hint is furnished to us from a quarter fruitful 
of such indications. Although in India the possessions of a 
parent are divisible at his dc.ith, and may be divisible during 
ins life, among all liH male children inc(|ual shares, and though 
this printijile of the eipial distribution of properly extends to 
e\cr\ ])art of the Hindoo institutions, yet wherever public 
office or political power devolves at the decease of the last 
Incumbent, the succession is nearly universally according to 
the rules of Primogeniture. Sovereignties descend therefore 
to the eklest son, and where the affairs of the Village Com¬ 
munity, the corporate unit of Hindoo society, are confided 
to a single manager, it is generally the eldest son who takes 
up t he administration at his jiarent’s death. All olfn es, indeed, 
in India, tend to become hereditary, and, when their nature 
permits it, to vest in the eldest member of the oldest stca k. 
Comparing these Indian successions with some of the ruder 
soiial organisations which have survived in Europe almost 
to our own day, the conclusion suggests itself that, when 
Patriarchal power is not only domestic but political, it is not 



Ancient Law 


138 

distributed among all the issue at the parent’s death, but is 
the birtliright of the eldest son. 'I'he chieftainship of a High¬ 
land clan, for example, followed the order of Primogeniture. 
There seems, in truth, to be a form of family-dependency still 
more archaic than any of those which we know from the 
primitive records of organised ci\il societies. The Agnatic 
Union of the kindred in ancient Roman law, and a multitude 
of similar indications, point to a period at which all the rami¬ 
fying bran< lies of the family tree held together m one organic 
wliole, and it is no presumptuous conjecture, that, when 
the corporation thus formed by the kindred was in itself an 
indejicndent society, it was governed by the eldest male of 
tlie oldest line. It is true that we have no actual knowledge 
of any such society. Isven in the most elementary communi¬ 
ties, family-organi.sations, as we know them, are at most 
impend in impend. Hut the position of some of them, of the 
Celtic (Ians in particular, was surfuiently near independence 
within historical times to force on us the conviction that they 
were once separate imperia, and that Primogeniture regu¬ 
lated the siu,cession to the chieftainship It is, however, 
necessary to lie on our guard against modern associations 
with the term of law. We are speaking of a family-connection 
still closer and more stringent than any with which we are 
made ac(]uatnted by Hindoo sonetv or ancient Roman law 
If the Roman I’aterfamilias was visiblv steward of the family 
possessions, if the llindoo father is onK joint-sharcr with his 
.sons, still more emphatically must the true patriarchal chief¬ 
tain be merely the administrator of a common fund. 

'I’he examples of succession b\ Primogeniture whu h were 
found among the Henefu es ma\ , therefore, have been imitated 
from a s\stem of family-government known to the invading 
rai es, though not in general use. t'onie ruder tribes mav have 
still practised it, or, what is still more probable, societv may 
have been so shghtlv removed from Us more archaic condition 
that the minds of some men spontaneouslv recurred to it, 
when thev were called upon to settle the rules of inheritance 
for a new form of propertv. Hut there is still the quc'tion, 
Whv did Primogeniture gradually super.sede every other 
principle of succession ? The answer, 1 think, is, that Kurnpean 
.society decidedly retrograded during the dis-,i)!ution of the 
Carlin ingian cminre. It sank a point or two bai k even from 
the miserably low degree vvhuh it had marked during the 
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early barbarian monarchies. The great characteristic of the 
period was the feebleness, or rather the abesance, of kingly 
and therefore of civil authority; and hence it seems as if, 
civil society no longer cohering, men imiversallv Hung theni- 
seKes back on a social organisation older than tiie beginnings 
of ci\il communities. Tlie lord with his vassals, during tiie 
ninth and tenth centuries, may be considered as a patriarchal 
household, recruited, not as in the primitive times by ;\dop- 
tion, but by Infeudalion; and to such a confederacy, succes¬ 
sion by Primogeniture was a source of strength and durability. 
So long as the land was kejit together on which the entire 
organisation rested, it was powerful for defence and attaik; 
to divide the land was to divide the little society, and volun¬ 
tarily to invite aggression m an era of univ ersal violcm e. W’e 
may be [jcrfcctly certain that into this picference for Primo¬ 
geniture there entered no idea of disinheriting the hulk of the 
children in favour of one Pverybody would h.ive sulTercd by 
the division of the fief. Everybody vvas a gainer by its con¬ 
solidation, I'he Eamily grew stronger by the coni cntration 
of power m the same hands; nor is it likely that the lord who 
was invested with the inhentanie h.ui anv advantage over 
his brethren and kinsfolk in oi i iipations, interests, or indul¬ 
gences. It would he a singular anaihrnnism to estimate the 
privileges succeeded to bv the heir of a fief, by the situation 
in whieh the eldest .son is plai ed under an l .nglisli strict 
settlement. 

I have s.ud that I regard the earlv feudal confederal nw as 
dcsiendcd from an arch.ui form of the I'.unilv.and as wearing 
astrong rescmbl.mcc to it lUit then in the ani lent world, and 
in the SOI letics which have not passed through the erui ilile of 
feudalism, the Primogeniture whnh seems to h.ive prevailed 
never transformed itself into the i'riinogeniiure of the Liter 
feudal Eurojie. When the group of kiusinen le.iseil to iie 
gov erned through a senes of gem rations by a heri ditary chief, 
the domain vvlmh had been m.in.iced for all appiars to have 
been equally divided among all Whv did this not miur in 
the feudal world? If during the confusions of the first feudal 
period the eldest son held the land for the hehoof of llie whole 
family, why was it llial when feiul.d Eurojic had ionsolid.ited 
Itself, and rcuular coninumitics were a_.,un eslalilishcd, the 
whole family did not resume that rajiai itv for eijiial inherit¬ 
ance wim h had belonged to Roman and (lernian alike? The 
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key which unlocks this difficulty has rarely been seized by 
the writers who occupy themselves in tracing the genealogy of 
Feudalism. They perceive the materials of the feudal institu¬ 
tions, but they miss the cement. The ideas and social forms 
which contributed to the formation of the system were un¬ 
questionably barbarian and archaic, but, as soon as Courts 
and lawyers were called in to interpret and define it, the prin¬ 
ciples of interpretation which they applied to it were those of 
the latest Roman jurisprudence, and were therefore exces¬ 
sively refined and matured. In a patriarclially governed 
society, the eldest son may succeed to the government of the 
Agnatic group, and to the absolute disposal of its property, 
liut he is not therefore a true proprietor. lie has correlative 
duties not involved in the conception of proprietorship, but 
quite undefined and quite incapable of definition. The later 
Roman jurisprudence, however, like our own law, looked 
upon uncontrolled power over property as equivalent to 
ownership, and did not, and, in fact, could not, take notice 
of liabilities of such a kind, that the very conception of them 
lielonged to a period anterior to regular law. The contact of 
the refined and the barbarous notion had inevitably for its 
effect the conversion of the eldest son into legal proprietor of 
the inheritance. The clerical and secular lawyers so defined 
his position from the first; but it was only by insen.sible 
degrees that the younger brother, from jtarticipatmg on eipial 
terms in all the dangers and enjoyments of his kinsman, sank 
into the priest, the soldier of fortune, or the hanger-on of the 
mansion. The legal revolution was identical with that which 
occurred on a smaller scale, and in quite recent times, through 
the greater part of the Highlands of Scotland. When called 
in to determine the legal powers of the chieftain over the 
domains which gave sustenance to the clan, Siottish juris- 
jirudcnce had long since passed the point at which it could 
take notice of the vague limitations on completeness of 
dominion imposed by the claims of the clansmen, and it was 
inevitable therefore that it should convert the patrimony of 
many into the estate of one. 

P'or the sake of simplicity I have called the mode of suc¬ 
cession Primogeniture whenever a single son nr descendant 
succeeds to the authority over a household or society. It is 
remarkable, however, that m the few very ancient examples 
which remain to us of this sort of succession, it is not always 
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the eldest son, in the sense familiar to us, who takes up the 
representation. The form of Primogeniture which has spread 
over Western Europe has also been perpetuated among the 
Hindoos, and there is every reason to believe that it is the 
normal form. Under it, not only the eldest son, but the eldest 
line is always preferred. If the eldest son fails, his eldest son 
has precedence not only over brothers but over uncles; and, 
if he too fails, the same rule is followed in the ne.xt generation. 
But when the succession is not merely to civil but to political 
power, a difficulty may present itself which will appear of 
greater magnitude according as the cohesion of society is less 
perfect. 'I'he chieftain who last exercised authority may have 
outlived his eldest son, and the grandson who is primarily 
entitled to succeed may be too young and immature to under¬ 
take the actual guidance of the community, and the adminis¬ 
tration of its affairs. In such an event, the expedient winch 
suggests itself to the more settled societies is to jilace the 
infant heir under guardianshij) till he reaches the age of 
fitness for government. The guardiansliip is generally that 
of the male Agnates; but it is remarkable that the con¬ 
tingency supposed is one of the rare cases in which ancient 
societies have consented to the exercise of power by women, 
tloubtlcss out of respect to the overshadowing claims of the 
mother. In India, the widow of a Hindoo sovereign governs in 
the name of her infant son, and we cannot but remember 
that the custom regulating succession to the throne of France 
—which, whateser be its origin, is douiitless of the highest 
antiquity—preferred the (lueen-mothcr to all other ( laiinants 
for the Regency, at the same tunc that it rigorously exi hided 
all females from the throne. There is, however, another mode 
of obviating the im onveniencc attending the devolution of 
sovereignty on an infant heir, and it is one which would 
doubtless occur spontaneously to rudely organised com¬ 
munities. This is to set a-side the infant heir altogether, and 
confer the chicftainshiir on the eldest surviving male of the 
first generation. The Celtic clan-associations, among the 
many phenomena which they have preserved of an age in 
which civil and political society were not )'et even nidi- 
mentanly separated, have brought down this nilc of succes¬ 
sion to historical times. With them, it seems to have existed 
m the form of a poiiin e canon, that, failing the eldest son, his 
next brother succeeds in priority to all grandsons, whatever 
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be their age at the moment when the sovereignty devolves. 
Some writers have explained the principle by assuming that 
the Celtic customs took the last chieftain as a sort of root or 
stock, and then gave the succession to the descendant who 
should be least remote from him; the uncle thus being pre¬ 
ferred to the grandson as being nearer to the common root. 
No objection can be taken to this statement if it be merely 
intended as a description of the system of succession; but it 
would be a serious error to conceive the men who first adopted 
the rule as applying a course of reasoning which evidently 
dates from the time when feudal schemes of succession begun 
to be debated among lawyers. The true origin of the prefer¬ 
ence of the uncle to the grandson is doubtless a simple calcu¬ 
lation on the part of rude men in a rude society that it is 
better to be governed by a grown chieftain than by a child, 
and that the younger son is more likely to have come to 
maturity than any of the eldest .son’s descendants. At the 
same time, we have some evidence that the form of Primo¬ 
geniture with which we are best acquainted is the primary 
form, in the tradition that the assent of the clan was asked 
when an infant heir was passed over in favour of his uncle. 
There is a tolerably well authenticated instance of this cere¬ 
mony in the annals of the Macdonalds. 

Under Mahometan law, which has probably preserved an 
ancient Arabian custom, inheritances of property are divided 
equally among sons, the daughters taking a half share; but 
if any of the children die before the division of the inheritance, 
leaving issue behind, these grandchildren arc entirely excluded 
by their urn les and aunts. Consistently with this principle, 
the succession, when political authority deeolves, is according 
to the form of Primogeniture which appears to have obtained 
among the Celtic societies. In the two great Mahometan 
families of the West, the rule is believed to be, that the uncle 
succeeds to the throne m preference to the nephew, though 
the latter be the son of an elder brother; but though this 
rule has lieen followed quite recently in Egypt. I am informed 
that there is some doubt as to its governing the devolution 
of the Turkish sovereignty. The policy 0 ! the Sultans has 
in fact hitherto prevented cases for its application from 
occurring, and it is possible that their wholesale massacres 
of their younger brothers may have been perpetuated quite 
as much in the interest of their children as for the sake of 
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making away with dangerous competitors for the throne. 
It IS evident, however, tliat m polygamous societies the form 
of Primogeniture will always tend to vary. Many considera¬ 
tions may constitute a claim on the succession, the rank of 
the mother, for example, or her degree in tlie affections of 
the father. Accordingly, some of the Indian Mahometan 
sovereigns, without pretending to anv distinct testamentarv 
power, claim the right of nominating the son who is to succeed. 
The blessing mentioned in the Scriptural history of Isaac and 
his sons has sometimes been spoken of as a will, hut it seems 
rather to have been a mode of naming an eldest son. 



CHAPTER VIII 


THE EARLY HISTORY OF PROPERTY 

The Roman Institutional Treatises, after giving their defini¬ 
tion of the various forms and modifications of ownership, 
proceed to discuss the Natural Modes of Acquiring Property. 
Those who are unfamiliar with the history of jurisprudence 
are not likely to look upon these “ natural modes ” of acquisi¬ 
tion as possessing, at first sight, either much speculative or 
much practical interest. The wild animal which is snared or 
killed by the hunter, the soil which is added to our field by 
the imperceptible deposits of a river, the tree which strikes 
its roots into our ground, are each said by the Roman lawyers 
to be acquired by us naturally. The older jurisconsults had 
doubtless observed that such acquisitions were universally 
sanctioned by the usages of the little societies around them, 
and thus the lawyers of a later age, finding them classed in 
the ancient Jus Gentium, and perceiving them to be of the 
simplest description, allotted them a place among the ordin¬ 
ances of Nature. The dignity with which they were invested 
has gone on increasing in modem times till it is quite out of 
proportion to their original importance. Theory has made 
them its favourite food, and has enabled them to exercise 
the most serious influence on practice. 

It will be necessary for us to attend to one only among these 
“ natural modes of acquisition,” Occupatio or Occupancy. 
Occupancy is the advisedly taking possession of that which 
at the moment is the property of no man, with the view (adds 
the technical definition) of acquiring property in it for your¬ 
self. The objects which the Roman lawyers called res nulltus 
—things which have not or have never had an owner—can 
only be ascertained by enumerating them. Among things 
which never had an owner are wild animals, fishes, wild fowl, 
jewels disinterred forthc first time, and lands newly discovered 
or never before cultivated. Among things which have not 
an owner are moveables which have been abandoned, lands 
which have been deserted, and (an anomalous but most 
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formidable item) the property of an enemy. In all these 
objects the full rights of dominion were acquired by the 
Occupant, who first took possession of them with the intention 
of keeping them as his own—an intention which, in certain 
cases, had to be manifested by specific acts. It is not difficult, 
I think, to understand the universality which caused the 
practice of Occupancy to be placed by one generation of 
Roman lawyers in the Law common to all Nations, and the 
simplicity which occasioned its being attributed by another 
to the Law of Nature. But for its fortunes in modern legal 
history we are less prepared by d priori considerations. The 
Roman principle of Occupancy, and the rules into which the 
jurisconsults expanded it, are the source of all modern Inter¬ 
national Law on the subject of Capture in War and of the 
acquisition of sovereign rights in newly discovered countries. 
They have also supplied a theory of the Origin of Property, 
which is at once the popular theory, and the theory wliich, 
in one form or another, is acquiesced in by the great majority 
of speculative jurists. 

I have said that the Roman principle of Occupancy has 
determined the tenor of that chapter of International Law 
which is concerned with Capture in War. The Law of War¬ 
like Capture derives its rules from the assumption that com¬ 
munities are remitted to a state of nature by the outbreak 
of hostilities, and that, in the artificial natural condition 
thus produced, the institution of private property falls into 
abeyance so far as concerns the belligerents. As the later 
writers on the I.aw of Nature have always been anxious to 
maintain that private property was in some sense sanctioned 
by the system which they were expounding, the hypothesis 
that an enemy’s property is res nuUius has seemed to them 
perverse and shocking, and they are careful to stigm.itise 
It as a mere fiction of jurisprudence. But, as soon as the 
Law of Nature is traced to its source in the Jus Gentium, we 
see at once how the goods of an enemy came to be looked upon 
as nobody’s property, and therefore as capable of being 
acquired by the first occupant. The idea would occur 
spontaneously to piersons practising the ancient forms of 
Warfare, when victory dissolved the organisation of the 
conquering army and dismissed the soldiers to indiscriminate 
plunder. It is probable, however, that originally it was only 
moveable property which was thus permitted to be acquired 
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by the Captor. We know on independent authority that a very 
different rule prevailed in ancient Italy as to the acquisition 
of ownership in the soil of a conquered country, and we may 
therefore suspect that the application of the principle of 
occupancy to land (always a matter of difficulty) dates from 
the period when the Jus Gentium was becoming the Code of 
Nature, and that it is the result of a generalisation effected 
by the jurisconsults of the golden age. Their dogmas on the 
point are preserved in the Pandects of Justinian, and amount 
to an unqualified assertion that enemy’s property of every 
sort is res nullius to the other belligerent, and that Occupancy, 
by which the Captor makes them his own, is an institution 
of Natural Law. The rules which International jurisprudence 
derives from these positions have sometimes been stigmatised 
as needlessly indulgent to the ferocity and cupidity of com¬ 
batants, but the charge has been made, I think, by persons 
who are unacquainted with the history of wars, and who are 
consequently ignorant how great an exploit it is to command 
obedience for a rule of any kind. The Roman principle of 
Occupancy, when it was admitted into the modem law of 
Capture in War, drew with it a number of subordinate canons, 
limiting and giving precision to its operation, and if the 
contests which have been waged since the treatise of Grotius 
became an authority, are compared with those of an earlier 
date, it will be seen that, as soon as the Roman maxims were 
received. Warfare instantly assumed a more tolerable com¬ 
plexion. If the Roman law of Occupancy is to be taxed with 
having had pernicious influence on any part of the modem 
Law of Nations, there is another chapter in it which may be 
said, with some reason, to have been injuriously affected. 
In applying to the discovery of new countries the same 
principles which the Romans had applied to the finding of 
a jewel, the Publicists forced into their service a doctrine 
altogether unequal to the task expected from it. Elevated 
into extreme importance by the discoveries of the great 
navigators of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, it raised 
more disputes than it solved. The greatest uncertainty was 
very shortly found to exist on the very two points on which 
certainty was most required, the extent of the territory which 
was acquired for his sovereign by the discoverer, and the 
nature of the acts which were necessary to complete the 
adprthensio or assumption of sovereign possession. More- 
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over, the principle itself, conferring as it did such enormous 
advantages as the consequence of a piece of good luck, was 
instinctively mutinied against by some of the most adventur¬ 
ous nations in Europe, the Dutch, the English, and the Portu¬ 
guese. Our own countrymen, without expressly denying 
the rule of International Law, never did, in practice, admit 
the claim of the Spaniards to engross the whole of America 
south of the Gulf of Mexico, or that of the King of France to 
monopolise the valleys of the Ohio and the Mississippi. From 
the accession of Elizabeth to the accession of Charles the 
Second, it cannot be said that there was at any time thorough 
peace in the American waters, and the encroachments of the 
New England Colonists on the territory of the French King 
continued for almost a century longer. Bentham was so 
struck with the confusion attending the application of the 
legal principle, that he went out of his w.ay to eulogise the 
famous Bull of Pope Alexander the Sixth, dividing the un¬ 
discovered countries of the world between the Spaniards and 
Portuguese by a line drawn one hundred leagues West of 
the Azores; and, grotesque as his praises may appear at 
first sight, it may be doubted whether the arrangement of 
Pope Alexander is absurder in principle than the rule of 
Public law, which gave half a continent to the monarch whose 
servants had fulfilled the conditions required by Roman 
jurisprudence for the acquisition of property in a valuable 
object which could be covered by the hand. 

To all who pursue the inquiries which are the subject of 
this volume Occupancy is pre-eminently interesting on the 
score of the service it has been made to perform for speculative 
jurisprudence, in furnishing a supposed explanation of the 
origin of private property. It was once universally believed 
that the proceeding implied in Occupancy was identical with 
the process by which the earth and its fruits, which were at 
first in common, became the allowed property of individuals. 
The course of thought which led to this assumption is not 
difficult to understand, if we seize the shade of difference 
which separates the ancient from the modern conception of 
Natural Law. The Roman lawyers had laid down that 
Occupancy was one of the Natural modes of acquiring 
projserty, and they undoubtedly believed that, were mankind 
living under the institutions of Nature, Occupancy would t)c 
one of their practices. How far they jsersuaded themselvc* 
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that such a condition of the race had ever existed, b a jjoint, 
as I have already stated, which their language leaves in much 
uncertainty; but they certainly do seem to have made the 
conjecture, which has at all times possessed much plausibility, 
that the institution of property was not so old as the exist¬ 
ence of mankind. Modem jurisprudence, accepting all their 
dogmas without reservation, went far beyond them in the 
eager curiosity with which it dwelt on the supposed state of 
Nature. Since then it had received the position that the 
earth and its fruits were once res nuUius, and since its peculiar 
view of Nature led it to assume without hesitation that the 
human race had actually practised the Occupancy of res 
nullius long before the organisation of civil societies, the 
inference immediately suggested itself that Occupancy was 
the process by which the “ no man’s goods ” of the primitive 
world became the private property of individuals in the world 
of history. It would be wearisome to enumerate the jurists 
who have subscribed to this theory in one shape or another, 
and it is the less necessary to attempt it because Blackstone, 
who is always a faithful index of the average opinions of 
his day, has summed them up in his and book and ist 
chapter. 

" The earth,” he writes, “ and all things therein were the 
general property of mankind from the immediate gift of the 
Creator. Not that the communion of goods seems ever to 
have been applicable, even in the earliest ages, to aught but 
the substance of the thing; nor could be extended to the use 
of it. For, by the law of nature and reason he who first 
began to use it acquired therein a kind of transient property 
that lasted so long as he was using it, and no longer; or to 
speak with greater precision, the right of possession continued 
for the same time only that the act of possession lasted. 
Thus the ground was in common, and no part was the per¬ 
manent property of any man in f)articular; yet whoever was 
in the occupation of any determined spot of it, for rest, for 
shade, or the like, acquired for the time a sort of ownership, 
from which it would have been unjust and contrary to the 
law of nature to have driven him by force, but the instant 
that he (Quitted the use of occupation of it, another might 
seize it without injustice.” He then proceeds to argue that 
“ when mankind increased in number, it became necessary 
to entertain conceptions of more permanent dominion, and 



The Early History of Property 149 

to appropriate to individuak not the immediate use only, but 
the very substance of the thing to be used." 

Some ambiguities of expression in this passage lead to 
the suspicion that Blackstone did not quite understand tlie 
meaning of the proposition which he found in his authorities, 
that property in the earth’s surface was first acquired, under 
the law of Nature, by the occupant; but the limitation which 
designedly or through misapprehension he has imposed on 
the theory brings it into a form which it has not infrequently 
assumed. Many writers more famous than Blackstone for 
precision of language have laid down that, in the beginning 
of things. Occupancy first gave a right against the world to 
an exclusive but temporary enjoyment, and that afterwards 
this right, wlu'le it remained exclusive, became perpetual. 
Their object in so stating their theory was to reconcile tlte 
doctrine that in the state of Nature res nuUius became 
property through Occupancy, with the inference which they 
drew from the Scriptural history that the Patriarchs did not 
at first permanently appropriate the soil which had been 
grazed over by their flocks and herds. 

The only criticism which could be directly applied to the 
theory of Blackstone would consist in inquiring whether the 
circumstances which make up his picture of a primitive 
society are more or less probable tluin other incidents which 
could be imagined with equal readiness. Pursuing this 
method of examination, we might fairly ask whether the man 
who had occupied (Blackstone evidently uses this word with 
its ordinar)' English meaning) a particular spot of ground for 
rest or shade would be picrmitted to retain it without dis¬ 
turbance. The chances surely are that his right to pxissession 
would be exactly coextensive with his power to keep it, and 
that he would be constantly liable to disturbance by the first 
comer who coveted the spiot and thouglit liimself strong 
enough to drive away the possessor. But the truth is that 
all such cavil at these positions is perfectly idle from the very 
baselessness of the positions themselves. What mankind 
did in the primitive state may not be a hopele.ss subject of 
inquiry, but of their motives for doing it it is impossible to 
know anything. These sketches of the plight of human 
beings in the first ages of the world are effect^ by first sup¬ 
posing mankind to be divested of a great part of the circum¬ 
stances by which they are now surrounded, and by then 
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assuming that, in the condition thus imagined, they would 
preserve the same sentiments and prejudices by which they 
are now actuated,—although, in fact, these sentiments may 
have been created and engendered by those very circum¬ 
stances of which, by the hypothesis, they are to be stripped. 

There is an aphorism of Savigny which has been sometimes 
thought to countenance a view of the origin of property 
somewhat similar to the theories epitomised by Blackstone. 
The great German jurist has laid down that all Property is 
founded on Adverse Possession ripened by Prescription. It 
is only with respect to Roman law that Savigny makes this 
statement, and before it can fully be appreciated much labour 
must be expended in explaining and defining the expressions 
employed. His meaning will, however, be indicated with 
sufficient accuracy if we consider him to assert that, how far 
soever we carry our inquiry into the ideas of property received 
among the Romans, however closely we approach in tracing 
them to the infancy of law, we can get no farther than a con¬ 
ception of ownership involving the three elements in the canon 
—Possession, Adverseness of Possession, that is a holding 
not permissive or subordinate, but exclusive against the 
world, and Prescription, or a period of time during which the 
Adverse Possession has uninterruptedly continued. It is 
exceedingly probable that this maxim might be enunciated 
with more generality than was allowed to it by its author, 
and that no sound or safe conclusion can be looked for from 
investigations into any system of laws which are pushed 
farther back than the point at which these combined ideas 
constitute the notion of proprietary right. Meantime, so 
far from bearing out the popular theory of the origin of 
property, Savigny’s canon is particularly valuable as direct¬ 
ing our attention to its weakest jxiint. In the view of Black- 
stone and those whom he follows, it was the mode of assuming 
the exclusive enjoyment which mysteriously affected the 
minds of the fathers of our race. But the mystery does not 
reside here. It is not wonderful that property began in 
adverse pwssession. It is not surprising that the first pro¬ 
prietor should have been the strong man armed who kept his 
goods in peace. But why it was that lapse of time created 
a sentiment of respect for his possession—which is the exact 
source of the universal reverence of mankind for that which 
has for a long period de Jaclo existed—are questions really 



The Early History of Property 151 

deserving the profoundest examination, but lying far beyond 
the boundary of our present inquiries. 

Before pointing out the quarter in which we may hopie to 
glean some information, scanty and uncertain at licst, con¬ 
cerning the early history of proprietary right, I venture to 
state my opinion that the popular impression in reference to 
the part played by Occupancy in the first stages of civilisation 
directly reverses the truth. Occupancy is the advised assump¬ 
tion of physical possession; and the notion that an act of this 
description confers a title to “ res nullius,” so far from being 
characteristic of very early societies, is in all probability the 
growth of a refined jurisprudence and of a settled condition 
of the laws. It is only when the rights of property have 
gained a sanction from long practical inviolability and when 
the vast majority of the objects of enjoyment have been 
subjected to private ownership, that mere possession is 
allowed to invest the first possessor with dominion over com¬ 
modities in which no prior proprietorship has been asserted. 
The sentiment in which this doctrine originated is absolutely 
irreconcilable with that infrequency and uncertainty of pro¬ 
prietary rights which distinguish the beginnings of civilisation. 
Its true basis seems to be, not an instinctive bias towards 
the institution of Property, but a presumption arising out 
of the long continuance of that institution, that everything 
ought to have an owner. When possession is taken of a “ res 
nullius,” that is, of an object which is not, or has never been, 
reduced to dominion, the possessor is permitted to become 
proprietor from a feeling that all valuable things are naturally 
the subjects of an exclusive enjoyment, and that in the given 
case there is no one to invest with the right of property except 
the Occupant. The Occupant in short, becomes the owner, 
because all things are presumed to be somebody’s projicrty 
and because no one can be pointed out as having a better 
right than he to the proprietorship of this particular thing. 

Even were there no other objection to the descriptions of 
mankind in their natural state which we have been discussing, 
there is one particular in which they are fatally at variance 
with the authentic evidencepossessed by us. It will be observed 
that the acts and motives which these theories suppose are 
the acts and motives of Individuals. It is each Individual 
who for himself subscribes the Social Compact. It is some 
shifting sandbank in which the grains are Individual men. 
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that according to the theory of Hobbes is hardened into the 
social rock by the wholesome discipline of force. It is an 
Individual who, in the picture drawn by Blackstone, “ is m 
the occupation of a determined spot of ground for rest, for 
shade, or the like.” The vice is one which necessarily afflicts 
all the theories descended from the Natural Law of the 
Romans, which differed principally from their Civil Law 
in the account which it took of Individuals, and which 
has rendered precisely its greatest service to civilisation in 
enfranchising the individual from the authority of archaic 
society, liut Ancient Law, it must again be repeated, knows 
ne.xt to nothing of Individuals. It is concerned not with 
Indivuluals, but with Families, not with single human beings, 
but groups. Even when the law of the State has succeeded 
in jicrmeating the small circles of kindred into which it had 
originally no means of penetrating, the view it takes of Indi¬ 
viduals is curiously different from that taken by jurisprudence 
in it.s maturest stage. The life of each citizen is not regarded 
as limited by birth and death; it is but a continuation of the 
existence of his forefathers, and it will be prolonged in the 
cxisteni e of his descendants. 

The Roman distinction between the Law of Persons and 
the Law of 'I'hings, which though extremely convenient is 
entirely artificial, has evidently done much to divert inquiry 
on the subject before us from the true direction. The lessons 
learned in discussing the Jus Pcrsonanim have been forgotten 
where the Jus Rerum is reached, and Projicrty, Contract, and 
Delict, have been considered as if no hints concerning their 
original nature were to be gained fioni the facts ascertained 
resiiccting the original condition of Persons. Tlie futility 
of this method would be manifest if a system of pure archaic 
law could be brought before us, and if the experiment could 
be tried of ajiplying to it the Roman classifications. It would 
soon be seen that the separation of the Law of Persons from 
that of Things has no meaning in the infancy of law, that the 
rules belonging to the two departments are inextricably 
mingled together, and that the distinctions of the later jurists 
are a[)pro[)riate only to the later jurisprudence. P'rom what 
has been said in tlic earlier portions ot this treatise, it will be 
gathered that there is a strong d prion improbability of our 
obtaining any clue to the early history of jtroperty, if we 
confine our notice to the proprietary rights of individuals. It 
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is more than likely that joint-ownership, and not separate 
ownership, is the really archaic institution, and that the 
forms of property which will alTortl us mstruuion will be 
those which are associated with the rit;hts of families and of 
groups of kindred. The Roman jurisprudence will not here 
assist in enlightening us, for it is exactly the Roman juri.^- 
prudence which, transformed by the tiieory of N.itiiral Uiw, 
has bequeathed to the moderns the lm[)re^slon that indi\ idual 
ownership is the normal state of proprietary right, and that 
ownership in common by groups of men is only the exception 
to a general rule. There is, however, one community which 
will alwavs be (arcfully examined by the imiuirer who is in 
quest of any lost institution of primeval sot lelv How far 
soever any such institution may h.ivc undergone change 
among the branch of the Indo-h.uropean family whuli has 
been settled for ages in India, it will seldom be found to have 
entirely cast aside the shell in whn h it was originally reared. 
It ha])pcns tliat, among the Hindoos, we do (imi a form of 
ownership which ought at ome to rivet ciur attention Iroin 
it.s exactly fitting in with the nleas whuli our studies in the 
I-aw of Persons would lead us to entertam respci ting the 
original condition of property. Tin- Vill.ige ( ominiinity 
of India IS at oni e an organised ]i.itri.iri hal sik letv and 
an assemblage of i o-|)ro])rietors. 'I he pi-rson.d relations to 
eai h other of the men vvlio <oin|)osi- it are indistinguish.ibly 
confounded with their proprietary rights, and to tlie attempts 
of Kngh^ll function,iries to seji.ir.ite the two may bi' assigneii 
some of the most formidable mi'(.irri.iges of .Anglo-Indian 
administration. The Village ('ommunitv is known to hi’ of 
immense antiquity. In wli.Uever <lirei turn rescan h has Ix'en 
pushed into Indian history, general or loi.d, it li.is always 
found the Community in e\isten<e at the f.vrthesl point of 
Its progress. A great number of intelligent and observant 
writers, most of whom had no theory of any sort to support 
concerning its nature and origin, agree in con-'idering it tlic 
lea.st destructible institution of a soi lety which never willingly 
surrenders any one of its usages to innovation Conquests 
and revolutions seem to have svve|)t over it without disturbing 
or dis])laring it, and the mo^i lienefiicnt svstems of govern¬ 
ment in India have always been those winch have recognised 
it as the btcsis of administration. 

The mature Roman law, and modern jurisprudence follow- 
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ing in its wake, look upon co-ownership as an exceptional 
and momentary condition of the rights of property. This 
view is clearly indicated in the maxim which obtains uni¬ 
versally in \Vestem Europe, Nenw in commumone potest 
invitus detinen (“ No one can be kept in co-proprietorship 
against his will ”). But in India this order of ideas is re¬ 
versed, and it may be said that separate proprietorship is 
always on its way to become proprietorship in common. The 
process has been adverted to already. As soon as a son is 
born, he acquires a vested interest in his father’s substance, 
and on attaining years of discretion he is even, in certain 
contingencies, permitted by the letter of the law to call for a 
partition of the family estate. As a fact, however, a division 
rarely takes place even at the death of the father, and the 
property constantly remains undivided for several genera¬ 
tions, though every member of every generation has a legal 
right to an undivided share in it. The domain thus held 
in common is sometimes administered by an elected manager, 
but more generally, and in some provinces always, it is man¬ 
aged by tlie eldest agnate, by the eldest rc[)rcsentative of 
the eldest line of the stock. Such an assemblage of joint 
proprietors, a body of kindred holding a domain in common, 
IS the simplest form of an Indian Village Community, but the 
Community is more than a brotherhood of relatives and more 
than an association of partners. It is an organised society, 
and besides providing for the management of the common 
fund, it seldom fails to provide, by a complete staff of func¬ 
tionaries, for internal go\ ernment, for police, for the adminis¬ 
tration of justice, and for the apportionment of taxes and 
public duties. 

The process which I have described as that under which 
a Village Community is formed, may be regarded as typical. 
Yet it is not to be supposed that every Village Community 
in India drew together m so simple a manner. Although, 
in the North of India, the archives, as I am informed, almost 
invariably show that the Community was founded by a single 
assemblage of blood-relations, they also supply information 
that men of alien extraction have always, from time to time, 
been engrafted on it, and a mere purchaser of a share may 
generally, under certain conditions, be admitted to the 
brotherhood. In the South of the Peninsula there are often 
Communities which appear to have sprung not from one but 
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from two or more families; and there are some whose comjx)- 
sition is known to be entirely artificial; indeed, the occasional 
a";;regation of men of different castes in the same society is 
fatal to the hypothesis of a common descent. Vet in all 
these brotherhoods either the tradition is prc.ser\cd, or the 
assumption made, of an original common parentage. Mount- 
stuart Elphinstone, who wntes more particularly of the 
Southern Village Communities, observes of them (Iltsiorv 
of India, i. 126); “The popular notion is that the Village 
landholders are all descended from one or more individuals 
who settled the village; and that the only exceptions are 
formed by persons who have derived their rights by pur¬ 
chase or otherwise from members of the original stock. The 
supposition is confirmed by the fact that, to this day. there 
are only single families of landholders in small villages and 
not many in large ones; but each has branched out into so 
many members that it is not uncommon for the whole agri¬ 
cultural labour to be done by the landholders, without the 
aid either of tenants or of labourers. 'I'he rights of the 
Lindholdcrs are theirs collectively and, though they almost 
absays have a more or less perfect partition of them, they 
never ha\ e an entire separation. A landholder, for instam e, 
can sell or mortgage his rights; but he must first luue the 
consent of the Village, and the pun baser stc[)s exaitly into 
his place and takes up all his obligations. If a family becomes 
extinct, its share returns to the common stoik ’’ 

Some considerations which have been offered in the fifth 
chajiter of this volume will assist the reader, I trust, in 
ap[)reciating the significance of Klphmsiune’s language. No 
imtitulion of the [irimitive world is likely to have been jire- 
served to our day, unless it has a< tjuircd an elasln ily foreign 
to Its original nature through somi' vi\if\mg leg.d fn tion. 
The Village Community then is not neicssarily an assemlilage 
of blood-relations, but it i.s either such an assemblage or a 
body of co-proprietors formed on the model of an assonation 
of kinsmen. The type with which it should be cornfiarcd 
is evidently not the Roman Family, but the Roman Cens or 
House. The Gens was also a group on the model of the 
family; it was the family extended by a variety of fntions 
of whu h the exact nature was lost in antiquity. In historn ,d 
times, its leading characteristics were the very two whn h 
Eljihinstone remarks in the Village Community. 'I'here was 
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always the assumption of a common origin, an assumption 
sometimes notoriously at variance with fact; and, to repeat 
the historian’s words, “ if a family became extinct, its share 
returned to the common stock.” In old Roman law, un¬ 
claimed inheritances escheated to the Gentiles. It is further 
suspected by all who have examined their history that the 
Communities, like the Gentes, have been very generally 
adulterated by the admission of strangers, but the exact 
mode of absorption cannot now be ascertained. At present, 
they are recruited, as Elphinstone tells us, by the admission 
of purchasers, with the consent of the brotherhood. The 
acquisition of the adopted member is, however, of the nature 
of a universal succession; together with the share he has 
bought, he succeeds to the liabilities which the vendor had 
incurred towards the aggregate group. He is an Emptor 
Famihae, and inherits the legal clothing of the person whose 
place he begins to fill. The consent of tiie whole brotherhood 
required for his admission may remind us of the consent 
whidi the Comitia Curiata, the Parliament of that larger 
brotherhood of self-styled kinsmen, the ancient Roman 
commonwealth, so strenuously insisted on as essential to the 
legalisation of an Adoption or the confirmation of a Will. 

T'he tokens of an extreme antiquity are discoverable in 
almost every single feature of the Indian Village Communities. 
We have so many independent reasons for suspecting that 
the infancy of law is distinguished by the prevalence of co- 
ownership by the intermixture of personal with proprietary 
rights, and by the confusion of public with private duties, 
that we should be justified in deducing many important 
conclusions from our oliservation of these proprietary 
brotherhoods, even if no similarly compounded societies 
could be detected in any other part of the world. It happens, 
however, that much earnest curiosity has been very recently 
attracted to a similar set of phenomena in those parts of 
Europe which have been most slightly affected by the feudal 
transformation of property, and which in many imjxirtant 
particulars have as close an affinity with the Eastern as with 
the Western world. The researches of M. de Haxthausen, 
M. Tengoborski, and others, have shown us that the Russian 
villages are not fortuitous assemblages of men, nor are they 
unions founded on contract; they are naturally organised 
communities like those of India. 11 is true that these villages 
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are always in theory the patrimony of some noble proprietor, 
and the peasants have within historical times been coin erted 
into the predial, and to a great extent into the personal, serfs 
of the seignior. But the pressure of this superior ownership 
hiis never crushed the ancient organisation of the village, and 
It is probable that the enactment of the Tzar of Russia, who 
is supposed to have introduced serfdom, was really intended 
to prevent the peasants from abandoning that co-operation 
without which the old social order could not long Ik; main¬ 
tained. In the assumption of an agnatic connection between 
the villagers, in the blending of personal rights with |)ri\ ileges 
of ownership, and in a variety of s|>ontaneous pro\isions for 
internal administration, the Russian Village appears to be 
a nearly exact repetition of the Indian Community; but there 
is one important diflerence which we note witli the greatest 
interest. The co-owners of an Indian village, though their 
property is blended, have their rights distinct, and this 
separation of rights is complete and continues indefinitely. 
The severance of rights is also theoretically complete in a 
Russian village, but there it is only tem])orary After llie 
expiration of a given, but not in all i.ises of the same, period 
separate ownerships are extinguished, the land of the village 
is thrown into a mass, and then it is rc-distnhuted among 
the families composing the community, according to their 
number. This repartition having been effci ted, the rights of 
families and of individuals are again alloweil to branch out 
into various lines, which they continue to follow till another 
period of division comes round. An even more (urious 
variation from this type of ownership occurs m some of those 
countries which long formed a debatcable land between the 
Turkish empire and the possessions of the House of Austria. 
In Servia, in Croatia, and tlie Austrian .Sclavonia, the villages 
are also brotherhoods of persons who are at once co-owners 
and kinsmen; but there the internal arrangements of the 
community differ from those adverted to in the last two 
examples. The substance of the common property is in this 
case neither divided in practice nor considered in theory as 
divisible, but the entire land is cultivated by the combined 
labour of all the villagers, and the produce is annually dis¬ 
tributed among the households, sometimes according to their 
supposed wants, sometimes according to rules which give 
to particular persons a fixed share of the usufruct. All these 
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practices are traced by the jurists of the East of Europe to 
a principle which is asserted to be found in the earliest 
Sclavonian laws, the principle that the property of families 
cannot be divided for a perpetuity. 

The great interest of these phenomena in an inquiry like 
the present arises from the light they throw on the develop¬ 
ment of distinct proprietary rights tnstde the groups by which 
property seems to have been originally held. We have the 
strongest reason for thinking that property once belonged 
not to individuals nor even to isolated families, but to larger 
societies composed on the patriarchal model; but the mode 
of transition from ancient to modern ownerships, obscure 
at best, would have been infinitely obscurer if several dis¬ 
tinguishable forms of Village Communities had not been dis¬ 
covered and examined. It is worth while to attend to the 
varieties of internal arrangement within the patriarchal 
groups which are, or were till recently, observable among 
races of Indo-European blood. The chiefs of the ruder 
Highland clans used, it is said, to dole out food to the heads 
of the households under their jurisdiction at the very shortest 
intervals, and sometimes day by day. A periodical distribu¬ 
tion is also made to the Sclavonian villagers of the Austrian 
and Turkish provinces by the elders of their body, but then 
it is a distribution once for all of the total produce of the year. 
In the Russian villages, however, the substance of the pro¬ 
perty ceases to be looked upon as indivisible, and separate 
proprietary claims are allowed freely to grow up, but then the 
progress of separation is peremptorily arrested after it has 
continued a certain time. In India, not only is there no 
indivisibility of the common fund, but separate proprietor¬ 
ship in parts of it may be indefinitely prolonged and may 
branch out into any number of derivative ownerships, the 
de /ado partition of the stock being, however, checked by 
inveterate usage, and by the rule against the admission of 
strangers without the consent of the brotherhood. It is not 
of course intended to insist that these different forms of 
the Village Community represent distinct stages in a process 
of tran'-mutation which has been e\er\where accomplished 
in the same manner. But, though the evidence does not 
warrant our going so far as this, it renders less presumptuous 
the conjecture that private proj>erty, in the shape in which 
we know it, was chiefly formed by the gradual disentangle- 
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merit of the separate rights of individuals from the blended 
rights of a community. Our studies in the Law of Persons 
seemed to show us the Family expanding into the Agnatic 
group of kinsmen, then the Agnatic group dissolving into 
separate households; lastly the household supplanted by the 
individual; and it is now suggested that each step in the 
change corresponds to an analogous alteration in the nature 
of Ownership. If there be any truth in the suggestion, it is 
to be observed that it materially affects the problem which 
theorists on the origin of Property have generally proposed 
to themselves. The question—perhaps an insoluble one— 
which they have mostly agitated is, what were the motives 
which first induced men to respect each other’s possessions? 
It may still be put, without much hope of finding an answer to 
it, in the form of any inquiry into the reasons which led one 
composite group to keep aloof from the domain of another. 
But, if it be true that far the most important passage in the 
history of Private Property is its gradual elimination from 
the co-ownership of kinsmen, then the great point of inquiry 
is identical with that which lies on the threshold of all 
historical law—what were the motives which originally 
prompted men to hold together in the family union? To 
such a question, Junsprudence, unassisted by other sciences, 
is not competent to give a reply. The fact ran only be 
noted. 

The undivided state of property in ancient societies is 
consistent with a peculiar sharpness of division, which shows 
itself as soon as any single share is completely separated from 
the patrimony of tlie group. 1 his phenomenon springs, doubt¬ 
less, from the circumstance that the property is sup[>osed to 
become the domain of a new group, so that any dealing with 
it, in its divided state, is a transaction between two highly 
complex bodies. I have already compared Aniicnt Law to 
Modem International Law, in respect of the size and com¬ 
plexity of the corpwrate a.ssociations, whose rights and duties 
it settles. As the contracts and conveyances known to anc lent 
law are contracts and conveyances to which not single in¬ 
dividuals, but organised companies of men, are parties, they 
are in the highest degree ceremonious ; they require a variety 
of symbolical acts and words intended to impress the business 
on the memory of all who take part in it; and they demand 
the presence of an inordinate number of witnesses. From these 
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peculiarities, and others allied to them, springs the universally 
unmalleable character of the ancient forms of property. 
Sometimes the patrimony of the family is absolutely inalien¬ 
able, as was the case w-ith the Sclavonians, and still oftener, 
though alienations may not be entirely illegitimate, they are 
virtually impracticable, as among most of the Germanic 
tribes, from the necessity of having the consent of a large 
number of persons to the transfer. Where these impediments 
do not exist, or ran be surmounted, the act of conveyance 
itself is generally burdened with a perfect load of ceremony, 
in which not one iota can be safely neglected. Ancient law 
uniformly refuses to dis|)ense with a single gesture, however 
grotesque; witli a single svllable, however its meaning may 
have been forgotten; with a single witness, however super¬ 
fluous may he his testimony. The entire solemnities must be 
scrupulously completed by persons legally entitled to take 
part in them, or else the conveyance is null, and the seller is 
re-csta!)lis!icd in the rights of which he had vainly attempted 
to divest liimself. 

These various obstacles to the free circulation of the 
objects of use and enjoyment, begin of course to make them¬ 
selves felt as soon as society has acquired even a slight degree 
of activity, and the expedients by which advannng com¬ 
munities endeavour to overcome them form the staple of the 
history of I’rojicrty. Of such expedients there is one which 
take'jircccdeni eof thercst from itsantiqiiityand universality. 
'I'he idea seems to have sjiontaneouslv suggested itself to a 
great number of early societies, to clas-,!fy jirojierty into kinds. 
One kind or sort of property is placed on a lower footing of 
dignity than the others, but at the same time is relieved from 
the fetters which antiquity has imposed on them. Subse¬ 
quently, the sujierior convenience of the rules governing the 
transfer and descent of the lower order of property becomes 
generally recognised, and by a gradual course of innovation 
the plasticity of the fess dignified ci.rss of valuable objects is 
communicated to the classes which stand conventionally 
higher. The history of Roman Property I-avv is the history 
of the o-ssiniilation of Res Mancipi to Res Nee Mancipi. Tfie 
history of Property on the European Continent is the his¬ 
tory of the subversion of the feudalised law of land by the 
Romanised law of moveables; and, though the history of 
ownership in England is not nearly completed, it is visibly 
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the law of personalty which threatens to absorb and annihilate 
the law of realty. 

The only natural classification of the objects of enjoyment, 
the only classification which corresponds with an essential 
ditlcrence in the subject-matter, is that which duides tliein 
into Moveables and Immoveables. Familiar as is this classifi¬ 
cation to jurisprudence, it was very slowly developed by 
Roman law, from which we inherit it, and was only finally 
adopted by it in its latest stage. The clas.sifications of Ancient 
law have sometimes a superficial resemblance to this. They 
occasionally divide property into categories, and place im¬ 
moveables in one of them; but then it is found that they 
eitlier class along with immoveables a number of ohjeits 
which have no sort of relation with them, or eKe divorce them 
from various rights to which they have a close aflinity. I'liiis, 
the Res Mancipi of Roman Law included not onlv land, hut 
slaves, horses, and oxen. Scottish law ranks with land a 
certain class of securities, and Hindoo law associates it with 
slaves. F.nglish law, on the other hand, [larts lca.scs of land 
for years from other interests in the soil, and joins them to 
personalty under the name of chattels real. Moreover, the 
classifications of .'\ncient Law are cla.ssifitations implying 
superiority and inferiority; while the distimtion between 
moveables and immoveables, so long at lea.st a.s it was i on- 
lined to Roman jurisprudence, carried with it no suggestion 
whatever of a ditlerencc in dignity. The Res .Mancijii, how¬ 
ever, did certainly at first enjoy a prcicdence over the Res 
Nec .Mam ipi. as did heritable property m .Scotland and really 
in England, over the personalty to which they were opposeij. 
The lawyers of all systems have spared no pains in striving 
to refer these classifications to some intelligible principle; but 
the reasons of the severance must ever be vainly sought for 
in the philosophy of law: they belong not to its jihilosophy, 
but to its history. The exjilanation which appears to cover 
the greatest number of instances is, that the objects of enjoy¬ 
ment honoured above the rest were the forms of property 
known first and earliest to each [larticular community, and 
dignified therefore emphatically with the designation of 
Property. On the other hand, the articles not enumerated 
among the favoured objects .seem to have ticen placed on a 
lower standing, because the knowledge of their value was 
posterior to the epoch at which the catalogue of superior 
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property was settled. 'I'hey were at first unknown, rare 
limited in their uses, or else regarded as mere apjiendaires tc 
the pri\ ileped ohjet ts. 'I'hus, tliouph the Roman Res .Mancip 
im hided a numher of mo'.eable artii les of great \alue, stil 
the nioil (ostly jewels were never allowed to take rank ai 
Res .Mane ipi, hei ause they were unknown to the earlv Romans 
In the same way ehatieK real in Rngland arc said to ha\( 
been degradi d to the fooling of personalty, from the infre 
quen< V and vahielessness of surh estates under the fetida 
land law. Hut the grand jioint of interest is, the eontmuei 
degradation of thme < oinniodities when their inijiortanK 
had im reused and their number had multijilied Whv wen 
they not stucessueh im hided among the favoured objects o 
enjosment? One reason is found in the stubbornness will 
whii h Am lent Law adheres to its < lassifications It is a char 
acteristu both of uneduiated minds an<i of early soiieties 
tliat they are little able to i om ei\ e a general rule ajiarl fron 
the partK iilar applii ations of it with whnh they are jiracti 
(ally familiar I'hey lannot dissociate a general term 0 
maxim from the sjien.d examjiUs whuh meet them in dail; 
exjierienie, and in this way the designation (overmg tin 
best-known forms of jiro|)erty is denied to artu Ic.s wlm! 
exaitlv resemble them in being ohjei ts of enjoyment am 
Mibjei ts of right Hiit to these iiilliiem es, wlmdi exert [leciilia 
ton e in a siibjei t-matt( r so st.ible <is that of law , are after 
waids added others more 1 (insistent with progrt ss in en 
lightenment .ind m the c om ejitions of gener.il exiieihem v 
C ourts and l.iw \ ers bei ome at l.ist ali\ e to the im oin eniem 
of the emb.iri.issin-; foim.ililKs rei|i,iied for the transfer 
reioverv, or devolution ol the l.ivoured (ommodities, am 
grow unwilling to tiller tlie newer dcsiriptions oi [irojierf 
with the til him .d 1 1 .imiiu K w hu h i harai ti ris( d the in lain 
of l.vw Heme .iiisis ,i disjioution to ket p these la-t on . 
lower gr.idi in the .irr.inoi ments ol liirisprudi m e, and t 
[lerimt t tu 11 1 1 aiister bv simjiler jirm esses than liiose w hi( 1 
m ,us 1 ail (onvevaiues, serve as stumbling blinks to goo- 
f.uth .1111 1 si( pping-'tones to li.i al \S t are pi 1 hajis m som 
danger ol umhir.umg tfie im onvemi m es ol th.e amitn 
modes of tr.uisUr tU.r uistrununts of loiuiv.imi .ir 
written, so th.it their l.ingu.ige, well jiondcn d bv the jiri 
fession.il di.i n'111.111, Is i.iri iv d<li(t.vi in.uiuraiv Hut a 
aiu lent i onv ev .im v was not w iitti-n, but Ui to/ (listures an 
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words took the pKioe of written tedinu.il ]>lir,i--eiili)^\, and 
an\ forniiila niispronouneed. or ^\mtll‘l!lal art oinuted, 
would liave vitiated the proeeedin;; as lat.ilh as a inaieiial 
mistake in stating the uses or settim; out the reniamdeis 
w oulii, ttvo hundred years auo, ha\ e \ iti iteil an rn':li -li d< i d 
Indeed, tlie niisi hicfs of till .in h.iu eeieinnnial an e\in thus 
onlv half stated. So lon^ as elaliorate lonvevaiues, \sritten 
or aited. are reijuired for the ahen.ition of Lirhl .ilone, the 
chaiii es Ilf mistake are not ioiisuler.ihle in the tr.Ulster of .i 
desi ri jit ion of jirojiert \ w liu li is seldom got rid nt with iniu h 
jirei ijiitatmn ihit the hielier i Less of jirojrerti in the am lent 
world I oiujiriseri not onl\ land Iml siwer.il of the i omnionest, 
and siwiral of the most \alual>le mo\e.ihles When on, e the 
wheels of soeietv had heeiin to nun e qiiiekU , there must 
ha\e been imniense itu on\enieiu e m diiii.imline .i hiehly 
intrii ate form of transfer for a horse or .in ox, or lor the most 
eosth chattel of the old world—the 'sl.ne .''u, h , ommodlties 
must h.ue been loiistanlK and even ordmanlv loineved 
with iiu oiiij ilete forms, and laid, t herefore, uni h r iiii jierlei t 
titles 

'I he Res .Nhineijii of old Rom.ui l.iw were hind m historu .U 
tunes, land on Italian soil, s|,i\es ,iniI 1 ie,ists,if hurdi n, siu h 

as horses and oxen It is im|iossible to doubt th.it tin objei ls 
whii h make up the < lass are the instrimients of agrinilliiral 
labour, the i ommodlties of first i onseijiii in e to ,i primitive 
peojile Sill li I ominoditii s wire ,it limt, 1 lime me, i.illed 
eniph.U K .ilK rhiiirts or I'riijiert \ , .ind t he mode of I onv in ,im e 
b\ w Im li t 111 \ w ere t r.ui'li rii d w .is , ,illi d a Nt.im ijiiiim or 
M.ini iji.ition , but it w.ls mU jirob.iMv till mm li l.iiir th.it 
tliev reieiieii the liistimtive ajiju Il.itmn of Ri , Mate i[,i, 
“ riimi's w 111, h rei|mre .1 M.tm iji.ii loll ” lb. thiir ah thire 
m.iv h,i\ e existed or grow n U[) .i i hiss of obje. Is, for w he li it 
was not Worth while to inust Ojion thi foil iinuionv of 
Maneiji.it loll It would In i iioiigh il. m tr.m fi ino;'t in i hist 
from iiw m r to ow ner, .i [xirr onlv of the ordm.irv form.iiit u-s 
w ere jiro, i ciled w it li, iiamelv, th.it .u t ii.d ih liver v, jiliv u .il 
transfer, or wnuii is tlie ni'et ote.tous index of a 

change nt j)rn|irit torshij) .'sii< h i o.'-m,.,iht e ' wen tlii l-b . 
Nee M.irn iju of the .im u nt jurisjirud' lu ' " tlimus w ha h dal 

not require a ^l.lIll iji.i’i ui, little jiri/'d jirohMolv ,it hr.t, 
and not often ji.issi i] I rom , uii urouj) of jiropn, tors to a not her. 
Wlale, however, the list of the Res .Mam iju w.i, irrevoiahly 
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closed, that of the Res Nec Mancipi admitted of indefinite 
expansion; and hence every fresh conquest of man over 
material nature added an item to the Res Nec Mancipi, 
or effected an improvement in those already recog¬ 
nised. Insensibly, therefore, they mounted to an equality 
with the Res Mancipi, and the impression of an intrinsic 
inferiority being thus dissipated, men began to observe the 
manifold advantages of the simple formality which accom¬ 
panied their transfer over the more intricate and more 
venerable ceremonial. Two of the agents of legal amelioration, 
Fictions and Equity, were assiduously employed by the 
Roman lawyers to give the practical effects of a Mancipation 
to a Tradition: and, though Roman legislators long shrank 
from enacting that the right of property in a Res .Mancipi 
should be immediately transferred by bare delivery of the 
article, yet even this step was at last ventured upon by 
Justinian, in wliose jurisprudence the difference between 
Res Mancipi and Res Nec .Mancipi disappears, and Tradition 
or Delivery becomes the one great conveyance known to the 
law. The marked preference which the Roman lawyers very 
early gave to Tradition caused them to assign it a place in 
their tlieory which has helped to blind their modern disciples 
to its true history. It was classed among the “ natural ” 
modes of acquisition, both because it was generally practised 
among the Italian tribes, and because it was a process which 
attained its objei t by the simplest mechanism. If the expres¬ 
sions of the jurisconsults be pressed, they undoubtedly imply 
that Tradition, which belongs to the Law Natural, is more 
ancient than Mancipiation, which is an institution of Civil 
Society; and this, I need not say, is the exact reverse of the 
truth. 

The distinction between Res Mancipi and Res Nec Mancipi 
is the type of a class of distinctions to which civilisation is 
much indebted, distinctions which run through the whole 
mass of commodities, placing a few of them in a class by 
themselves, and relegating the others to a lower category. 
The inferior kinds of properly arc first, from disdain and dis¬ 
regard, released from the perplexed ceremonies in which 
primitive law delights, and thus afterwards, in another state 
of intellectual progress, the simple methods of transfer and 
recovery which have been allowed to come into use serve as a 
model which condemns by its convenience and simplicity the 
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cumbrous solemnities inherited from ancient days. But, in 
some societies, tlie trammels in which Property is tied up are 
much too complicated and stringent to be rela.xed in so easy 
a manner. \Vhenever male cliildren have been Iwrn to a 
Hindoo, the law of India, as I have stated, gives them all an 
interest in his property, and makes their consent a necessary 
condition of its alienation. In the same spirit, the general 
usage of the old Germanic peoples—it is remarkable that the 
Anglo-Saxon customs seem to have been an e.xception— 
forbade alienations without the consent of tlie male children; 
and the primitive law of the Sclatonians even proliihited 
them altogether. It is evident that such impediments as these 
cannot be overcome by a distinction between kinds of pro¬ 
perty, inasmuch as the difficulty extend-) to commodities of 
all sorts; and accordingly. Ancient Law, when once launched 
on a course of improvement, encounters them with a dis¬ 
tinction of another character, a distinction classifying pro¬ 
perty, not according to its nature but according to its origin. 
In India, where there are traces of both systems of classifica¬ 
tion, the one which we arc considering is exemplified in the 
difference which Hindoo law establishes between Inheritances 
and Acqtiisitions. The inherited property of the father is 
shared by the children as soon as they are born; hut accord¬ 
ing to the custom of most provinces, tlie nctjuisilions made 
by him during his lifetime arc wholly his own, and can be 
transferred by liim at pleasure. A similar distinction was not 
unknown to Roman law, in which the earliest innovation on 
the Parental Powers took the form of a permission given to 
the son to keep for himself whatever he might have acquired 
in military service. But the most extensive use ever made 
of this mode of classification appears to have been among the 
Germans. I have repeatedly stated that the allod, though not 
inalienable, was commonly transferable with the greatest 
difficulty; and moreover, it descended exclusively to the 
agnatic kindred. Hence an extraordinary variety of distinc¬ 
tions came to be recognised, all intended to diminish the incon¬ 
veniences inseparable from allodial property. The XBthrgdd, 
for e.xample, or composition for the homicide of a relative, 
which occupies so large a space in German jurisjirudence, 
formed no part of the family domain, and descendid accord¬ 
ing to rules of succession altogether different. .Similarly, the 
retpus, or fine leviable on the re-marriage of a widow, did not 
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enter into the allod of the {>erson to whom it was paid, and 
followed a line of devolution in which the privileges of the 
agnates were neglected. The law, too, as among the Hindoos, 
distinguished the Acquisitions of the chief of the household 
from his Inherited property, and permitted him to deal with 
them under much more liberal conditions. Classifications of 
the other sort were also admitted, and the familiar distinction 
drawn between land and moveables; but moveable property 
was divided into several subordinate categories, to each of 
which different rules applied. This exuberance of classifica¬ 
tion, which may strike us as strange in so rude a people as the 
German conquerors of the Empire, is doubtless to be explained 
by the presence in their systems of a considerable element 
of Roman law, absorbed by them during their long sojourn 
on the confines of the Roman dominion. It is not difficult to 
trace a great number of the rules governing the transfer and 
devolution of the commodities winch lay outside the allod, 
to their source in Roman jurisprudence, from which they were 
probably borrowed at widely distant epochs, and in frag¬ 
mentary importations. How far the obstacles to the free 
circulation of property were surmounted by such contrivances, 
we have not the means even of conjecturing, for the distinc¬ 
tions adverted to have no modern history. As I before ex¬ 
plained, the allodial form of property was entirely lost in the 
feudal, and when the consolidation of feudalism was once 
completed, there was practically but one distinction left 
standing of all those which had been known to the western 
world— the distinction between land and goods, immove¬ 
ables and moveables. Externally this distinction was the 
same with that which Roman law had finally accepted, but 
the law of the middle ages differed from that of Rome in 
distinctly considering immove.ible property to be more 
dignified than moveable. Vet this one sample is enough to 
show the importance of the cla.ss of expedients to which it 
belongs. In all the countries governed by systems based on 
the Erench codes, that is, through much the greatest part of 
the Continent of Europe, the law of moveables, which was 
always Roman l.iw, has superseded and annulled the feudal 
law of land. England is the only country of importance in 
which this transmutation, though it has gone some way, is 
not nearly accomplished. Our own, too, it may be added, is 
tlie only considerable European country m which the sepiara- 
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tion of moveables from immoveables has been somewhat dis¬ 
turbed by the same influences which c.uivod the ancient 
classifications to depart from the only one which is counten¬ 
anced by nature. In the main, the Enplish distinction has 
been between land and poods; but a cert.un class of goods 
have gone as heir-looms with the land, and .i certain descrip¬ 
tion of interests in land have from historical causes been 
ranked with personalty. This is not the only iivstance in 
which English jurisprudence, standing aji.irt [rom the main 
current of legal modification, has reproduced phenonien.i of 
archaic l.iw. 

I proceed to notice one or two more contriv.uices by which 
the ancient trammels of projirietary riglit were more or less 
successfully relaxed, premising that the scheme of this treatise 
only permits me to mention those which .ire of great .inti- 
quity. On one of them in jiarticular it is necessary to dwell for 
a moment or two, because persons unacquainted with the 
early history of law will not be easily persuaded that a prin¬ 
ciple, of which modern jurisprudence has very slowly ;ind 
with the greatest difficulty obtained the recognition, was 
really f.imiliar to the very infancy of legal si lence. There is 
no principle in all law which the moderns, in spile of its bene¬ 
ficial character, have been so loath to adopt and to carry to its 
legitimate consequences as that which was known to the 
Romans as Usucajnon, and which has desi, ended to modern 
jurisprudence under the name of Presi ription. It was a posi- 
ti\'e rule of the oldest Roman law, a rule older than the I’wel vc 
Tables, that commodities which had been uninterruptedly 
possessed for a certain period became the property of the 
{Xissessor, The period of possession was exceedingly short — 
one or two years according to tfie nature of the commodities— 
and in historical times Usucapion was only allowed to operate 
when possession had commenced in a particular way; but I 
think It likely that at a less advanced epoch possession was 
converted into ownership under conditions even less severe 
than we read of in our authorities .As 1 li.ise said before, I 
am far from asserting that the resper t of men for de facto 
possession is a phenomenon whn.h jurispruflem e can account 
for by itself, but it is very necessary to remark that primitive 
societies, in adopting the j^rinriple of Usinapion, were not 
beset with any of the speculative doubts and hesitations whn h 
have impeded its reception among the moderns. PrcM rijitions 
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were viewed by the modem lawyers, first with repugnance, 
afterwards with reluctant approval. In several countries, 
including our own, legislation long declined to advance 
beyond the rude device of barring all actions based on a 
wrong which had been suffered earlier than a fixed pioint of 
time in the past, generally the first year of some preceding 
reign; nor was it till the middle ages had finally closed, and 
James the First had ascended the throne of England, that we 
obtained a true statute of limitation of a very imperfect 
kind. This tardiness in copying one of the most famous 
chapters of Roman law, which was no doubt constantly read 
by the majority of European lawyers, the modern world owes 
to the influence of the Canon Law. The ecclesiastical customs 
out of which the Canon Law grew, concerned as they were 
with sacred or quasi-sacred interests, very naturally regarded 
the privileges which they conferred as incapable of being lost 
through disuse however prolonged; and in accordance with 
this view, the spiritual jurispmdence, when afterwards con¬ 
solidated, was distinguished by a marked leaning against 
Prescriptions. It was the fate of the Canon Law, when held 
up by the clerical lawyers as a pattern to secular legislation, 
to have a peculiar influence on first principles. It gave to the 
bodies of custom which were formed throughout Europe far 
fewer express rules than did the Roman law, but then it 
seems to have communicated a bias to professional opinion on 
a surprising number of fundamental points, and the tendencies 
thus produced progressively gained strength as each system 
was developed. One of the dispositions it produced was a 
disrelish for Prescriptions; but I do not know that this pre¬ 
judice would have operated as powerfully as it has done, if it 
had not fallen in with the doctrine of the scholastic jurists of 
the realist sect, who taught that, whatever turn actual legis¬ 
lation might take, a rtghl, how long soever neglected, was in 
point of fact indestructible. The remains of this state of 
feeling still exist. Wherever the philosophy of law is earnestly 
discussed, questions respecting the speculative basis of Pre¬ 
scription are always hotly disputed; and it is still a point of 
the greatest interest in France and Germany, whether a person 
who has been out of possession for a series of years is deprived 
of his ownership as a penalty for his neglect, or loses it 
through the summary interposition of the law in its desire to 
have & finis litium. But no such scruples troubled the mind 
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of early Roman society. Their ancient usages directly took 
away the ownership of everybody who had been out of pos¬ 
session, under certain circumstances, during one or two years. 
What was the exact tenor of the rule of Usucapion in its 
earliest shape, it is not easy to say; but, taken with the limita¬ 
tions which we find attending it in the books, it was a most 
useful security against the mischiefs of a too cumbrous 
system of conveyance. In order to have the benefit of 
Usucapion, it was necessary that the adverse i^ssession 
should have begun in good faith, that is, with belief on the 
part of the possessor that he was lawfully acquiring the pro¬ 
perty, and it was farther required that the commodity should 
have been transferred to him by some mode of alienation^ 
which, however unequal to conferring a complete title in the 
particular case, was at least recognised by the law. In the 
case therefore of a Mancipation, however slovenly the per¬ 
formance might have been, yet if it had been carried so far 
as to involve a Tradition or Delivery, the vice of the title 
would be cured by Usucapion in two years at most. I know 
nothing in the practice of the Romans which testifies so 
strongly to their legal genius as the use which they made of 
Usucapion. The difficulties which beset them were nearly the 
same with those which embarrassed and still embarrass the 
lawyers of England. Owing to the complexity of their system, 
which as yet they had neither the courage nor the power to 
reconstruct, actual right was constantly getting divorced 
from technical right, the equitable ownership from the legal. 
But Usucapion, as manipulated by the jurisconsults, supplied 
a self-acting machinery, by which the defects of titles to 
property were always in course of being cured, and by which 
the ownerships that were temporarily separated were again 
rapidly cemented together with the briefest possible delay. 
Usucapion did not lose its advantages till the reforms of 
Justinian. But as soon as law and equity had been com¬ 
pletely fused, and when Mancipiation ceased to be the 
Roman conveyance, there was no further necessity for 
the ancient contrivance, and Usucapion, with its pieriods 
of time considerably lengthened, became the Prescription 
which has at length been adopted by nearly all systems of 
modem law. 

I pass by with brief mention another expedient having the 
same object with the last, which, though it did not imme- 
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diately make its appearance in English legal history, was of 
immemorial antiquity in Roman law; such indeed is its 
apparent age that some German civilians, not sufficiently 
aware of the light thrown on the subject by the analogies of 
English law, have thought it even older than the Mancipation. 
I speak of the Cessio in Jure, a collusive recovery, in a Court 
of law, of property sought to be conveyed. The plaintiff 
claimed the subject of this proceeding with the ordinary forms 
of a litigation; the defendant made default; and the com¬ 
modity was of course adjudged to the plaintiff. I need scarcely 
remind the English lawyer that this expedient suggested itself 
to our forefathers, and produced those famous Fines and 
Recoveries which did so much to undo the harshest trammels 
of the feudal land-law. The Roman and English contrivances 
have very much in common and illustrate each other most in¬ 
structively, but there is this difference between them, that the 
object of the English lawyers was to remove complications 
already introduced into the title, while the Roman juris¬ 
consults sought to prevent them by substituting a mode of 
tran,sfor necessarily unimpeachable lor one which too often 
miscarried. The device is, in fact, one which suggests itself 
as soon us Courts of Law are in steady operation, but are 
nevertheless still under the empire of primitive notions. In 
an advanced state of legal opinion, tribunals regard collusive 
litigation as an abuse of their [irocedure; but there has 
always been a time when, if their forms were scrupulously 
complied with, they never dreamed of looking further. 

The influence of Courts of I.aw and of their procedure upon 
Property has been most extensive, but the subject is too 
large for the dimensions of this treatise, and would carry us 
further down the course of legal history than is consistent 
with its scheme. It is desirable, however, to mention, that 
to thus influence we must attribute the importance of the dis¬ 
tinction between Property and Possession—not, indeed, the 
distinction itself, which (in the language of an eminent 
English civilian) is the same thing as the distinction between 
the legal right to act upon a thing and the physical power to 
do so—but the extraordinary importance which the distinc¬ 
tion has obtained in the philosophy of law. p'ew educated 
persons are so little versed in legal literature as not to have 
heard that the language of the Roman jurisconsults on the 
subject of Possession long occasioned the greatest possible 
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perplexity, and that the genius of Savigny is supposed to have 
cluefly proved itself by the solution which he discovered for 
the enigma. Possession, in fact, when employed by the Roman 
lawyers, appears to have contracted a shade of meaning not 
easily accounted for. The word, as appears from its etymo¬ 
logy, must have originally denoted physical contact or 
physical contact resumeable at pleasure; but, as actually used 
without any qualifying epithet, it signifies not simply physical 
detention, but physical detention coupled with the iiucntion 
to hold the thing detained as one’s own. Savigny, following 
Niebuhr, perceived that for this anomaly there could only 
be a historical origin. He pointed out that the Patrician 
burghers of Rome, who had become tenants of the greatest 
part of the public domain at nominal rents, were, in the 
view of the old Roman law, mere possessors, but then 
they were possessors intending to keep their land against all 
comers. They, in truth, put forward a claim almost identical 
with that which has recently been advanced in ICngland by 
the lessees of Cliurch lands. Admitting that in theory they 
were the tenants-at-will of the state, they contended that 
time and undisturbed enjoyment had ripened their holding 
into a species of ownership, and that it would l>e unjust to 
eject them for the jiurpose of redistributing the domain. The 
association of this claim with the Patrician tenancies, per¬ 
manently influenced the sense of “ jiosscssion.” Meanwhile 
the only legal remedies of wliich the tenants couhi avail them¬ 
selves, if ejected or threatened with disturbance, were the 
Possessory Interdicts, summary jiroc esses of Roman law 
which were either expressly devised by the Pntor for their 
protection, or else, according to another theory, had in older 
times been employed for the jirovisional maintenanc c of jios- 
scssions pending the settlement of cjuestions of legal right. 
It came, therefore, to be understood that everybody who 
[wsscssed projierty as his mvn had the jiower of demanding the 
Interdicts, and, by a system of highly artificial jileading, the 
Interdictal process was moiildecf into a shajie fitted for the 
trial of conllicting claims to a disjiuted possession, Ihcn 
commenced a movement which, as Mr. John Austin pointed 
out, exactly reproduced itself m Knglish law Projirietors, 
domtm, began to prefer the simpler forms or speedier course 
of the Interdict to the lagging and intricate formalities of 
the Real Action.and for the purjxjseof availing themselves of 



Ancient Law 


172 

the possessory remedy fell back upon the possession which was 
sup[)()sed to be involved in their proprietorship. The liberty 
conceded to persons who were nottrue Possessors, but Ouner.s, 
to vindicate their rif,'hts by possessory remedies, though it 
may have been at first a boon, had ultimately the elTect of 
seriously deteriorating both English and Roman jurispru¬ 
dence. The Roman law owes to it those subtleties on the sub¬ 
ject of Possession which have done so much to discredit it, 
while English law, after the actions which it appropriated to 
the recovery of real property had fallen into the most hope¬ 
less confiKsion, got nd at last of the whole tangled mass by a 
heroic remedy. No one can doubt that the virtual abolition 
of the English real actions which took place nearly thirty 
years sini e was a public benefit, but still persons sensitive to 
the harmonie.s of jurisprudence will lament that^ instead of 
cleansing, improving, and simplifying the true [iroprietary 
actions, we sacrificed them all to the possessory action of 
ejectment, thus basing our whole system of land recovery 
upon a legal fiction. 

Li'gal tribunals have also powerfully assisted to shape and 
modily conceptions of proprietary right by means of the dis¬ 
tinction between Law unci Eiiuity, which always makes its 
first ajipearanre as a distinction between jurisdictions. Eijuit- 
able jirojK-rty in England is simply property held under tlie 
jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery. At Rome, the Praitor’s 
Edict introduced its novel principles in the guise of a jiromise 
that under certain circumstances a particular action or a 
particular plea would be granted; and, accordingly, the 
property in boms, or E<|uital)lc l‘ro[)ert\, of Roman law was 
property e.xclusiveU jrrotccted liy remedies which had their 
source in the Edit t. 'I'he mcclianisni b\ which equitable 
rights wore sa\ed from hemg overridden by the claims of the 
leg.il owner was .somewhat different in the two s\stems. With 
us their independence is secured by the Injunction of the 
Court of (dianccry. Since however Law and Equity, while not 
as vet consolidatetl, were administered under the Roman 
system by the same Court, notiung like the Injunction was 
required, and the Magistrate took the simpler course of re¬ 
fusing to grant to the Civil I^iw Owner those actions and 
pleas by which alone he could obtain the property that 
belonged in equity to another. But the practical operation 
of both systems was nearly the same. Both, by means of a 
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distinction in procedure, were able to preserve new forms ol 
property in a sort of pro\isional e\i>te!ue, until the time 
should come when they were rece><^nised I'v tlie whole Liw. 
In this way, tlie Roman Rr.etor ga\e an immediate right of 
property to the person who had acquired a Res M.uu ipi liy 
mere deluery, without waiting for tlie ripening of rsiie.ipion. 
Similarly he m time recognised an ownership m the ^lorl- 
gagee who had at first been ,i mere “ bailee ” or depositary, 
<uul in the bmpliytcuta, or tenant of land whu h was subject 
to a fixed perpelu.d rent, hollowing a jiaiallel line of progress, 
the Knglish Court of Chancery created a sjiecial proprietor¬ 
ship for tlie Mortgagor, for tlie ( estiii ()ue Trust, for the 
Mamed Woman who h.id the ,ul\;uit.!gc of a partieul.ir kind 
of settlement, and for the Riiri li.iser who li.id not \ et .lecjuired 
a complete legal ownership All these are ex.imjiles in whuh 
forms of proprietory right, di'tiiKtly new, were reiognised 
and preserved lint indireitly I’ropertv has been .iffec tni m 
a thousand w.iys by e<]uity both in bngl.ind and at Rome. 
Into whatever corner of jurispriuleiu e lU .luthors pushed the 
powerful instrument m their command, thev wire sure to 
meet, and tout h, and more or less m.iten.illv modify the law 
of property. When 111 the preiedmg [xiges 1 have siioken of 
certain ancient leg.il disiimtions .md expedients as having 
powerfully affected the history of ownership, I must lie under- 
.stood to me.in that the gre.itest p.irt of liieir influence h.is 
.irisen from the hints and suggestions of improv i ineiit infused 
bv them into the ment.d atmosphere whii h w.is breathed by 
the f.diriialors of equit.ible systems. 

Hut to describe the influence of Rquity on Ownership would 
be to write its history down to oiir own d.ivs I li.ive alluded 
to It prim ipally because sever.d esti emed contern|K)rary 
writers have thought that in the Roin.ui severam e of Kquil- 
able from Leg.d propertv we have the clue to that differeni.e 
m the conception of Ownership, which afijiarcntly distin¬ 
guishes the law of the midilleages from the Liw of the Roman 
Umpire. 'I he leading diaracteristn of tlu feud.d coni cjition 
is Its recognition of a double proprietorship, the superior 
ownership of the lord of the fief co-e.\istmg with the inferior 
property or estate of the tenant. Now, this duplication of 
proprietary rightlooks, it is urged, extremely like agencralised 
form of the Roman distribution of rights over firoperty into 
Qutniarian or legal, and (to use a word of late origin) Bont 
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tarian or equitable. Gaius himself observes upon the splitting 
of dominion into two parts as a singularity of Roman law, 
and expressly contrasts it with the entire or allodial owner¬ 
ship to which other nations were accustomed. Justinian, it 
is true, re<onsolidated dominion into one, but then it was 
the partially reformed system of the Western Empire, and 
not Justinian’s jurisprudence, with which the barbanans were 
in contact during so many centuries. While they remained 
poised on the edge of the Empire, it may well be that they 
learned this distinction, which afterwards bore remarkable 
fruit. In favour of this theory, it must at all events be 
admitted that the element of Roman law in the various 
bodies of barbarian custom has been very imperfectly 
examined. The erroneous or insufficient theories which have 
served to explain Feudalism resemble each other in their 
tendency to draw ofi attention from this particular ingredient 
in its texture. The older investigators, who have been mostly 
followed in this country, attached an exclusive importance 
to the circumstances of the turbulent period during which the 
Feudal system grew to maturity; and in later times a new 
source of error has been added to those already existing, in 
that pride of nationality which has led German writers to 
exaggerate the completeness of the social fabric which their 
forefathers had built up before their appearance in the Roman 
world. One or two English inquirers who looked in the right 
quarter for the foundations of the feudal system, failed never¬ 
theless to conduct their investigations to any satisfactory 
result, either from searching too exclusively for analogies in 
the compilations of Justinian, or from confining their atten¬ 
tion to the compendia of Roman law which are found 
appended to some of the extant barbarian codes. But, if 
Roman jurisprudence had any influence on the barbarous 
societies, it had probably produced the greatest part of its 
effects before the legislation of Justinian, and before the 
prepiaration of these compendia. It was not the reformed 
and purified jurisprudence of Justinian, but the undigested 
system which prevailed in the Western Empire, and which the 
Eastern Corpus Juris never succeeded in displacing, that I 
conceive to have clothed with flesh and muscle the scanty 
skeleton of barbarous usage. The change must be supposed 
to have taken place before the Germanic tribes had distinctly 
appropriated, as conquerors, any portion of the Roman 
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dominions, and therefore long before Germanic monarchs had 
ordered breviaries of Roman law to be drawn up for the use 
of their Roman subjects. The necessity for some such 
hypothesis will be felt by everybody who can appreciate the 
difference between archxiic and developed law. Rude as are 
the Leges Barbarorum which remain to us, they are not rude 
enough to satisfy the theory of their purely barbarous origin; 
nor have we any reason for believing that we have received, 
in written records, more than a fraction of the fixed rules 
which were practised among themselves by the members of 
the conquering tribes. If we can once persuade ourselves that 
a considerable element of debased Roman law already existed 
in the barbarian systems, we shall have done something to 
remove a grave difficulty. The German law of the conquerors 
and the Roman law of their subjects would not have combined 
if they had not possessed more affinity for each other than 
refined jurisprudence has usually for the customs of savages. 
It is extremely likely that the codes of the bartmrians, 
archaic as they seem, are only a compound of true primitive 
usage with half-understood Roman rules, and that it was the 
foreign ingredient which enabled them to coalesce with a 
Roman jurisprudence that had already receded somewhat 
from the comparative finish which it had acquired under the 
Western Empierors. 

But, though all this must be allowed, there are several 
considerations which render it unlikely that the feudal form 
of ownership was directly suggested by the Roman duplica¬ 
tion of domainial rights. The distinction between legal and 
equitable property strikes one as a subtlety little likely to be 
appreciated by barbarians; and, moreover, it can scarcely 
be understood unless Courts of Law are contemplated in 
regular operation. But the strongest reason against this 
theory is the existence in Roman Law of a form of property— 
a creation of Equity, it is true—which supplies a much simpler 
explanation of the transition from one set of ideas to the 
other. This is the Emphyteusis, upon which the Fief of the 
middle ages has often been fathered, though without much 
knowledge of the exact share which it liad in bringing feudal 
ownership into the world. The truth is that the Emphy¬ 
teusis, not probably as yet known by its Greek designation, 
marks one stage in a current of ideas which led ultimately to 
feudalism. Thefirst mentionin Romanhistory of estates larger 
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than could be farmed by a Paterfamilias, with his household 
of sons and slaves, occurs when we come to the holdings of 
the Roman patricians. These great proprietors appear to 
have had no idea of any system of farming by free tenants. 
Their latijundia seem to have been universally cultivated by 
slave-gangs, under bailifiEs who were themselves slaves or 
frcedmen; and the only organisation attempted appears to 
have consisted in dividing the inferior slaves into small bodies, 
and making them the peculium of the better and trustier sort, 
who thus acquired a kind of interest in the efficiency of their 
labour. This system was, however, especially disadvantage¬ 
ous to one class of estated proprietors, the Municipalities. 
Functionaries in Italy were changed with the rapidity which 
often surprises us in the administration of Rome herself; so 
that the superintendence of a large landed domain by an 
Italian corporation must have been excessively imperfect. 
Accordingly, we are told that with the municipalities began 
the practice of letting out agri vectiguUs, that is, of leasing 
land for a perpetuity to a free tenant, at a fixed rent, and 
under certain conditions. The plan was afterwards exten¬ 
sively imitated by individual proprietors, and the tenant, 
whose relation to the owner had originally been determined 
by his contract, was subsequently recognised by the Praetor 
as having himself a qualified proprietorship, which in time 
became known as an Emphyteusis. From this point the 
history of tenure parts into two branches. In the course of 
that long period during which our records of the Roman 
Empire are most incomplete, the slave-gangs of the great 
Roman families became transformed into the coloni, whose 
origin and situation constitute one of the obscurest questions 
in all history. We may suspiect that they were formed partly 
by the elevation of the slaves, and partly by the degradation 
of the free farmers; and that they prove the richer classes of 
the Roman Empire to have become aware of the increased 
value which landed property obtains when the cultivator 
had an interest in the produce of the land. We know that 
their servitude was predial; that it wanted many of the 
characteristics of absolute slavery, and that they acquitted 
their service to the landlord in rendering to him a fixed 
portion of the annual crop. We know further that they 
survived all the mutations of society in the ancient and 
modem worlds. Though included in the lower courses of the 
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feudal structure, they continued in many countries to render 
to the landlord precisely the same dues which thev had f>aid 
to the Roman domtnus, and from a jwrticular class among 
them, the colorti meJietarn who reserved half the produce for 
the owner, are descended the rnrlayer tenantry, who still 
conduct the cultivation of the soil in almost all tlic South of 
Europe. On the other hand, the Emphyteusis, if we may so 
interpret the allusions to it in the Corpus Juris, became a 
favourite and beneficial modifii ation of property; and it may 
be conjectured that wherever free farmers existed, it was 
this tenure which regulated their interest in the hand. The 
Pr®tor, as has been said, treated the Emphyteuta as a true 
proprietor. When ejected, he was allowed to reinstate him¬ 
self by a Real .Action, the distinctive badge of proprietory 
right, and he was protected from disturbance by tlie author 
of his lease so long a.s the canon, or quit-rent, was punaually 
paid. Hut at the same time it must not be siqiposed that the 
ownership of the author of the lease was either extinct or 
dormant. It was kept alive by a power of re-entry on non¬ 
payment of the rent, a right of pre-emption in case of sale, 
and a certain control over the mode of cultivation. We have, 
therefore, in the Emphyteusis a stnking example of the 
double ownership winch characterised feudal property, and 
one, moreover, which is much simpler and much more easily 
imitated than the juxtaposition of legal and eipiitalile rights. 
The history of the Roman tenure does not en<i, however, at 
this point. We have clear evidente that between the great 
fortresses which, disposed along the line of the Rhine and 
Danube, long secured the frontier of the Empire against its 
barbarian neighbours, there extended a succession of strips 
of land, the agri hmitrophi, which were occupied by veteran 
soldiers of the Roman army on the terms of an Emphyteusis. 
There was a double ownership. The Roman State was land¬ 
lord of the soil, but the soldiers cultivated it without disturb¬ 
ance so long as they held themselves ready to l)e called out 
for military service whenever the state of the border should 
require it. In fact, a sort of garrison-duty, under a system 
closely resembling that of the military colonies on the Austro- 
Turkish border, had taken the place of the quit-rent which 
was the service of the ordinary Emphyteuta. It seems impos¬ 
sible to doubt that this was the precedent copied by the 
barbarian monarchs who founded feudalism. It had been 
N 75 S 
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within their view for some hundred years, and many of the 
veterans who guarded the border were, it is to be remembered, 
themselves of barbarian extraction, who probably spoke the 
Germanic tongues. Not only does the proximity of so easily 
followed a model explain whence the Frankish and Lombard 
Sovereigns got the idea of securing the military service of 
their followers by granting away portions of their public 
domain; but it perhaps explains the tendency which imme¬ 
diately showed itself in the Benefices to become hereditary, 
for an Emphyteusis, though capable of being moulded to the 
terms of the original contract, nevertheless descended as a 
general rule to the heirs of the grantee. It is true that the 
holder of a benefice, and more recently the lord of one of those 
fiefs into which the benefices were transformed, appears to 
have owed certain services which were not likely to have 
been rendered by the military colonist, and were certainly 
not rendered by the Emphyteuta. The duty of respect and 
gratitude to the feudal superior, the obligation to assist in 
endowing his daughter and equipping his son, the liability to 
his guardianship in minority, and many other similar in¬ 
cidents of tenure, must have been literally borrowed from 
the relations of Patron and Freedman under Roman law, 
that is, of quondam-master and quondam-slave. But then 
it is known that the earliest beneficiaries were the personal 
companions of the sovereign, and it is indisputable that this 
position, brilliant as it seems, was at first attended by some 
shade of servile debasement. The person who ministered to 
the Sovereign in his Court had given up something of that 
absolute ])crsonal freedom which was the proudest privilege 
of the allodial proprietor. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF CONTRACT 

There are few general propositions concerning the age to 
which we belong which seem at first sight likely to l>e received 
with readier concurrence than the assertion that the so«-iety 
of our day is mainly distinguished from that of preceding 
generations by the largeness of the sphere which is occupied 
in it by Contract. Some of the phenomena on which this 
profKisition rests are among those most frequently singled 
out for notice, for comment, and for eulogy. Not many of 
us are so unobservant as not to perceive that in innumerable 
cases where old law fixed a man’s social (wsition irreversibly 
at his birth, modern law allows him to create it for himself 
by convention; and indeed several of the few exceptions 
which remain to this nile are constantly denounced with 
passionate indignation. The point, for instance, which is really 
debated in the vigorous controversy still carried on upon the 
subject of negro servitude, is whether the status of the slave 
does not belong to bygone institutions, and whether the only 
relation between employer and latiourer which commends 
itself to modern morality be not a relation determined exclu¬ 
sively by contract. The recognition of this difference between 
past ages and the present enters into the very essence of the 
most famous contemporary speculations. It is certain that 
the science of Political Economy, the only department of 
moral inquiry which has made any considerable jirogress in 
our day, would fail to correspond with the facts of life if it 
were not true that Imperative Law had abandoned the largest 
part of the field which it once occupied, and had left men to 
settle rules of conduct for themselves with a liberty never 
allowed to them till recently. The bias indeed of most persons 
trained in piolitical economy is to consider the general truth 
on which their science reposes as entitled to become univer¬ 
sal, and, when they apply it as an art, their efforts are 
ordinarily directed to enlarging the province of Contract and 
to curtailing that of Imperative Law, except so far as law 
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is necessary to enforce the performance of Contracts. The 
impulse given by thinkers who are under the influence of these 
ideas is beginning to be very strongly felt in the Western 
world. Legislation has nearly confessed its inability to keep 
pace with the activity of man in discovery, in invention, and 
in the manipulation of accumulated wealth; and the law 
even of the least advanced communities tends more and more 
to become a mere surface-stratum having under it an ever- 
changing assemblage of contractual rules with which it rarely 
interferes except to compel compliance with a few funda¬ 
mental principles or unless it be called in to punish the 
violation of good faith. 

Social inquiries, so far as they depend on the consideration 
of legal phenomena, are in so backward a condition that we 
need not be surprised at not finding these truths recognised 
in the commonplaces which pass current concerning the 
progress of society. These commonplaces answer much more 
to our prejudices than to our convictions. The strong disin¬ 
clination of most men to regard morality as advancing seems 
to be especially powerful when the virtues on which Contract 
depends are in question, and many of us have almost instinc¬ 
tive reluctance to admitting that good faith and trust in our 
fellows are more widely diflused than of old, or that there 
is anything in contemporary manners which parallels the 
loyalty of the antique world. From time to time, these pre¬ 
possessions are greatly strengthened by the spectacle of 
frauds, unheard of before the period at which they were 
observed, and astonishing from their complication as well 
as shocking from criminality. But the very character of these 
frauds shows clearly that, before they became possible, the 
moral obligations of which they are the breach must ha\ c been 
more than proportionately developed. It is the confidence 
reposed and deserved by the many which affords facilities 
for the bad faith of the few, so that, if colossal examples of 
dishonesty occur, there is no surer conclusion tlian that 
scrupulous honesty is displayed in the average of the trans¬ 
actions which, in the particular case, have supplied the 
delinquent with his opportunity. If we insist on reading the 
history of morality as reflected in jurisprudence, by turning 
our eyes not on the law of Contract but on the law of Crime, 
we must be careful that we read it aright. The only form of 
dishonesty treated of in the most ancient Roman law is 
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Theft. At the moment at whirl\ I write, the newest chapter 
in the English criminal law is one which attempts to iirescribc 
punishment for the frauds of Trustees. The proper inference 
from this contrast is not that the primitise Romans practised 
a higher morality than ourselves. We should rather s.iy tliat, 
in the interval between their davs and ours, mor.ility has 
advanced from a very nide to a highly refined com option— 
from viewing the rights of property ;ls exclusively sacred, to 
looking upon the rights growing out of the mere unilateral 
reposal of confidence as entitled to tlic proteitum of the 
penal law. 

The definite theories of jurists are scarceK’ nearer the truth 
in this point than the opinions of the multitude. To begin 
with the views of the Roman lawvers, we find them incon¬ 
sistent with the true history of moral and leg.il progress. One 
class of contracts, in whu h the plighted f.utii of the con¬ 
tracting parties was the only materia! ingredient, they 
.s[)ecifically denominated Contracts;t(rij ^rttlium, and tliough 
these rontrai ts were undoiihtcdly the latest Uirn into the 
Roman system, the expression employed implies, if a definite 
meaning be extracted from it, that thev were more amicnt 
than < ertain other forms of engagement treated of in Roman 
law, in which the neglect of a mere tcchnn :il formality was its 
fatal to the obligation as misunderstanding or deceit, liut 
then the antiquity to which they were referred was vague, 
shadowy, and only capable of licing understood tlirough the 
Present; nor was it until the language of the Roman lawyers 
became the language of an age wliicti had lost the key to tiieir 
mode of thought that a “ ( ontrai t of the I^iw of Nations 
came to be distinctly looked upon as a Contract known to 
man in a .State of Nature. Rousseau adopted both the juri¬ 
dical and the popular error. In the Dissertation on the effects 
of Art and Science upon Morals, the first of his works whii h 
attracted attention and the one in whuh he states most 
unreservedly the opinions whn h maiie him the founder of a 
sect, the veracity and goorl faith aUnbuted to the am tent 
Persians are repeatedly pointed out as traits of primitive 
innocence which have been gradually obliterated by civilisa¬ 
tion; and at a later period he found a basis for all his specu¬ 
lations in the doctrine of an original Social Contract. 1 he 
Social Contract or Compact is the most systematic form 
which has ever been assumed by the error we are disaissing. 
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It is a theory which, though nursed into importance by poli¬ 
tical passions, derived all its sap from the speculations of 
lawyers. True it certainly is that the famous Englishmen, for 
whom it had first had attraction, valued it chiefly for its 
political serviceableness, but, as I shall presently attempt 
to explain, they would never have arrived at it, if politicians 
had not long conducted their controversies in legal phrase¬ 
ology. Nor were the English authors of the theory blind to 
that speculative amplitude which recommended it so strongly 
to the Frenchmen who inherited it from them. Their writings 
show they perceived that it could be made to account for all 
social, quite as well as for all political phenomena. They 
had observed the fact, already striking in their day, that of 
the positive rules obeyed by men, the greater part were 
created by Contract, the lesser by Imperative Law. But 
they were ignorant or careless of the historical relation of 
these two constituents of jurisprudence. It was for the pur¬ 
pose, therefore, of gratifying their speculative tastes by 
attributing all jurisprudence to a uniform source, as much 
as with the view of eluding the doctrines which claimed a 
divine parentage for Imperative Law, that they devised the 
theory that all Law had its origin in Contract. In another 
stage of thought, they would liave been satisfied to leave 
their theory in the condition of an ingenious hypothesis or 
a convenient verbal formula. But that age was under the 
dominion of legal superstitions. The State of Nature had been 
talkeil about till it had ceased to be regarded as paradoxical, 
and hence it seemed easy to give a fallacious reality and 
definiteness to the contractual origin of Law by insisting on 
the Social Compact as a historical fact. 

Our own generation has got nd of these erroneous juridical 
theories, partly by outgrowing the intellectual state to which 
they belong, and partly by almost ceasing to theorise on such 
subjects altogether. The favourite occupation of active minds 
at the present moment, and the one which answers to the 
speculations of our forefathers on the origin of the social state, 
is the analysis of society as it exists and moves before our 
eyes; but, through omitting to call in the assistance of his¬ 
tory, this analysis too often degenerates into an idle exercise 
of curiosity, and is especially apt to incapacitate the inquirer 
for comprehending states of society which differ considerably 
from that to which he is accustomed. The mistake of judging 
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the men of other periods by the morality of our own day has 
its parallel in the mistake of supjxising that every wheel 
and bolt in the modern social machine had its coiintcrjwirt 
in more rudimentary societies. Such impressions ramify very 
widely, and masque themselves very subtly, in historical 
works written in the modern fashion; but I find the trace 
of their presence in the dom.un of juris]irudcnce in the praise 
which is frequently bestowed on the little apolo;;ue of .Montes¬ 
quieu concerning the Troglodytes, inserted in the l.etires 
Persattfs. The Troglodytes were a people who systematically 
violated their Contracts, and so perished utterly. If the story 
bears the moral which its author intended, and is employed to 
expose an anti-social heresy bv which this century and the 
last have been threatened, it is most unexceptionable, but 
if the inference be obtained from it that society could not 
piossibly hold together without attaching a sarredness to 
promises and agreements which should be on something like 
a par with the res[)ect that is paid to them by a mature 11\ ili- 
sation, It involves an error so grave as to be fatal to all sound 
understanding of legal history. The (ait is that the Troglo¬ 
dytes have flourished and founded (xiwcrful states with very 
small attention to the obligations of Contract, riic point 
which before all others has to be aiiprcbcndcd in the constitu¬ 
tion of [irimitue societies is that the iniiivuhial creates for 
himself few or no rights, and few or no duties The rules which 
he obeys are derived first from the station into which he is 
born, and next from the imperative commands addressed to 
him by the chief of the household of which he forms part. 
Such a SNstem leaves the very smallest room for Contract. 
The members of the same family (for so we may intcr[)ret 
the evidence) arc wholly incapable of contracting with each 
other, and the family is entitled to disregard the engagements 
by which any one of its subordinate members has attempted 
to hind it. Family, it is true, may contract with family, 
chieftain with chieftain, but the transaction is one of the same 
nature, and encumbered by as many formalities, as the 
alienation of property, and the disregard of one iota of the 
performance is fatal to the obligation. The |)ositive duty 
resulting from one man’s reliance on the word of another is 
among the slowest conquests of advancing civilisation. 

Neither Ancient Law nor any other source of evidence 
discloses to us society entirely destitute of the conception of 
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Contract. But the conception, when it first shows itself, is 
obviously rudimentary. No trustworthy primitive record 
can be read without perceiving that the habit of mind which 
induces us to make good a promise is as yet imperfectly 
developed, and that acts of flagrant perfidy are often men¬ 
tioned without blame and sometimes described with appro¬ 
bation. In the Homeric literature, for instance, the deceitful 
cunning of Ulysses appears as a virtue of the same rank with 
the prudence of Nestor, the constancy of Hector, and the 
gallantry of Achilles. Ancient law is still more suggestive 
of the distance which separates the crude form of Contract 
from its maturity. At first, nothing is seen like the inter¬ 
position of law to compel the performance of a promise. 
That which the law arms with its sanctions is not a promise, 
but a promise accompanied with a solemn ceremonial. Not 
only are formalities of equal importance with the promise 
it.'clf, but they are, if anything, of greater importance; for 
that delicate analy.sis which mature jurisprudence applies 
to the conditions of mind under which a particular verbal 
assent is given appears, in ancient law, to be transferred to 
the words and gestures of the accompanying performance. 
No pledge is enforced if a single form be omitted or mis- 
plaied, but, on the other hand, if the forms can be shown 
to have been accurately proceeded with, it is of no avail 
to plead that the promise was made under dure.ss or de¬ 
ception. The transmutation of this ancient view into the 
familiar notion of a Contraa is plainly seen in the history of 
jurisprudence. First one or two steps m the ceremonial are 
dispensed with; then the others are simplified or permitted 
to be neglected on certain conditions, lastly, a few specific 
contracts are separated from the rest and allowed to he 
entered into without form, the selcitcd contracts being those 
on which the activ ity and energy of social intercourse depends. 
Slowly, but most distinctly, the mental engagement isolates 
Itself amid the technicalities, and gradually becomes the sole 
ingredient on which the interest of the jurisconsult is concen¬ 
trated. Such a mental engagement, signified through ex¬ 
ternal acts, the Romans called a Pa<t or Con\ention; and 
when the Con\cntion has once been conceived as the nucleus 
of a Contract, it soon becomes the tendency of ad\anting 
jurisprudence to break away the external shell of form and 
ceremony. Forms are thenceforward only retained so far 
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as they are guarantees of authenticity, and securities for 
caution and deliberation. The idea of a Contract is fully 
developed, or, to employ tlie Roman phrase, Contracts arc 
absorbed in Pacts. 

The history of this course of change in Roman law i* 
exceedingly instnutive. At the earliest da\sn of the juris¬ 
prudence, the term in use for a Contract was one which is 
very familiar to the students of historical Intmity. It was 
tifxitm, and the parties to tlie contract were said to be tiejct, 
expressions which must be larefully attended to on account 
of the singular durableness of the mctajihor on whieli tliev 
are founded. The notion that persons under a contractual 
engagement are connected together hv a strong hoiul or 
chain, continued till the last to influence the Roman juris¬ 
prudence of Contract; and flowing thence it ha.s mixed 
it.self with modern ide.is. What then w.as involved in tins 
nexum or bond? .\ definition whuh ha.s descended to us 
from one of the Latin anii(|uan.ins describes nrxum as omn^ 
quod ^friiur per ces el Ithram, "every transaition with tlic 
copper anti the balance,” and these words have occ.-isioned 
a good (leal of per[ilcxity. The copper and the balance are 
the well-known aic onipaniments of the Mam ijialion, the 
ancient solemnity descrihcd m a former chapter, hv which 
the right of ownership in tlic highest form of Roman I’roperty 
was transferred from one jierson to another .Mancijiation 
was a cottreyance, and henc e has arisen the ddlic ulty, for the 
definition thus cited appears to confound Contr.ic ts and Con¬ 
veyances, which m the [ihdosophy of junsprucic-nre are not 
siniplv kept apart, but arc aduallv tipposecl to each other. 
'I'he 1)1 re, right tn rem, right “availing against all the 
vvorleJ,” or I’ropnctarv Right, is sharjdy distinguished by the 
analvst of mature jurisprudence from the jus ad rem, right 
in personam, nght “availing a single individual or group,” 
or cihligation. Now Convcv.mces transfer I’roprietary Rights, 
Contracts create Obligations—how then ran the two be in¬ 
cluded under the s.imc name or same general conception? 
This, like manv similar eniharrassments, li.is he i n occasioneci 
by the error of ascribing to tlic mental condition of an un¬ 
formed society a faculty which pre-eminently belongs to an 
advanced stage of intellectual development, the faculty of 
distinguishing in speculation ideas vvhic.li arc blende d m 
practice. We have indications not to be mistaken of a slate 
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of social affairs in which Conveyances and Contracts were 
practically confounded; nor did the discrepance of the 
conceptions become perceptible till men had begun to adopt 
a distinct practice in contracting and conveying. 

It may here be observed that we know enough of ancient 
Roman law to give some idea of the mode of transformation 
followed by legal conceptions and by legal phraseology in the 
infancy of Jurisprudence. The change which they undergo 
appears to be a change from general to special; or, as we 
might otherwise express it, the ancient conceptions and 
the ancient terms are subjected to a process of gradual 
specialisation. An ancient legal conception corresponds 
not to one but to several modem conceptions. An ancient 
technical expression serves to indicate a variety of things 
which in modem law have separate names allotted to 
them. If however we take up the history of Jurisprudence 
at the next stage, we find that the subordinate conceptions 
have gradually disengaged themselves and that the old 
general names are giving way to special appellations. The 
old general conception is not obliterated, but it has ceased 
to cover more than one or a few of the notions which it first 
included. So too the old technical name remains, but it dis¬ 
charges only one of the functions which it once performed. 
We may exemplify this phenomenon in various ways. Patri¬ 
archal Power of all sorts appears, for instance, to have been 
once conceived as identical in character, and it was doubtless 
distinguished by one name. The Power exercised by the 
ancestor was the same whether it was exercised over the 
family or the material property—over flocks, herds, slaves, 
children, or wife. We cannot be absolutely certain of its old 
Roman name, but there is very strong reason for believing, 
from the number of expressions indicating shades of the notion 
of pmver into which the word manus enters, that the ancient 
general term was manus. But, when Roman law has ad¬ 
vanced a little, both the name and the idea have become 
specialised. Power is discriminated, both in word and in 
conception, according to the object over which it is exerted. 
Exercised over material commodities or slaves, it has become 
domtnium —over children, it is Potestas —over free persons 
whose services have been made away to another by their 
own ancestor, it is manapium —over a wife, it is still manus. 
The old word, it will be perceived, has not altogether fallen 
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into desuetude, but is confined to one very special exercise 
of the authority it liad formerly denoted. This example will 
enable us to comprehend the nature of the historical alliance 
between Contracts and Conveyances. There seems to have 
been one solemn ceremonial at first for all solemn transac¬ 
tions, and its name at Rome appears to have been 
Precisely the same forms which were in use when a convey¬ 
ance of property was effected seem to have been employed 
in the making of a contract. But we have not very far to 
move onwards before we come to a period at which the 
notion of a Contract has disengaged itself from the notion of 
a Conveyance. A double change has thus taken place. The 
transaction “ with the copper and the balance,’* when in¬ 
tended to have for its office the transfer of projxjrty, is known 
by the new and special name of Mancipation. The ancient 
Nexum still designates the same ceremony, but only when 
it is employed for the special purpose of solemnising a 
contract. 

When two or three legal conceptions are spoken of as 
anciently blended in one, it is not intended to imply that 
some one of the included notions may not be older than the 
others, or, when those others have been formed, may not 
greatly predominate over and take precedence over them. 
The reason why one legal conception continues so long to 
cover several conceptions, and one technical phrase to do 
instead of several, is doubtless that praitical changes are 
accomplished in the law of primitive societies long before 
men see occasion to notice or name them. Though I have 
said that Patriarchal Power was not at first distinguished 
according to the objects over which it was exercised, I feel 
sure that Power over Children was the root of the old con¬ 
ception of Power; and I cannot doubt that the earliest use 
of the Nexum, and the one primarily regarded by those who 
resorted to it, was to give proper solemnity to the alienation 
of property. It is likely that a very slight perversion of the 
Nexum from its original functions first gave rise to its em¬ 
ployment in Contracts, and that the very slightness of the 
change long prevented its being appreciated or noticed. The 
old name remained because men had not become conscious 
that they wanted a new one; the old notion clung to the 
mind because nobody had seen reason to be at the pains 
of examining it. We have had the process clearly exemplified 
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in the history of Testaments. A Will was at first a simple 
conveyance of property. It was only the enormous practical 
difference that gradually showed itself between this particular 
conveyance and all others which caused it to be regarded 
separately, and even as it was, centuries elapsed before the 
ameliorators of law cleared away the useless encumbrance of 
the nominal mancipation, and consented to care for nothing 
in the Will but the expressed intentions of the Testator. It is 
unfortunate that we cannot track the early history of Con¬ 
tracts with the same absolute confidence as the early history 
of Wills, but we are not quite without hints that contracts 
first showed themselves through the nexum being put to a 
new use and afterwards obtained recognition as distinct 
transactions through the important practical consequences of 
the experiment. There is some, but not very violent, con¬ 
jecture in the following delineation of the process. Let us 
conceive a sale for ready money as the normal type of the 
Nexum. The seller brought the property of which he intended 
to dispwse—a slave, for example—the purchaser attended 
with the rough ingots of copper which served for money— 
and an indispensable assistant, the libripens, presented him¬ 
self with a pair of scales. The slave with certain fixed formali¬ 
ties was handed over to the vendee—the copper was weighed 
by the libripens and passed to the vendor. So long as the 
business lasted it was a nexum, and the parties were nexi; but 
the moment it was completed, the nexum ended, and the 
vendor and purchaser ceased to bear the name derived from 
their momentary relation. But now, let us move a step on¬ 
ward in commercial history. Suppose the slave transferred, 
but the money not paid. In that case, the nexum is finished, 
so far as the seller is concerned, and when he has once handed 
over his property, he is no longer nexw; but, in regard to 
the purchaser, the nexum continues. The transaction, as to 
his pjart of it, is incomplete, and he is still considered to be 
nexus. It follows, therefore, that the same term described 
the Conveyance by which the right of projoerty was trans¬ 
mitted, and the personal obligation of the debtor for the un¬ 
paid purchase-money. We may still go forward, and picture 
to ourselves a proceeding wholly formal, in which nothing 
is handed over and nothing p)aid ; we are brought at once to 
a transaction indicative of much higher commercial activity, 
an executory Contract oj Sale. 
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If it be true that, both in the popular and in the profes¬ 
sional view, a Contract was long regarded as on incompUU 
Conveyance, the truth has importance for many reasons. The 
speculations of the last century concerning mankind in a 
state of nature, are not unfairly summed up in the doctrine 
that “ in the primitive society property was nothing, and 
obligation everything;” and it will now be seen that, if 
the proposition were reversed, it would be nearer the reality. 
On the other hand, considered historically, the primitive 
association of Conveyances and Contracts e.xplains something 
which often strikes the scholar and jurist as singularly 
enigmatical, I mean the extraordinary and uniform severity 
of very ancient systems of law to debtors, and the extravagant 
jxjwers which they lodge with creditors. When once we 
understand that the nexum was artificially prolonged to give 
time to the debtor, we can better comprehend his piosition 
in the eye of the public and of the law. His indebtedness was 
doubtless regarded as an anomaly, and suspense of payment 
in general os an artifice and a distortion of strict rule. The 
person who had duly consummated his part in the transaction 
must, on the contrary, have stood in peculiar favour; and 
nothing would seem more natural than to arm him with 
stringent facilities for enforcing the completion of a pro¬ 
ceeding which, of strict right, ought never to have been 
extended or deferred. 

Nexum, therefore,which originally signified a Conveyance of 
property, came insensibly to denote a Contract also, and ulti¬ 
mately so constant became the association between this word 
and the notion of a Contract, that a special term, Mancipium 
or Mancipatio, had to be used for the purpose of designating 
the true nexum or transaction in which the propierty was 
really transferred. Contracts are therefore now severed from 
Conveyances, and the first stage in their history is accom¬ 
plished, but still they are far enough from that epoch of their 
development when the promise of the contractor has a 
higher sacredness than the formalities with which it is coupled. 
In attempting to indicate the character of the changes passed 
through in this interval, it is necessary to trespass a little 
on a subject which lies properly beyond the range of these 
pages, the analysis of Agreement effected by the Roman 
jurisconsults. Of this analysis, the most beautiful monu¬ 
ment of their sagacity, I need not say more titan that it is 
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based on the theoretical separation of the Obligation from 
the Convention or Pact. Bentham and Mr. Austin have laid 
down that the “ two main essentials of a contract are these: 
first, a signification by the promising party of his intention 
to do the acts or to observe the forbearances which he pro¬ 
mises to do or to observe. Secondly, a signification by the 
promisee that he expects the promising party will fulfil the 
proffered promise.” This is virtually identical with the doc¬ 
trine of the Roman lawyers, but then, in their view, the 
result of these “ significations ” was not a Contract, but a 
Convention or Pact. A Pact was the utmost product of the 
engagements of individuals agreeing among themselves, and 
it distinctly fell short of a Contract. Whether it ultimately 
became a Contract depended on the question whether the 
law annexed an Obligation to it. A Contract was a Pact (or 
Convention) plus an Obligation. So long as the Pact re¬ 
mained unclothed with the Obligation, it was called nude 
or naked. 

What was an Obligation? It is defined by the Roman 
lawyers as ” Juris vinculum, quo necessitate adstnngimur 
alicujus solvendae rei.” This definition connects the Obliga¬ 
tion with the Nexum through the common metaphor on 
which they are founded, and shows us with much clearness 
the pedigree of a peculiar conception. The Obligation is the 
“ bond ” or “ chain ” with which the law joins together per¬ 
sons or groups of persons, in consequence of certain voluntary 
acts. The acts which have the effect of attracting an Obliga¬ 
tion are chiefly those classed under the heads of Contract and 
Delict, of Agreement and Wrong; but a variety of other 
acts have a similar consequence which are not capable of 
being comprised in an exact classification. Itisto be remarked, 
however, that the act does not draw to itself the Obligation 
in consequence of any moral necessity; it is the law which 
annexes it in the plenitude of its power, a point the more 
necessary to be noted, because a different doctrine has 
sometimes been propounded by modem interpreters of the 
Gvil Law who had moral or metaphysical theones of their 
own to support. The image of a vinculum juris colours and 
pervades every part of the Roman law of Contract and Delict. 
The law bound the parties together, and the chain could only 
be undone by the process called solutio, an expression still 
figurative, to which our word “ payment ” is only occasionally 
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and incidentally equivalent. Tlie consistency with which 
the figurative image was allowed to present itself, explains 
an otherwise puzzling p>eculiarity of Roman legal phraseology, 
the fact that “ Obligation *’ signified rights as well os duties, 
the right, for example, to have a debt paid as well as the duty 
of paying it. The Romans kept in fact the entire picture of the 
“ legal chain ” before their eyes, and regarded one end of it no 
more and no less than the other. 

In the developed Roman law, the Convention, as soon as 
it was completed, was, in almost all cases, at once crowned 
with the Obligation, and so became a Contract; and this 
was the result to which contract-law was surely tending. Hut 
for the purpose of this inquiry, we must attend particularly 
to the intermediate stage—that in wliich something more 
than a perfect agreement was required to attract the Obli¬ 
gation. This epoch is synchronous with the period at which 
the famous Roman classifii ation of Contracts into four sorts 
—the Verbal, the Literal, the Real, and the Consensual— 
had come into use, and during which these four orders of 
Contracts constituted the only descriptions of engagement 
which the law would enforce. The meaning of the fourfold 
distribution is readily understood as soon as we apprehend 
the theory which severed the Obligation from the Convention. 
Each class of contracts was in fact named from certain 
formalities which were required over and alrove the mere 
agreement of the contracting parties. In the Verbal Contract, 
as soon as the Contention was clTected, a form of words had 
to be gone through before the vinculum juris was attached 
to it. In the Literal Contract, an entry in a ledger or table- 
book had the effect of clothing the Convention with the 
Obligation, and the same result followed, in the case of the 
Real Contract, from the delivery of the Res or Thing which was 
the subject of the preliminary engagement. The contracting 
parties came, in short, to an understanding in each case; but, 
if they went no further, they were not obliged to one another, 
and could not compel performance or ask redress for a breach 
of faith. But let them comply with certain prescribed for¬ 
malities, and the Contract was immediately complete, taking 
its name from the particular form which it had suited them 
to adopt. The exceptions to this practice will be noticed 
presently. 

I have enumerated the four Contracts in their historical, 
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order, which order, however, the Roman Institutional writers 
did not invariably follow. There can be no doubt that the 
Verbal Contract was the most ancient of the four, and that 
it is the eldest known descendant of the primitive Nexum. 
Several species of Verbal Contract were anciently in use, 
but the most important of all, and the only one treated of by 
our authorities, was effected by means of a stipulation, that is, 
a Question and Answer; a question addressed by the person 
who exacted the promise, and an answer given by the person 
who made it. This question and answer constituted the 
additional ingredient which, as I have just explained, was 
demanded by the primitive notion over and above the mere 
agreement of the persons interested. They formed the agem y 
by which the Obligation was annexed. The old Nexum has 
now bequeathed to maturer jurisprudence first of all the 
■conception of a chain uniting the contracting parties, and 
this has become the Obligation. It has further transmitted 
the notion of a ceremonial accompanying and consecrating 
the engagement, and this ceremonial has been transmuted 
into the .Stipulation. The conversion of the solemn convey¬ 
ance, which was the prominent feature of the original Nexum, 
into a mere question and answer, would be more of a mystery 
than it is if we had not the analogous history of Roman 
Testaments to enlighten us. Looking to that history, we can 
understand how the formal Conveyance was first separated 
from the part of the proceeding which liad immediate refer- 
■ence to the business in hand, and how afterwards it was 
omitted altogether. As then the question and answer of the 
Stipulation were unquestionably the Nexum in a simplified 
shape, we are prepared to find that they long partook of the 
nature of a technical form. It would be a mistake to con.sider 
them as exclusively recommending themselves to the older 
Roman lawyers through their usefulness in furnishing persons 
meditating an agreement with an opportunity for considera¬ 
tion and reflection. It is not to be disputed that they had a 
value of this kind, which was gradually recognised; but there 
is proof that their function in respect to Contracts was at 
first formal and ceremonial in the statement of our authorities, 
that not every question and answer was of old sufficient to 
constitute a Stipulation, but only a question and answer 
couched in technical phraseology specially appropriated to 
the particular occasion. 
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But although it is essential (or the proj>or appreriation of 
the history of contrnct-law that the Stipul.Uiun siiould he 
understood to have been looked upon as a solemn (onn before 
It was recognised as a useful security, it would he wrong on 
the other hand to shut our eyes to Us real u--efiilness. The 
Verbal Contract, though it had lost much of it*, ancient 
im[)ortani e, survived to the latest period of Roman juris¬ 
prudence; and we may take it for granted that no institution 
of Roman law had so extended a longevity unlevs it served 
some practual advantage. 1 oliserve in an Rnglidi writer 
some expressions of surprise that the Romans even of the 
earliest times were content with so me.igre a proteition 
a.iainst lutste and irrellection Hut on examining the Stipula¬ 
tion closely, and rememhenng that we have to do with a 
state of society m which written evuhnee was not e.isilv 
procurable, I think we must admit that this (^fiiestion and 
.\nswcr, had it been expresslv devisid to answer tlie jiiirpose 
which it served, would have been justly designated a highlv 
ingenious e.xpeilicnt. It was the pramtsce who, in the ihar- 
acter of stipulator, put all the terms of the > ontrai t into the 
form of a question, and the answer was given by the pro¬ 
misor. “ Do vou promise that vou will di liver me such and 
such a slave, at sinh and stu h a jikue. on sm h and su< h a 
dav ? ” “I do promise.” Now, if we rellei i lor a moment, w e 
shall sec that this obligation to pul the promise inturog.i 
lively inverts the natural position of the parties, .ind, hy 
efleitually breaking the tenor of the lonvei-.ition, prevents 
the attention from gliding over a dangerous pkdee U ith us, 
a verbal promise is, generally sjie.iking, to be gathen d exi lu- 
sively from the words of the promisor. In old Rorn.in law, 
another step was absolutely required; it w:ls necessary for 
the promisee, after the agreement fiad bi * n made, to sum 
up all its terms in a solemn interrogation, and it was of this 
interrogation, of course, and of the assent to it, that jiroof 
had to be given at the trial rwt of tfie promise, who h was not 
m itself binding. How great a difference this seemingly 
insignificant [lei uliarity may make in the phraseology of 
contract-law is speedily realised by the t)cginncr in Roman 
jurisprudence, one of whose first stumbling bloi ks is almost 
universally created by it. When wc in hnglish have ooasion, 
in mentioning a contract, to connect it for convenience 
sake with one of the parties—for example, if we wtshed to 
0 734 
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speak generally of a contractor—it is always the promisor 
at whom our words are pointing. But the general language 
of Roman law takes a different turn; it always regards the 
contract, if we may so speak, from the point of view of the 
promisee ; in speaking of a party to a contract, it is always 
the Stipulator, the person who asks the question, who is 
primarily alluded to. But the serviceableness of the stipula¬ 
tion is most vividly illustrated by referring to the actual 
examples in the pages of the Latin comic dramatists. If the 
entire scenes are read down in which these passages occur 
(ex. gra. Plautus, Pseudolus, Act I. sc. i; Act IV. sc. 6 ; Tri- 
nummus, Act V.sc. 2), it will be perceived how effectually the 
attention of the person meditating the promise must have 
been arrested by the question, and how ample was the oppor¬ 
tunity for withdrawal from an improvident undertaking. 

In the Literal or Written Contract, the formal act, by 
which an Obligation was superinduced on the Convention, 
was an entry of the sum due, where it could be specifically 
ascertained, on the debit side of a ledger. The explanation 
of this Contract turns on a point of Roman domestic manners, 
the systematic character and exceeding regularity of book¬ 
keeping in ancient times. There are several minor difficulties 
of old Roman law, as, for example, the nature of the Slave’s 
Peculium, which are only cleared up when we recollect that 
a Roman household consisted of a number of persons strictly 
accountable to its head, and that every single item of domestic 
receipt and expenditure, after being entered in waste books, 
was transferred at stated periods to ageneral household ledger. 
There are some obscurities, however, in the descriptions we 
have received of the Literal Contract, the fact being that the 
habit of keeping books ceased to be universal in later times, 
and the expression “ Literal Contract ” came to signify a 
form of engagement entirely different from that originally 
understood. We are not, therefore, in a position to say, with 
resjject to the primitive Literal Contract, whether the obliga¬ 
tion was created by a simple entry on the part of the creditor, 
or whether the consent of the debtor or a corresponding entry 
in his own books was necessary to give it legal effect. The 
essential point is however established that, in the case of this 
Contract, all formalities were dispensed with on a condition 
being complied with. Tliis is another step downwards in the 
history of contract-law. 
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The Contract which stands next in historical succession, 
the Real Contract, shows a great advance in ethical concep¬ 
tions. Whenever any agreement had for its object the delivery 
of a sjjeafic thing—and this is the case with the large majority 
of simple engagements—the Obligation was drawn down as 
soon as the delivery had actually taken place. Such a result 
must have involved a serious innovation on the oldest ideas 
of Contract; for doubtless, in the primitive times, when a 
contracting party had neglected to clothe his agreement in a 
stipulation, nothing done in pursuance of the agreement 
would be recognised by the law. A person who had paid 
over money on loan would be unable to sue for its repayment 
unless he had formally shpulaied for it. But, in the Real 
Contract, (lerformance on one side is allowed to impose a 
legal duty on the other—evidently on ethical grounds. P'or 
the first time then moral considerations api)ear as on ingre¬ 
dient in Contract-law, and the Real Contract differs from its 
two predecessors in being founded on these, rather than on 
respect for technical forms or on deference to Roman domestic 
habits. 

We now reach the fourth class, or Consensual Contracts, 
the most interesting and important of all. Four s|)ccificd 
Contracts were distinguished by this name: Mandatum, i.e. 
Commission or Agency; Societas or Partnership; Kmtio 
Venditio or Sale; and Locaiio Conductio or Letting and 
Hiring. A few pages ago, after staling that a Contract con¬ 
sisted of a Pact or Convention to which an Ofiligation had 
been superadded, I spoke of certain acts or formalities by 
which the law permitted the Obligation to be attracted to tfie 
Pact. I used this language on account of the advantage of a 
general expression, but it is not strictly correct unless it Ire 
understood to include the negative as well as the positive. 
For, in truth, the peculiarity of these Consensual Contracts 
is that no formalities are required to create them out of the 
Pact. Much that is indefensible, and much more tliat is 
obscure, has been written about the Consensual Contracts, and 
it has even been asserted that in them the consent of the 
Parties is more emphatically given than in any other species 
of agreement. But the term Consensual merely indicates that 
the Obligation is here annexed at once to the Consensus. The 
Consensus, or mutual assent of the parties, is the final and 
crowning ingredient in the Convention, and it is the sprecial 
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characteristic of agreenaents falling under one of the four 
heads of .Sale, Partnership, Agency, and Hiring, tliat, as 
soon as the assent of the parties has supplied this ingredient, 
there is at once a Contract. The Consensus draws with it the 
Obligation, performing, in transactions of the sort specified, 
the exact functions which are discharged, in the other con¬ 
tracts, by the Res or Thing, by the Verba stipulationis, and 
by the I.ilerx or written entry in a ledger. Consensual is 
tliereforc a term which docs not involve the slightest anomaly, 
but is exactly analogous to Real, Verbal, and Literal. 

In the intercourse of life the commonest and most im¬ 
portant of all the contracts are unquestionably the four styled 
Consensual. The larger part of the collective existence of 
e\ery community is consumed in transactions of buying and 
selling, of letting and hiring, of alliances between men (or 
[lurposes of business, of delegation of business from one man 
to another; and this is no doubt the consideration whu h led 
the Romans, as it has led most societies, to relieve these 
trarisai lions from technical incumbrance, to abstain as much 
Os jiossible from dogging the most efTicient springs of sot ial 
movement. Such motives were not of course confineil to 
Rome, and the commerce of the Romans with their neigh¬ 
bours must have given them abundant opportunities for 
observing tliat the contracts before us tended everywhere to 
become Consensual, obligatory on the mere signifii ation of 
mutual assent. Hence, following their usual praitice, they 
distinguished tlie.se contracts as contracts Juris Gentium. 
\'et 1 do not tliink that tliey were so named at a very early 
period. The first notions of a Ju.s Gentium may have been 
dejiosited in tlie minds of the Roman lawyers long before the 
a[)[)ointmcnt of a l’ra;(or Peregnnus, but it would only be 
through cxtensise and regular trade that they would tie 
familiarised with the contractual system of other Italian 
communities, and such a trade would scarcely attain con¬ 
siderable proportions before Italy had been thoroughly 
paiificd, and the supremacy of Rome conclusicely assured. 
Although, however, there is strong probability that the 
Consensual Contracts were the latest-born into the Roman 
system, and though it is likely that the qualification, ynns 
Gentium, stamps the recency of their origin, yet tins very 
expression, which attributes them to the “ Law of Nations,” 
has in modem times produced the notion of their extreme 
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anti(iuity. For, when the “ Law of Nations ” luui been ron- 
vened into the “ L;iw of Nature,” it seemed to be implied 
that the Consensual Contracts were the type of the agreements 
most congenial to the natural state; and hence arose the 
singular belief that the \ounger the civilisation, the simpler 
must lie Its forms of contract. 

The Consensual Contracts, it will be observed, were ex¬ 
tremely limited in number. But it cannot he doubted that 
thev constituted the stage m the history of Contract-law Irom 
which all modern conceptions of contrait took their start. 
The motion of the will which constitutes agreement was now 
comiiletely insulated, and became the subject of separate 
contemjilation; forms were entirely eliminated from the 
notion of contract, and external acts were only regarded :us 
SN’mbols of the internal act of volition. The Consensual 
Contrui'ts had, moreover, been classed in the Jus Centium, 
and It was not long before this elitssifii ation drew with it 
the inference that they were the spc< les of agreement whuh 
re|)rescnted the engagements approsed of by .N’ature and 
included in her code. 'I'liis point oiue reaihcd, we are pre¬ 
pared for several celebrated doctrines and distiiii lions of the 
Roman lawvcrs. One of them is the dislimtion between 
Natural and Civil Obligations. When a person of full inlel- 
le< tual maturity had drhberately bound himself liy an 
engagement, he was said to be under a iicilurnl ohltt^aiion, 
even though he had omitted some neiessary fonnality, and 
even thniigli tlirough some to hnu al impediment he was 
devoid of the formal cajiaiity for making a valid (oiUract. 
The law (and tins is what the distinction implies) would 
not enforce the obligation, hut it ilid not ahsolulelv refuse to 
recognise it; and natural obhgalions differed in mail) rcspe< is 
from obligations whuh were merely null and void, more 
particularly m the c ireumstance that they could he civilly 
confunu-d, if tlvc capaeity for contract were suljsecjucnlly 
a< ciiiircd Another very jieruhar doctrine of the junsc onsulls 
could not hav c had its origin carlic r th.ui the jieriod at wlm h 
the Convention was severed from the te< hnu al ingredients of 
Contract. They taught that though nothing hut a Contract 
could Ive the foundation of an action, a mere Bart or Conven¬ 
tion could be the basis of a plea. It followed from this, that 
though nobody could sue iijion an agreement whu h he had 
not taken the precaution to mature into a Contract by 
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complying with the proper forms, nevertheless a claim arising 
out of a valid contract could be rebutted by proving a counter¬ 
agreement which had never got beyond the state of a simple 
convention. An action for the recovery of a debt could be 
met by showing a mere informal agreement to waive or 
postpone the payment. 

The doctrine just stated indicates the hesitation of the 
Prsetors in making their advances towards the greatest of 
their innovations. Their theory of Natural law must have 
led them to look with especial favour on the Consensual 
Contracts and on those Pacts or Conventions of which the 
Consensual Contracts were only particular instances; but 
they did not at once venture on extending to all Conventions 
the liberty of the Consensual Contracts. They took advantage 
of that special superintendence over procedure which had 
been confided to them since the first beginnings of Roman 
law, and, while they still declined to permit a suit to be 
launched which was not based on a formal contract, they gave 
full play to their new theory of agreement in directing the 
ulterior stages of the proceeding. But, when they had pro¬ 
ceeded thus far, it was inevitable that they should proceed 
farther. The revolution of the ancient law of Contract was 
consummated when the Prsetor of some one year announced 
in his Edict that he would grant equitable actions upon Pacts 
which had never been matured at all into Contracts, provided 
only that the Pacts in question had been founded on a con¬ 
sideration (causa). Pacts of this sort are always enforced under 
the advanced Roman jurisprudence. The principle is merely 
the principle of the Consensual Contract carried to its proper 
consequence; and, in fact, if the technical language of the 
Romans had been as plastic as their legal theories, these 
Pacts enforced by the Prsetor would have been styled new 
Contracts, new Consensual Contracts. Legal phraseology 
is, however, the part of the law which is the last to alter, and 
the Pacts equitably enforced continued to be designated 
simply Prsetorian Pacts. It will be remarked that unless there 
were consideration for the Pact, it would continue nude so 
far as the new jurisprudence was concerned; in order to give 
it effect, it would be necessary to convert it by a stipulation 
into a Verbal Contract. 

The extreme importance of this history of Contract, as a 
safeguard against almost innumerable delusions, must be 
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my justification for discussing it at so considerable a length. 
It gives a complete account of the march of ideas from one 
great landmark of jurisprudence to another. We begin with 
Nexum, in which a Contract and a Conveyance are blended, 
and in which the formalities which accompany the agreement 
are even more important than the agreement itself. From 
the Nexum we pass to the Stipulation, which is a simplified 
form of the older ceremonial. The Literal Contract comes 
next, and here all formalities are waived, if proof of the 
agreement can be supplied from the rigid observances of a 
Roman household. In the Real Contract a moral duty is for 
the first time recognised, and persons who ha\c joined or 
acquiesced in the partial performance of an engagement are 
forbidden to repudiate it on account of defects in form. 
Lastly, the Consensual Contracts emerge, in which tlic menial 
attitude of the contractors is solely regarded, and external 
circumstances have no title to notice except as evidence of 
the inward undertaking. It is of course uncertain how far 
this progress of Roman ideas from a gross to a refined con¬ 
ception exemplifies the necessary progress of human thought 
on the subject of Contract. The Contract-law of all other 
ancient societies but the Rom.an is either too scanty to furnish 
information, or else is entirely lost; and modern juris¬ 
prudence is so thoroughly leavened with the Roman notions 
that it furnishes us with no contrasts or parallels from which 
instruction can be gleaned. From the absence, however, 
of everything violent, marvellous, or unintelligible in the 
changes I have described, it may be reasonably liclieved that 
the history of ancient Roman Contracts is, up to a certain 
point, typical of the history of this class of legal conceptions 
in other ancient societies. But it is only up to a certain faiint 
that the progress of Roman law can be taken to represent the 
progress of other systems of jurisprudence. The theory of 
Natural law is exclusively Roman. The notion of the vin¬ 
culum juris, so far as my knowledge extends, is exclusively 
Roman. The many peculiarities of the mature Roman law 
of Contract and Delict which are traceable to these two ideas, 
whether singly or in combination, are therefore among the 
exclusive products of one particular society. These later 
legal conceptions are important, not because they typify 
the necessary results of advancing thought under all con¬ 
ditions, but because they have exercised perfectly enormous 
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influence on the intellectual diathesis of the modern 
world. 

I know nothing more wonderful than the variety of 
sciences to which Roman law, Roman Contract-law more 
particularly, has contributed modes of thought, courses of 
reasoning, and a technical language. Of the subjects which 
have whetted the intellectual appetite of the modems, there 
is scarcely one, except Physics, which has not been filtered 
through Roman jurisprudence. The science of pure Meta¬ 
physics had, indeed, rather a Greek than a Roman parentage, 
but Politics, Moral Philosophy, and even Theology, found 
in Roman law not only a vehicle of expression, but a nidus in 
which some of their profoundest inquiries were nourished 
into maturity. For the purpose of accounting for this pheno¬ 
menon, it is not absolutely necessary to discuss the mysterious 
relation between words and ideas, or to explain how it is that 
the human mind has never grappled with any subject of 
thought, unless it has been provided beforehand with a proper 
store of language and with an apparatus of appropriate logical 
methods. It is enough to remark, that, when the philosophical 
interests of the Eastern and Western worlds were separated, 
the founders of Western thought belonged to a society which 
spoke Latin and reflected in Latin. But in the Western 
provinces the only language which retained sufficient pre¬ 
cision for philosophical purposes was the language of Roman 
law, which by a singular fortune had preserved nearly all 
the purity of the Augustan age, while vernacular Latin was 
degenerating into a dialect of portentous barbarism. And if 
Roman jurisprudence supplied the only means of exactness 
in speech, still more emphatically did it furnish the only 
means of exactness, subtlety, or depth in thought. For at 
least three centuries, philosophy and science were without 
a home in the West; and though metaphysics and meta¬ 
physical theology were engrossing the mental energies of 
multitudes of Roman subjects, the phraseology employed 
in these ardent inquiries was exclusively Greek, and their 
theatre was the Eastern half of the Empire. Sometimes, 
indeed, the conclusions of the Eastern disputants became 
so important that every man’s assent to them, or dissent 
from them, had to be recorded, and then the West was intro¬ 
duced to the results of Eastern controversy, which it gener¬ 
ally acquiesced in without interest and without resistance. 
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MeanwhQe, one department of inquiry, difficult enough for 
the most laborious, deep enough for the most subtle, delicate 
enough for the most retoed, tod never lost its attractions for 
the ^ucated classes of the Western provinces. To the culti¬ 
vated dtizen of Africa, of Spain, of Gaul and of Northern 
Italy, it was jurisprudence, and jurisprudence only, which 
stood in the place of poetry and history, of philosophy and 
science. So far then from there being anything mysterious 
in the palpably legal complexion of the earliest efforts of 
Western thought it would rather be astonislxing if it tod 
assumed any other hue. I can only express my surprise at 
the scantiness of the attention which has been given to the 
difference between Western ideas and Eastern, between 
Western theology and Eastern, caused by the presence of a 
new ingredient. It is precisely because the influence of 
jurisprudence begins to be powerful that the foundation of 
Cor«tantinople and the subsequent separation of the Western 
Empire from the Eastern, are epochs in philosophical history. 
But continental thinkers are doubtless less capable of appreci¬ 
ating the importance of this crisis by the very intimacy with 
whidi notions derived from Roman Law are mingled up 
with every-day ideas. Englishmen, on the other hand, are 
blind to it through the monstrous ignorance to which they 
condemn themselves of the most plentiful source of the 
stream of modem knowledge, of the one intellectual result 
of the Roman civilisation. At the same time, an English¬ 
man, who will be at the pains to familiarise himself with the 
classical Roman law, is perhaps, from the very slightness of 
the interest which his countrymen have hitherto taken in the 
subject, a better judge than a Frenchman or a German of the 
value of the assertions I have ventured to make. Anybody 
who knows what Roman jurispmdence is, as actually prac¬ 
tised by the Romans, and who will observe in what character¬ 
istics the earliest Western theology and philosophy differ 
from the phases of thought which preceded them, may be 
safely left to pronounce what was the new element which 
tod begun to pervade and govern speculation. 

The part of Roman law which has tod most extemive 
influence on foreign subjects of inquiry has been the law of 
Obligation, or what comes nearly to the same thing, of Con¬ 
tract and Delict. The Romans themselves were not unaware 
of the offices which the copious and malleable terminology 
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belonging to this part of their system might be made to 
discharge, and this is proved by their employment of the 
peculiar adjunct quasi in such expressions as Quasi-Contract 
and Quasi-Delict. “ Quasi,” so used, is exclusively a term 
of classification. It has been usual with English critics to 
identify the Quasi-contracts with implied contracts, but this 
is an error, for implied contracts are true contracts, which 
quasi-contracts are not. In implied contracts, acts and 
circumstances are the symbols of the same ingredients which 
are symbolised, in express contracts, by words; and whether 
a man employs one set of symbols or the other must be a 
matter of indifference so far as concerns the theory of agree¬ 
ment. But a Quasi-Contract is not a contract at all. The 
commonest sample of the class is the relation subsisting 
between two persons one of whom has paid money to the 
other through mistake. The law, consulting the interests 
of morality, imposes an obligation on the receiver to refund, 
but the very nature of the transaction indicates that it is not 
a contract, inasmuch as the Convention, the most essential 
ingredient of Contract, is wanting. This word “ quasi,” 
prefixed to a term of Roman law, implies that the conception 
to which it serves as an index is connected with the con¬ 
ception with which the comparison is instituted by a strong 
superficial analogy or resemblance. It does not denote that 
the two conceptions are the same or that they belong to the 
same genus. On the contrary, it negatives the notion of an 
identity between them; but it points out that they are 
sufficiently similar for one to be classed as the sequel to the 
other, and that the phraseology taken from one department 
of law may be transferred to the other and employed without 
violent straining in the statement of rules which would other¬ 
wise be imperfectly expressed. 

It has been shrewdly remarked, that the confusion between 
Implied Contracts, which are true contracts, and Quasi 
Contracts, which are not contracts at all, has much in common 
with the famous error which attributed political rights and 
duties to an Original Compact between the governed and 
the governor. Long before this theory had clothed itself in 
definite shape, the phraseology of Roman contract-law had 
been largely drawn upon to describe that reciprocity of rights 
and duties which men had always conceived as existing be¬ 
tween sovereigns and subjects. Wliile the world was full of 
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maxims setting forth with the utmost positiveness the claims 
of kings to implicit obedience—maxims which pretended to 
have had their origin in the New Testament, but which were 
really derived from indelible recollections of the Caesarian 
despotism—the consciousness of correlative rights possessed 
by the governed would have been entirely without the means 
of expression if the Roman law of Obligation liad not supplied 
a language capable of shadowing forth an idea which was os 
yet imperfectly developed. The antagonism between the 
privileges of kings and their duties to their subjects was 
never, I believe, lost sight of since Western history began, 
but it had interest for few except speculative writers so long 
as feudalism continued in vigour, for feudalism effectually 
controlled by express customs the exorbitant theoretical 
pretensions of most European sovereigns. It is notorious, 
however, that as soon as the decay of the Feudal System had 
thrown the mediaeval constitutions out of working order, and 
when the Reformation had discredited the authority of the 
Pope, the doctrine of the divine right of Kings rose immedi¬ 
ately into an importance which had never before attended it. 
The vogue which it obtained entailed still more constant 
resort to the phraseology of Roman law, and a controversy 
which had originally worn a theological aspect a.ssumed more 
and more the air of a legal disputation. A phenomenon 
then appeared which has repeatedly shown itself in the his¬ 
tory of opinion. Just when the argument for monarchical 
authority rounded itself into the definite doctrine of Filmer, 
tlie phraseology, borrowed from the Law of Contract, which 
had been used in defence of the rights of subjects, crystallised 
into the theory of an actual original compact between king 
and people, a theory which, first in English and afterwards, 
and more particularly, in French hands, expanded into a 
comprehensive explanation of all the phenomena of society 
and law. But the only real connection between political and 
legal science had consisted in the last giving to the first the 
benefit of its peculiarly plastic terminology. The Roman 
jurisprudence of Contract had performed for the relation of 
sovereign and subject precisely the same service which, in a 
humbler sphere, it rendered to the relation of persons bound 
together by an obligation of “ quasi-contract.” It had fur¬ 
nished a body of words and phrases which approximated with 
sufficient accuracy to the ideas which then were from time 
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to time forming on the subject of political obligation. The 
doctrine of an Original Compact can never be put higher 
than it is placed by Dr. Whewell, when he suggests that, 
though unsound, “ it may be a convenient form for the ex¬ 
pression of moral truths.” 

The extensive employment of legal language on political 
subjects previously to the invention of the Original Compact, 
and the powerful influence which that assumption has 
exercised subsequently, amply account for the plentifulness 
in political science of words and conceptions, which were the 
exclusive creation of Roman jurisprudence. Of their plenti¬ 
fulness in Moral Philosopliy a rather different explanation 
must be given, inasmuch as ethical writings have laid 
Roman law under contribution much more directly than 
political speculations, and their authors have been much 
more conscious of the extent of their obligation. In speaking 
of moral philosophy as extraordinarily indebted to Roman 
jurisprudence, I must be understood to intend moral philo¬ 
sophy as understood previously to the break in its liistory 
effected by Kant, that is, as the science of the rules governing 
human conduct, of their proper interpretation and of the 
limitations to which they are subject. Since the rise of the 
Critical Philosophy, moral science has almost wholly lost its 
older meaning, and, except where it is preserved under a 
debased form in the casuistry still cultivated by Roman 
Catholic theologians, it seems to be regarded nearly univer¬ 
sally as a branch of ontological inquiry. I do not know that 
there is a single contemporary English writer, with the ex¬ 
ception of Dr. Whewell, who understands moral philosophy 
as it was understood before it was absorbed by metaphysics 
and before the groundwork of its rules came to be a more 
important consideration than the rules themselves. So long, 
however, as ethical science had to do with the practical 
regimen of conduct, it was more or less saturated with Roman 
law. Like all the great subjects of modern thought, it was 
originally incorpiorated with theology. The science of Moral 
Theology, as it was at first called, and as it is still designated 
by the Roman Catholic divines, was undoubtedly constructed, 
to the full knowledge of its authors, by taking principles of 
conduct from the system of the Church, and by using the 
language and methods of jurisprudence for their expression 
and expansion. While this process went on, it was inevitable 
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that jurisprudence, though merely intended to be the vehicle 
of thought, should communicate its colour to the thought 
itself. The tinge received through contact with legal con¬ 
ceptions is perfectly perceptible in the earliest ethical litera¬ 
ture of the modem world, and it is evident, I think, that the 
Law of Contract, based as it is on the complete reciprocity 
and indissoluble connection of rights and duties, has acted as 
a wholesome corrective to the predispositions of writers who, 
if left to themselves, might have exclusively viewed a moral 
obligation as the public duty of a citizen in the Civitas Dei. 
But the amount of Roman Law in moral theology becomes 
sensibly smaller at the time of its cultivation by the great 
Spanish moralists. Moral theology, developed by the juri¬ 
dical method of doctor commenting on doctor, provided itself 
with a phraseology of its own, and Aristotelian peculiarities 
of reasoning and expression, imbibed doubtless in great 
part from the Disputations on .Morals in the academical 
schools, take the place of that special turn of thought and 
speech which can never be mistaken by any person conversant 
with the Roman law. If the credit of the Spanish school of 
moral theologians had continued, the juridical ingredient 
in ethical science would have been insignificant, but the use 
made of their conclusions by the next generation of Roman 
Catholic writers on these subjects almost entirely destroyed 
their influence. Moral Theology, degraded into Casuistry, 
lost all interest for the leaders of European speculation; 
and the new science of Moral Philosophy, which was entirely 
in the hands of the Protestants, swerved greatly aside from 
the path which the moral theologians had followed. The 
effect was vastly to increase the influence of Roman law on 
ethical inquiry. 

“ Shortly' after the Reformation, we find two great schools 
of thought dividing this class of subjects between them. The 
most influential of the two was at first the sect of school 
known to us as the Casuists, all of them in spiritual com¬ 
munion with the Roman Catholic Church, and nearly all of 
them affiliated to one or other of her religious orders. On the 
other side were a body of writers connected with each other 
by a common intellectual descent from the great author of 
the treatise De Jure Belli et Pacts, Hugo Grotius. Almost 

* The passage quoted is transcribed with slight alterations from a 
paper contributed by the author to the Cambridge Essays lor 1856. 
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all of the latter were adherents of the Reformation, and though 
it rannot be said that tliey were formally and avowedly at 
conflict with the Casuists, the origin and object of their 
oystem were nevertheless essentially different from those of 
Casuistry. It is necessary to call attention to this difference, 
because it involves the question of the influence of Roman 
law on that department of thought with which both systems 
are concerned. The book of Grotius, though it touches que,s- 
tions of pure Ethics in every page, and though it is the parent 
immediate or remote of innumerable volumes of formal 
morality, is not, as is well known, a professed treatise on 
.Moral Philosophy, it is an attempt to determine the Law 
of Nature, or Natural Law. Now, without entering upon the 
question, whether the conception of a L;iw Natural be not 
exclusively a creation of the Roman jurisconsults, we may 
lay down that, even on the admission of Grotius himself, 
the dicta of the Roman jurisprudence as to what parts of 
known positive law must be taken to be parts of the Law 
of Nature, are, if not infallible, to be rccoi'.'cd at all events 
with the profoundest respict. Hence the s_\Ntem of Grotius 
is implicated witii Roman law at its very foundation, and 
this connection rendered inevitable -what the legal training 
of the writer would perhaps have entailed without it—the 
free employment in every paragraph of technical [iliraseology, 
and of modes of reasoning, delining, and illustrating, which 
must sometimes conceal the sense, and almost alw.ivs the 
force and cogenev, of the argument from the reader who is 
unfamiliar with the sources whence they luue been derux'd. 
On the other hand, (,'asm.str} borrows little from Roman law, 
and the views of morality contended for have nothing what¬ 
ever m common with the undert.iking of Grotius. All that 
philosophy of right and wrong which h.is become famous, or 
inf.inious, under the n.ime of CaMiistrv, had its origin m the 
distiiK tion belw cen Mort.il and Vcm.il .'sin. n.itur.d an.sietv 
to escape the awful consequencc.s of deterniimng a p.irticular 
act to be mortallv sinful, and a desire, equ.ilK intelligible, to 
a'sist the Roman Catholic Church in its conflict with Protes¬ 
tantism by disburthemng it of an inconiement theory, were 
the motives which impelled the authors of the Casuistical 
philosopliy to the insention of an elaborate system of criteria, 
intended to remove immoral actions, in as many cases as 
possible, out of the categorv of mortal offences, and to 
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stamp them as venial sms. The fate of this experiment i.s 
matter of ordinary history. We know that tlie distinctions of 
Casuistrv, by cn.ibling the pnesthoi>d ti> .idpi't spiritual con¬ 
trol to all the vanities of human charai'ter, did really confer 
on It an mtluence with princes, state'men, and gem r.ils, un¬ 
heard of m the ages before the Reformation, .uui did really 
contribute largelv to that great reaction which ciici ked and 
narrowed the first successes of I’rote-tantisin. Hut beginning 
in the attempt, not to establisli, but to evade not to ilis- 
cover a [irinciple, but to escape a [xistulate - not to settle 
the nature of right and wrong, but to determine what was 
not wrong of a particular nature,- ('asuistrv went on witli 
Its de.xterous refinements till it ended m so .ittenu.iting the 
mor.tl features of actions, .uui so belt mg the mor,d instincts 
of our being, that at length the coiisi lem e of m.irikmd rose 
stiddenlv in revolt ag.inist it, and consigned to one lommon 
rum the s\ stem and its dm tors The blow, long pending, w.is 
fiiuilU' strui k in the I’roi’ituuil Lrtifrs of I’aseal, ,ind suu e the 
appear,nice of those mcnioralde I’.ijhts, no nior,dist of the 
sm.dlcst inllueiK'e or credit lias e\er acowedly eondm ted Ills 
spei ul.ittons in the footsteps of the Casuists 'I'lie wliolc field 
ot etliii.d science w.is thus left at the exclusive command of 
the writers who followed (irotius, and n still exhiluts m an 
extraordiiuirv degree the traies of tli.il eiit.ingleinenl witli 
Roman law which is sometimes nii])uted as a fault, ,ind some¬ 
times the liiglicsl of Its riM oininendations, to the (Iroti.in 
theiirs' \hinv inquirers siiu e (>rotius s dav h.iM' modi In d his 
jiriiii iples, and ni.uiy, of course, since the rise of the ( ritn.d 
I’liilosophc , has-e ijulte desrrted them, hut e\cii those who 
h,i\ e dep.irti d most widclv from Ills fundament,d .issuinpt ions 
hace miieritid much of his method of sl.iteiiiciil, of his tr.im 
of thought, and of liis mode ot illustration, and these li.ive 
little ine.ining and no point to llie person ignor.uil of Roman 
jurispnideni e.” 

I ha\e alre.idy .said that, with the exception of the pliysical 
srieiu es, there is no walk of knowledge which has been so 
sliglitK .iffected Ity Roman law as .\Ieta[)hvsics, 1 he reason 
Is tfi.tt discussion on metaphysical sulijccts li.is alwacs iieen 
conducted in (ircek, first in pure Cireek, and afterwards m a 
dialect of Latin e.xpressly constructed to give expression In 
Greek conceptions. The modern languages have only been 
fitted to metaphysical inquiries byadojttmg this Uitm dialect, 
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ir li\' iiiiitaliiif; the proi w.hi'li w.ii ori^iiiallv fiillowcd in 
r lorin.it 11)11 '1 he Minn ' ol the phr.i^cnl' i^'v w iili h Ins In ■ ;i 

aiw.i'.i ( liipl'I’. I'1 fnr ini-t.qihsnK.al (InrmnHin m inml'Tii 
tiiiiis M.is ihn L.itm tr.iiinl.itinns <if Arniotlc, in uhi .i, 
M In 1 hi r ih ru ( (1 or ii'it fioin \r.iliir viTniimn, tlin [iLin of tlic 
I r,' I id, 1 1 or w .in not to m i I. for .in,ilo;'ous cspi i nnioiin m .i n \ 
p.nl of Latin lit rr.it iirr, hut, to (oiianRl .im, u from L.ri’ 
Too' . ,1 vri. ol phr.ini-^ ri|u.il to the r\prrniion of (Irn h philo- 
'.opnii.tl idi.in (t'.i r sill h a proims the trrmiiio|oo\ of 
koin.in l,i\\ (an li.isc i MTi iscd littir influi'nir, at mo,’. ,i 
h w L.itm I.lu ti'i in- in a I raiisinuti d sli.ijK- h.L\c in.idi I'.iir 
si-.u into iiiit.ipio I'.d l.inL'u.u'r Al tlir s.unr titnr it n 
V. o| tof 1 1 m.ii f. t h.it v. :,i m ■■ I i t in- prohh in ^ of nirt,i[i!i \ ^ll s 
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between Free-will and the Divine Providence—these were 
the points which the West began to debate as ardently as 
ever the East had discussed the articles of its more special 
creed. Why is it then that on the two sides of the line which 
divides the Greek-speaking from the Latin-speaking provinces 
there lie two classes of theological problems so strikingly 
different from one another? The historians of the Church 
have come close upon the solution when they remark that 
the new problems were more “ practical,” less absolutely 
speculative, than those which had tom Eastern Christianity 
asunder, but none of them, so far as I am aware, has quite 
reached it. I affirm without hesitation that the difference 
between the two theological systems is accounted for by the 
fact that, in passing from the East to the West, theological 
speculation had passed from a climate of Greek metaphysics 
to a climate of Roman law. For some centuries before these 
controversies rose into overwhelming importance, all the 
intellectual activity of the Western Romans had been ex¬ 
pended on jurisprudence exclusively. They had been occupied 
m applying a peculiar set of principles to all the combinations 
in which the circumstances of life are capable of being 
arranged. No foreign pursuit or taste called off their attention 
from tliis engrossing occupation, and for carrying it on they 
possessed a vocabulary as accurate as it was copious, a strict 
method of reasoning, a stock of general propositions on con¬ 
duct more or less verified by experience, and a rigid moral 
philosophy. It was impossible that they should not select 
from the questions indicated by the Christian records those 
which had some affinity with the order of speculations to 
which they were accustomed, and that their manner of 
dealing with them should borrow something from their 
forensic habits. Almost everybody who has knowledge enough 
of Roman law to appreciate the Roman penal system, the 
Roman theory of the obligations established by Contract or 
Delict, the Roman view of Debts and of the modes of in¬ 
curring, extingui.shing, and transmitting them, the Roman 
notion of the continuance of individual existence by Universal 
Succession, may be trusted to say whence arose the frame 
of mind to which the problems of Western theology proved 
so congenial, whence came the phraseology in which these 
problems were stated, and whence the description of reasoning 
employed in their solution. It must only be recollected that 
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Roman law which had worked itself into Western thought 
was neither the archaic system of the ancient city, nor the 
pruned and curtailed jurisprudence of the Byzantine Em¬ 
perors; still less, of course, was it the mass of rules, nearly 
buried in a parasitical overgrowth of modem speculative 
doctrine, which p»asses by the name of Modem Civil Law. 
I spyeak only of that philosophy of jurisprudence, wrought 
out by the great juridical thinkers of the Antonine age, which 
may still be partially reproduced from the Pandects of 
Justinian, a system to which few faults can l)e attributed 
except it f)erhap>s aimed at a higher degree of elegance, 
certainty, and precision, than human affairs will permit to 
the limits within which human laws seek to confine them. 

It is a singular result of that ignorance of Roman law which 
Englishmen readily confess, and of which they are sometimes 
not ashamed to boast, that many English writers of note 
and credit have been led by it to put forward the most 
untenable of paradoxes concerning the condition of human 
intellect during the Roman Empire. It has been constantly 
asserted, as unhesitatingly as if there were no temerity in 
advancing the proposition, that from the close of the Augustan 
era to the general awakening of interest on the points of the 
Christian faith, the mental energies of the civili,sed world 
were smitten with a paralysis. Now there are two subjects 
of thought—the only two perhaps with the exception of 
physical science—which are able to give employment to all 
the powers and cafmeities which the mind possesses. One 
of them is Metaphysical inquiry, which knows no limits so 
long as the mind is satisfied to work on itself; the other is 
Law, which is as extensive as the concerns of mankind. It 
happens that, during the very period indicated, the Greek- 
speaking provinces were devoted to one, the Latin-spieaking 
provinces to the other, of these studies. I say nothing of the 
fruits of speculation in Alexandria and the East, but I con¬ 
fidently affirm that Rome and the West had an occupation 
in hand fully capable of compensating them for the absence 
of every other mental exercise, and I add that the results 
achieved, so far as we know them, were not unworthy of the 
continuous and exclusive labour bestowed on producing them. 
Nobody except a professional lawyer is perhaps in a position 
completely to understand how much of the intellectual 
strength of individuals Law is cajxible of absorbing, but a 
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layman has no difficulty in comprehending why it was that 
an unusual share of the collective intellect of Rome was 
engrossed by jurisprudence. “The proficiency' of a given 
community in jurisprudence depends in the long run on the 
same conditions as its progress in any other line of inquiry; 
and the chief of these are the proportion of the national 
intellect devoted to it, and the length of time during which 
it is so devoted. Now, a combination of all the causes, direct 
and indirect, which contribute to the advancing and per¬ 
fecting of a science continued to operate on the jurisprudence 
of Rome through the entire space between the Twelve Tables 
and the severance of the two Empires,—and that not irregu¬ 
larly or at intervals, but in steadily increasing force and con¬ 
stantly augmenting number. We should reflect that the 
earliest intellectual exercise to which a young nation devotes 
itself is the study of its laws. As soon as the mind makes its 
first conscious efforts towards generalisation, the concerns 
of every-day life are the first to press for inclusion within 
general rules and comprehensive formulas. The popularity 
of the pursuit on which all the energies of the young common¬ 
wealth are bent is at the outset unbounded; but it ceases in 
time. The monopoly of mind by law is broken down. The 
crowd at the morning audience of the great Roman juris¬ 
consult lessens. The students are counted by hundreds 
instead of thousands in the English Inns of Court. Art, 
Literature, Science, and Politics, claim their share of the 
national intellect; and the practice of jurisprudence is con¬ 
fined within the circle of a profession, never indeed limited 
or insignificant, but attracted as much by the rewards as by 
the intrinsic recommendations of their science. This suc¬ 
cession of changes exhibited itself even more strikingly 
at Rome than in England. To the close of the Republic the 
law was the sole field for all ability e.xcept the special talent 
of a capacity for generalship. But a new stage of intellectual 
progress began with the Augustan age, as it did with our 
own Elizabethan era. We all know what were its achieve¬ 
ments in poetry and prose; but there are some indications, 
it should be remarked, that, besides its efflorescence in 
ornamental literature, it was on the eve of throwing out 
new aptitudes for conquest in physical science. Here, how¬ 
ever, is the point at which the history of mind in the Roman 

* Combndg 4 Euay$, 1836. 
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State ceases to be parallel to the routes which mental pro¬ 
gress had since then pursued. The brief span of Roman 
literature, strictly so called, was suddenly closed under a 
variety of influences, which though they may partially be 
traced it would be improper in this place to analyse. Ancient 
intellect was forcibly thrust back into its old courses, and 
law again became no less exclusively the proper sphere for 
talent than it had been in the days when the Romans de¬ 
spised philosophy and poetry as the toys of a childish race. 
Of what nature were the external inducements which, during 
the Imperial period, tended to draw a man of inherent 
capacity to the pursuits of the jurisconsult may best be 
understood by considering the option which was practically 
before him in his choice of a profession. He might become a 
teacher of rhetoric, a commander of frontier-posts, or a pro¬ 
fessional writer of panegyrics. The only other walk of active 
lifewhichwas open to him was the practice of the law. Through 
that lay the approach to wealth, to fame, to oflTice, to the 
council-chamber of the monarch—it may be to the very 
throne itself.” 

The premium on the study of jurisprudence was so enormous 
that there were schools of law in every part of the Empire, 
even in the very domain of Metaphysics. But, though tlie 
transfer of the seat of empire to Byzantium gave a jjcrceptible 
impetus to its cultivation in the East, jurisprudence never 
dethroned the pursuits which there competed with it. It-s 
language was Latin, an exotic dialect in the Eastern half of 
the Empire. It is only of the West that we can lay down 
that law was not only the mental food of the ambitious and 
aspiring, but the sole aliment of all intellectual activity. 
Greek philosophy had never been more than a transient 
fashionable taste with the educated class of Rome itself, and 
when the new Eastern capital had been created, and the 
Empire subsequently divided into two, the divorce of the 
Western provinces from Greek speculation, and their exclu¬ 
sive devotion to jurisprudence, became more decided than 
ever. As soon then as they ceased to sit at the feet of the 
Greeks and began to ponder out a theology of their own, the 
theology proved to be permeated with forensic ideas and 
couched in a forensic phraseology. It is certain that this 
substratum of law in Western theology lies exceedingly 
deep. A new set of Greek theories, the Aristotelian plulo- 
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sophy, made their way afterwards into the West and almost 
entirely buried its indigenous doctrines. But when at the 
Reformation it partially shook itself free from their influence, 
it instantly supplied their place with Law. It is difficult 
to say whether the religious system of Calvin or the religious 
system of the Arminians has the more markedly legal 
character. 

The vast influence of the specific jurisprudence of Contract 
produced by the Romans upon the corresponding department 
of modem Law belongs rather to the history of mature juris¬ 
prudence than to a treatise like the present. It did not make 
Itself felt till the school of Bologna founded the legal science 
of modern Europe. But the fact that the Romans, before 
their Empire fell, had so fully developed the conception of 
Contract becomes of importance at a much earlier period tlian 
this. Feudalism,! have repeatedly asserted, was a compoundof 
archaic barliarian usage with Roman law; no other explana¬ 
tion of it is tenable, or even intelligible. The earliest social 
forms of the feudal period differ in little from the ordinary 
associations in which the men of primitive civilisations are 
everywliere seen united. A Fief was an organically complete 
brotherhood of associates whose proprietary and personal 
rights were inextricably blended together. It had much in 
common with an Indian Village Community and much in 
common with a Highland clan. But still it presents some 
phenomena which we never find in the associations which 
are spontaneously formed by beginners in civilisation. True 
archaic communities are held together not by express rules, 
but by sentiment, or, we should perhaps say, by instinct; 
and new comers into the brotherhood are brought within the 
rangeof thisinstinct by falselypretending toshare in theblood- 
relationship from which it naturally .springs. But the earliest 
feudal communities were neither bound together by mere 
sentiment nor recruited by a fiction. The tie which united 
them was Contract, and they obtained new associates by 
contracting with them. The relation of the lord to the vassals 
had originally been settled by express engagement, and a 
person wishing to engraft himself on the brotherhood by 
commendattmi or infeudatton came to a distinct understanding 
as to the conditions on which he was to be admitted. It is 
therefore the sphere occupied in them by Contract which 
principally distinguishes the feudal institutions from the 
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unadulterated usages of primitive races. The lord had many 
of the characteristics of a p.itriarchal chieftain, but his pre¬ 
rogative was limited by a variety of settled customs traceable 
to the express conditions which had l>ecn agreed ujv'n when 
the infeudation took place. Hence flow the chief dilferences 
which forbid us to class the feud.il societies with true archaic 
communities. They were much more durable and nuicli more 
various; more durable, because express rules are less de¬ 
structible than instinctive habits, and more various, liecause 
the contracts on which they were founded were adjusted to 
the minutest circumstances and wishes of the persons who 
surrendered or granted awav their lands. This last considera¬ 
tion may serve to indicate liow gre.itiv the vulgar opinions 
current among us as to tlie origin of modem society st.ind 
in need of revision. It is often s.iid that the irregular and 
various contour of modern civilis.ition is due to the exuberant 
and erratic genius of the (iermanic r.ices, and it is often con¬ 
trasted with the dull routine of the Roin.in Minpire. The 
truth IS that the Empire l)c<|ucathed to modern society the 
legal conception to which all this irregularity is attributable; 
if the customs and institutions of b.trb.tri.ins have one 
characteristic more striking than another, it is their extreme 
uniformity. 
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CHAPTER X 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF DELICT AIID CRIME 

The Teutonic Codes, including those of our Anglo-Saxon 
ancestors, are the only bodies of archaic secular Law which 
have come down to us in such a state that we can form an 
exact notion of their original dimensions. Although the 
extant fragments of Roman and Hellenic codes suffice to 
prove to us their general character, there does not remain 
enough of them for us to be quite sure of their precise magni¬ 
tude or of the proportion of their parts to each other. But 
still on the whole all the known collections of ancient law 
are characterised by a feature which broadly distinguishes 
them from systems of mature jurisprudence. The proportion 
of criminal to civil law is exceedingly different. In the 
German codes, the civil part of the law has trifling dimensions 
as compared with the criminal. The traditions which speak 
of the sanguinary penalties inflicted by the code of Draco 
seem to indicate that it had the same characteristic. In 
the Twelve Tables alone, produced by a society of greater 
legal genius and at first of gentler manners, the civil law has 
something like its modern precedence; but the relative 
amount of space given to the modes of redressing wrong, 
though not enormous, appears to have been large. It may 
be laid down, I think, that the more archaic the code, the 
fuller and the minuter is its penal legislation. The pheno¬ 
menon has often been observed, and has been explained, no 
doubt to a great extent correctly, by the violence habitual 
to the communities which for the first time reduced their 
laws to writing. The legislator, it is said, proportioned the 
divisions of his work to the frequency of a certain class of 
incidents in barbarian life. I imagine, however, that this 
account is not quite complete. It should be recollected that 
the comparative barrenness of civil law in archaic collections 
is consistent with those other characteristics of ancient juris¬ 
prudence which have been discussed in this treatise. Nine- 
tenths of the civil p»art of the law practised by civilised societies 
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are made up of the Law of Persons, of the Law of Property 
and of Inheritance, and of the Law of Contract. But it is 
plain that all these provinces of jurisprudence roust shrink 
withinnarrowerboundaries, the nearer we makeourapproaches 
to the infancy of social brotherhood. The Law of Persons, 
which is nothing else than the Law of Status, will be restricted 
to the scantiest limits as long as all forms of status arc merged 
in common subjection to Paternal Power, as long as the 
Wife has no rights against her Husband, the Son none against 
his Father, and the infant Ward none against the Agnates 
who are his Guardians. Similarly, the rules relating to 
Property and Succession can never be plentiful, so long as 
land and goods devolve within the family, and, if distributed 
at all, are distributed inside its circle. But the greatest gap 
in ancient civil law will always be caused by the absence of 
Contract, which some archaic codes do not mention at all, 
while others significantly attest the immaturity of the moral 
notions on which Contract depends by supplying its place 
with an elaborate jurisprudence of Oaths. There are no 
corresponding reasons for the poverty of penal law, and 
accordingly, even if it be hazardous to pronounce that the 
childhood of nations is always a period of ungovemed violence, 
we shall still be able to understand why the modem rela¬ 
tion of criminal law to civil should be inverted in ancient 
codes. 

I have spoken of primitive jurisprudence as giving to 
criminal law a priority unknown in a later age. The expres¬ 
sion has been used for convenience’ sake, but in fact the 
inspection of ancient codes shows that the law which they 
exhibit in unusual quantities is not true criminal law. All 
civilised systems agree in drawing a distinction between 
offences against the State or Community and offences against 
the Individual, and the two classes of injuries, thus kept 
apart, I may here, without pretending that the terms have 
always been employed consistently in jurisprudence, call 
Crimes and Wrongs, crtmina and delicta. Now the penal law 
of ancient communities is not the law of Crimes; it is the 
law of Wrongs, or, to use the English technical word, of Torts, 
The person injured proceeds against the wrong-doer by an 
ordinary civil action, and recovers compiensation in the shape 
of money-damages if he succeeds. If the Commentaries of 
Gaius be opened at the place where the writer treats of the 
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penal jurisprudence founded on the Twelve Tables, it will be 
seen that at the head of the civil wrongs recognised by the 
Roman law stood Furtum or Theft. Offences which we are 
accustomed to regard exclusively as crimes are exclusively 
treated as tcrrts, and not theft only, but assault and violent 
robbery, are associated by the jurisconsult with trespass, 
libel and slander. All alike gave rise to an Obligation or 
vinculum juris, and were all requited by a payment of money. 
This peculiarity, however, is most strongly brought out in 
the consolidated I^iws of tfic Germanic tribes. Without an 
exception, they describe an immense system of money com¬ 
pensations for homicide, and with few exceptions, as large 
a scheme of compensations for minor injuries. “ Under 
Anglo-Saxon law,” writes Mr. Kemble {Anglo-Saxons, i. 177), 
“ a sum was placed on the life of every free man, according to 
his rank, and a corresponding sum on every wound that could 
tie inflicted on his person, for nearly every injury that could 
be done to tiis civil rights, honour or peace; the sum being 
aggravated according to adventitious circumstances.” These 
conqxisitions are evidently regarded as a valuable source of 
income; highly complex rules regulate the title to them and 
the responsibility for them; and, as 1 have already had occa¬ 
sion to state, they often follow a very peculiar line of devolu¬ 
tion, if they have not been acquitted at the decease of the 
person to whom they belong. If therefore the criterion of a 
delict, wrong, or tort be that the person who suffers it, and not 
the .State, is conceived to be wronged, it may be asserted that 
in the infancy of jurisprudence the citizen depends for protec¬ 
tion against violence or fraud not on the Law of Crime but 
on the Law of Tort, 

Torts then are copiously enlarged upon in primitive juris¬ 
prudence. It must be added that Sms are known to it also 
Of the Teutonic codes it is almost unnecessary to make this 
assertion, because those codes, in the form in which we have 
received them,were compiled or recast b\ Christian legislators. 
But It is also true that non-Christian bodies of archaic law 
entail penal consequences on certain classes of acts and on 
certain classes of omissions, as lieing violations of divine 
prescriptions and commands. The law administered at 
Athens by the Senate of Areopagus was probably a special 
religious code, and at Rome, apparently from a very early 
period, the Pontifical jurisprudence punished adultery. 
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sacrilege and perhaps murder. There were therefore in 
the Attienian and in tlie Roni.in Slates laws punishing sins. 
There were also laws punishing lorts. The conception of 
oflcncc against God produced the first class of ordin.inces; 
the conception of offeme against one’s neiglilxiur produced 
the second; but the idea of offence .ig.imst tlie State or 
aggreg.ite community did not at first produce a true criminal 
jurisprudence. 

\’et it is not to be supposed that a conception so simple 
and elementarv as that of wrong done to the .'slate w.is w.int- 
ing in any primitive society It seems r.itlier tli.it the very 
distinctness witli whicli this conception is re.ihscd is the true 
cause which at first prevents the growtli of a i riniinal law. 
.At all events, when the Roman community conceived itself 
to he injured, tlie analogy of a personal wrong reieived was 
carried out to it.s conseijiiences with absolute liter,tlness, .uni 
the M.ite <i\enged itself by a single aei on the iiulisidu.il 
wrong-doer The result was that, in the infaney of the 
commonwe.ilth, every offenre vit.illy touching its security 
or Its interests was ptmislied l>y a sep.ir.itc enai tinent of the 
legisl.iture .And this is tlie earliest com ejition of a crtinrn 
or Crime an act involving sucti high issues that the .St;ite, 
inste.ui of leaving it.s eognis.inie to the civil trihunal or tlie 
religious court, directed .1 sperial law or pnwUpum against 
the perpetrator. Kverv iiuiictment therefore took the form 
of a hill of p.im.s and pi n.ilties, ami tlie tri.il of ,i cruninal w.is 
a proeeeiimg wliollv extr.iordinarv. wliollv irregul.ir, wholly 
independent of settled rules and fi.Ked londitiuns Goiise- 
ijucntlv, both for tlie reason that the tribun.il dispensing 
justire was the sovereign state itself and also for the re.ison 
that no classific.ition of tlie .ids jircsi rilied or lorludden was 
possible, there was not at this e|XH h any Imw of crimes, .uiy 
eriminal jurisprudence. The jirocediire was identical with 
the forms of passing an ordinary statute, it was st t m motion 
by the s.ime [ler.sons and conducted with precisely the s.ime 
solemnities, .And it is to be observed tliat, when a regul.ir 
criminal l.iw with .in apparatus of Courts and officers for its 
administration li.ul afterwards come into being, the old 
procedure, as might be supposed from its conformity with 
theory, still in strictness remained practieahlc, and, minh 
as resort to such an expedient was disi reiliied, the people of 
Rome always retained the power of punishing by a special 
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law offences against its majesty. The classical scholar does 
not require to be reminded that in exactly the same manner 
the Athenian Bill of Pains and Penalties, or ua-ayytkla, sur¬ 
vived the establishment of regular tribunals. It is known 
too that when the freemen of the Teutonic races assembled 
for legislation, they also claimed authority to punish offences 
of peculiar blackness or perpetrated by criminals of exalted 
station. Of this nature was the criminal jurisdiction of the 
Anglo-Saxon Witenagemot. 

It may be thought that the difference which I have asserted 
to exist between the ancient and modem view of penal law 
has only a verbal existence. The community, it may be 
said, besides interposing to punish crimes legislatively, has 
from the earliest times interfered by its tribunals to compel 
the wrong-doer to compound for his wrong, and, if it does 
this, it must always have supposed that in some way it was 
injured through his offence. But, however rigorous this 
inference may seem to us now-a-days, it is very doubtful 
whether it was actually drawn by the men ot primitive anti¬ 
quity. How little the notion of injury to the community 
had to do with the earliest interferences of the State through 
its tribunals, is shown by the curious circumstances that in 
the original administration of justice, the proceedings were a 
close imitation of the series of acts which were likely to be 
gone through in private life by persons who were disputing, 
but who afterwards suffered their quarrel to be appeased. 
The magistrate carefully simulated the demeanour of a 
private arbitrator casually called in. 

In order to show that this statement is not a mere fanciful 
conceit, I will produce the evidence on which it rests. Very 
far the most ancient judicial proceeding known to us is the 
Legis Actio Sacramenti of the Romans, out of which all the 
later Roman Law of Actions may be proved to have grown. 
Gaius carefully describes its ceremonial. Unmeaning and 
grotesque as it appears at first sight, a little attention enables 
us to decipher and interpret it. 

The subject of litigation is supposed to be in Court. If it 
is moveable, it is actually there. If it be immoveable, a 
fragment or sample of it is brought in its place; land, for 
Instance, is represented by a clod, a house by a single brick. 
In the example selected by Gaius, the suit is for a slave. The 
proceeding begins by the plaintiff’s advancing with a rod, 



Delict and Crime 


221 


which, as Gaius expressly tells, symbolised a spear. He lays 
hold of the slave and asserts a right to him with the words, 
“ Hunc tgo kominem ex Jure Quintium meum esse dice secun¬ 
dum swim causam sicut dixi;” and then saying, “ Ecce tibi 
Vindictam imposui" he touches him with the spear. The 
defendant goes through the same series of acts and gestures. 
On this the Praetor intervenes, and bids the litigants relax 
their hold, “ Mittile ambo kominem." They obey, and the 
plaintiff demands from the defendant the reason of his inter¬ 
ference, “ Postulo anne duos qud ex causa vindicaveris," a 
question which is replied to by a fresh assertion of right, 
“ Jus peregi sicui vindictam imposui." On this, the first 
claimant offers to stake a sum of money, called a Sacr.amen- 
tum, on the justice of his own case, “ Quando lu injurid 
provocasti, D eerts Sacramento te provoco," and the defendant, 
in the phrase “ Simditer ego te" accepts the wager. The 
subsequent proceedings were no longer of a formal kind, but 
it is to be observed that the Prxtor took security for the 
Sacramentum, which always went into the coffers of the State. 

Such was the necessary preface of every ancient Roman 
suit. It is impossible, I think, to refuse assent to the sugges¬ 
tion of those who see in it a dramatisation of the Origin of 
Justice. Two armed men are wrangling alxiut some disputed 
property. The Praetor, vir pietate gravis, happens to be 
going by, and interposes to stop the contest. The disputants 
state their case to liim, and agree that he shall arbitrate 
between them, it being arranged that the loser, besides 
resigning the subject of the (juarrcl, shall pay a sum of money 
to the umpire as remuneration for his trouble and loss of 
time. This interpretation would be less plausible than it is, 
were it not that, by a surprising coincidence, the ceremony 
described by Gaius as the imperative course of proceeding 
in a Legis Actio is substantially the same with one of the two 
subjects which the God Hephaestus is described by Homer 
as moulding into the First Compartment of the Shield of 
Achilles. In the Homeric trial-scene, the dispute, ais if 
expressly intended to bring out the characteristics of primitive 
society, is not about property but about the composition for 
a homicide. One person asserts that he has paid it, the other 
that he has never received it. The point of detail, however, 
which stamps the picture as the counterpart of the archaic 
Roman practice is the reward designed for the judges. Two 
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talents of gold lie in the middle, to be given to him who shall 
explain the grounds of the decision most to the satisfaction of 
the audience. The magnitude of this sum as compared with 
the trifling amount of the Sacramentum seems to me indica¬ 
tive of the indifference between fluctuating usage and usage 
consolidated into law. The scene introduced by the poet 
as a striking and characteristic, but still only occasional, 
feature of city-life in the heroic age has stiffened, at the 
opening of the history of civil process, into the regular, 
ordinary formalities of a lawsuit. It is natural therefore 
that in the Legis Actio the remuneration of the Judge should 
be reduced to a reasonable sum, and that, instead of being 
adjudged to one of a number of arbitrators by popular 
acclamation, it should be paid as a matter of course to the 
State which the Praetor represents. But that the incidents 
described so vividly by Homer, and by Gains with even more 
than the usual crudity of technical language, have substan¬ 
tially the same meaning, I cannot doubt; and, in confirmation 
of tliis view, it may be added that many observers of the earli¬ 
est judicial usages of modern Europe have remarked tliat the 
fines inflicted by Courts on offenders were originally sacra- 
menta. The State did not take from the defendant a compwsi- 
tion for any wrong supposed to be done to itself, but claimed 
a sliare in the compensation awarded to the plaintiff simply 
as the fair price of its time and trouble. Mr. Kemble ex¬ 
pressly assigns this character to the Anglo-Saxon bantium or 
fredum. 

Ancient law furnishes other proofs that the earliest 
administrators of justice simulated tlie probable acts of 
persons engaged in a private quarrel. In settling the dam¬ 
ages to be awarded, they took as their guide the measure of 
vengeance likely to be exacted by an aggrieved person under 
the circumstances of the case. This is the true explanation 
of the very different penalties imposed by ancient law on 
offenders caught in the act or soon after it and on offenders 
detected after considerable delay. Some strange exemplifica¬ 
tions of this peculiarity are supplied by the old Roman law 
of Theft. The Laws of the Twelve Tables seem to have 
divided Thefts into Manifest and Non-.Manifest, and to have 
allotted extraordinarily different penalties to the offence 
according as it fell under one head or the other. The Manifest 
Thief was he who was caught within the house in which he 
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had been pilfering, or who was taken while making off to a 
place of safety with the stolen goods; the Twelve Tables 
condemned him to be put to death if he were already a slave, 
and, if he was a freeman, they made him the bondsman of 
the owner of the propierty. The Non-Manifest Thief was he 
who was detected under any other circumstances than those 
described; and the old code simply directed that an offender 
of this sort should refund double the value of what he had 
stolen. In Gaius’s day the excessive severity of the Twelve 
Tables to the Manifest Thief had naturally been much miti¬ 
gated, but the law still maintained the old principle by mulct¬ 
ing him in fourfold the value of the stolen goods, while the 
Non-Manifest Thief still continued to pay merely the double. 
The ancient lawgiver doubtless considered tliat the injured 
proprietor, if left to himself, would inflict a very different 
punishment when his blood was hot from that with which 
he would be satisfied when the Thief was detected after a 
considerable interval; and to this calculation the legal scale 
of penalties was adjusted. The principle is precisely the 
same as that followed in the Anglo-.Saxon and other Germanic 
codes, when they suffer a thief chased down and caught with 
the booty to l)e hanged or decapitated on the spot, while they 
exact the full penalties of homicide from anylx)dy who kills 
him after the pursuit has been interniitted. These archaic 
distinctions bring home to us very forcibly the distance of a 
refined from a rude jurisprudence. The modern adminis¬ 
trator of justice has confessedly one of the hardest tasks before 
him when he undertakes to discriminate between the degrees 
of criminality which belong to offences falling within the same 
technical description. It is always easy to say that a man 
is guilty of manslaughter, larceny, or bigamy, but it is often 
most difficult to pronounce what extent of moral guilt he 
has incurred, and consequently what measure of punishment 
he has deserved. There is hardly any perplexity in casuistry, 
or in the analysis of motive, which we may not be called upon 
to confront, if we attempt to settle such a point with precision; 
and accordingly the law of our day shows an increasing 
tendency to abstain as much as possible from laying down 
positive rules on the subject. In Trance, the jury is left 
to decide whether the offence which it finds committed has 
been attended by extenuating circumstances; in England, a 
nearly unbounded latitude in the selection of punisliments 
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is now allowed to the judge; while all States have in reserve an 
ultimate remedy for the miscarriages of law in the Preroga¬ 
tive of Pardon, universally lodged with the Chief Magistrate. 
It is curious to observe how little the men of primitive 
times were troubled with these scruples, how completely 
they were persuaded that the impulses of the injured person 
were the proper measure of the vengeance he was entitled to 
exact, and how literally they imitated the probable rise and 
fall of his passions in fixing their scale of punishment. I wish 
it could be said that their method of legislation is quite 
extinct. There are, however, several modern systems of 
law which, in cases of graver wrong, admit the fact of the 
wrong-doer having been taken in the act to be pleaded in 
justification of inordinate punishment inflicted on him by 
the sufferer—an indulgence wliich, though superficially re¬ 
garded it may seem intelligible, is based, as it seems to me, 
on a very low morality. 

Nothing, I have said, can be simpler than the considerations 
which ultimately led ancient societies to the formation of a 
true criminal jurisprudence. The State conceived itself to 
be wronged, and the Popular Assembly struck straight at 
the offender with the same movement which accompanied 
its legislative action. It is further true of the ancient world— 
though not precisely of the modern, as I shall have occasion 
to point out—that the earliest criminal tribunals were merely 
subdivisions, or committees, of tlie legislature. This, at all 
events, is the conclusion pointed at by the legal history of 
the two great states of antiiiuity, with tolerable clearness in 
one case, and with absolute distinctness in the other. The 
primitive penal law of Athens entrusted the castigation of 
offences partly to the Archons, who seem to have punished 
them as torts, and partly to the Sen.ite of Areopagus, which 
punished them as sms. lloth jurisdictions were substantially 
transferred in the end to the Heliaea, the High Court of 
Popular Justice, and the functions of the Archons and of the 
Areopagus became either merely ministerial or quite in¬ 
significant. But" Heliaea ” is only an old word for Assembly; 
the Heliaea of classical times was simply the Popular Assembly 
convened for judicial puiposes, and the famous Dikasteries 
of .‘\then3 were only its subdivisions or panels. The corre¬ 
sponding changes which occurred at Rome are still more easily 
interpreted, because the Romans confined their experiments 
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to the penal law, and did not, like the Athenians, construct 
popular courts with a civil as well as a criminal jurisdiction. 
The history of Roman criminal jurisprudence Ix'gins with 
the old Judicia Populi, at which the Kinvs are said to have 
presided. These were simjily solemn trials of gre.it odenders 
under legislative forms. It seems, however, that from an 
early period the Comitia had occasionally dek'g.ited its 
criminal jurisdiction to a Quatstio or Commission, which Ixire 
much the s.ime relation to the Assemhlv as a Committee of 
the House of Commons bears to the House itself, e.xcept that 
the Roman Commissioners or Qu^stores did not merely report 
to the Comitia, but e.xercised all jxjwers which th.it Ixidy 
was itself in the habit of exerci''iog, even to the passing 
sentence on the .Accused. .A Qu.estio of this sort w.is only 
appointed to try a particular offender, but there was nothing 
to prevent two or three Qu.cstiones sitting at the same time; 
and It IS probable that several of them were ap[X)inied 
simultaneously, when several grave cases of wrong to the 
community had occurred together. There are also indica¬ 
tions that now and then these Quicstiones approached the 
character of our Slaitdin^ (.'oinmiitees, in that they were 
appointed periodically, and without w.iitmg for occasion 
to arise in the commission of some serious crime. The old 
Quaistores Parncuhi, who are mentioned in connection with 
transactions of very .incient date, as being deputed to try 
(or, as some t.ike it, to se.irch out and try) all c.isas of parri¬ 
cide and murder, seem to have been ,i|iix)inted regularly every 
year; and the Duumviri Pcrducllionis, or Commission of 
Two for tri.il of violent injury to the Commonwc.ilth, arc 
also believed by most writers to have been named periodically. 
The deleg.itions of power to these latter functionaries bring 
us some way forwards. Inste.id of being apjxiinted when and 
as state-offences were committed, they had a general, though 
a temporary jurisdiction over such as mig/if be perpetrated. 
Our proximity to a regular criminal jurisjirudencc is also 
indicated by the general terms “ Parricidium ” and “ Per- 
ducllio ” which mark the approach to something like a 
classification of crimes. 

The true criminal law did not however come into existence 
till the year b.c. 149, when L. Calpurnius Piso earned the 
statute known as the Lex Calpumia de Repetundis. The law 
applied to cases Repetundarum Pecuniarum, that is, claims by 
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Provincials to recover monies improperly received by a Gover¬ 
nor-General, but the great and permanent impwitance of this 
statute arose from its establishing the first Quacstio Perpetua. 
A Quaestio Perpetua was a Permanent Commission as opposed 
to tliose which were occasional and to those which were 
temporary. It was a regular criminal tribunal whose exist¬ 
ence dated from the passing of the statute creating it and 
continued till another statute should pass abolishing it. Its 
members were not specially nominated, as were the members 
of the older Quaestiones, but provision was made in the law 
constituting it for selecting from particular classes the judges 
who were to officiate, and for renewing them in conformity 
with definite rules. The offences of which it took cognisance 
were also expressly named and defined in this statute, and 
the new Quacstio had authority to try and sentence all persons 
in future whose acts should fall under the definitions of 
crime supplied by the law. It was therefore a regular 
criminal judicature, administering a true criminal juris¬ 
prudence. 

The primitive history of criminal law divides itself there¬ 
fore into four stages. Understanding that the conception of 
Crime, as distinguished from that of Wrong or Tort and from 
that of Stn, involves the idea of injury to the State or collec¬ 
tive community, we first find tliat the commonwealth, in 
literal conformity with the conception, itself interposed 
directly, and by isolated acts, to avenge itself on the author 
of the evil which it had suffered. This is the point from which 
we start; each indictment,is now a bill of pains and penalties, 
a special law naming the criminal and prescribing his punish¬ 
ment. A second step is accomplished, when the multiplicity 
of crimes compels the legislature to delegate its powers to 
particular Quaestiones or Commissions, each of which is de¬ 
puted to investigate a particular accusation, and if it be 
proved, to punish the particular offender. Yet another move¬ 
ment is made when tlie legislature, instead of waiting for the 
alleged commission of a crime as the occasion of appointing 
a Quiestio, periodically nominates Commi.ssioners like the 
Qusestores Parricidii and the Duumviri Perduellionis, on the 
chance of certain classes of crimes being committed, and in 
the expectation that they vnU be perpetrated. The last stage is 
reached when the Quaestiones from being periodical or occa¬ 
sional become permanent Benches or Chambers—when the 
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judges, instead of being named in the particular law nominat¬ 
ing the Commission, are directed to be chosen through all 
future time in a jjarticular way and from a particular class— 
and when certain acts are descrilied in general language and 
declared to be crimes, to be visited, in the event of their 
perpetration, witli specified penalties appropriated to each 
description. 

If the Qu.'cstiones Perpetu® had had a longer history, they 
would doubtless have come to be regarded as a distinct in¬ 
stitution, and their relation to the Comiiia would have 
seemed no closer than the connection of our own Courts of 
Law with the Sovereign, who is theoretically the fountain of 
justice, but the Imperial despotism destroyed them iK'fore 
their origin had been completely forgotten, and, so long as 
they lasted, these Permanent Commissions were looked ujxm 
by the Romans as the mere depositaries of a delegated [xiwer. 
The cognisance of crimes was considered .1 natural attribute of 
the legislature, and tlie mind of the citizen never ceased to be 
earned back from the Qua’stioncs, to the (.'omilia whicli liad 
deputed them to put into exercise some of its own inalienable 
functions. The view wliii h regarded tlie Qiacstiones, even 
when they became permanent, as mere Committees of the 
Popular Assembly—as Ixtdies which only ministered to a 
higher authority—had some important legal consequences 
winch left tlieir mark on the criminal law to the very latest 
period. One immediate result was that the Coimtia con¬ 
tinued to exercise criminal jurisdiction by way of bill of pains 
and penalties, long after the Quacstiones had l)ccn csiablishcd. 
Though the legislature had consented to delegate its powers 
for the sake of convenience to bodies external to itself, it 
did not follow that it surrendered them. The Comitia and 
‘.he Quaistioncs went on trying and punishing offenders side 
Dy side; and any unusual outburst of popular indignation 
was sure, until the extinction of the Republic, to Dili down 
upon its object an indictment before the Assembly of the 
Tribes. 

One of the most remarkable peculiarities of the institu¬ 
tions of the Repuljlic is also traceable to this dcpcndance of 
the QuECStiones on the Comitia. The disappearance of the 
punishment of Death from the penal system of Republican 
Rome used to be a very favourite topic with the writers of 
the last century, who were perpetually using it to point some 
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theory of the Roman character or of modern social economy, 
Tiie reason which can he confidently assigned for it stamps it 
as purely fortuitous. Of the three forms which the Roman 
legislature successively assumed, one, it is well knowm—the 
Comitia Ccnturiala—was exclusively taken to represent the 
Stale as embodied for military operations. The Assembly of 
the (,'enluries, therefore, had all powers which may be sup- 
po.sed to be properly lodged with a General commanding an 
army, and, among them, it had authority to subject all 
offenders to the same correction to which a soldier rendered 
himself liable by breaches of discipline. The Conutia Cen- 
turiata could therefore inflict capital punishment. Not so, 
however, the Comttia Curiata or Comitia Tributa. They w'cre 
lettered on this point by the sacredness with which the person 
of a Roman citizen, inside the walls of the city, was invested 
by religion and law; and, with respect to the last of tliem, the 
Comitia Tributa, we know for certain tliat it became a fixed 
print iple that the Assembly of the Tribes could at most im¬ 
pose a fine. So long as criminal jurisdiction was confined to 
tlie legislature, and so long as the assemblies of the centuries 
and of the Tribes continued to exercise co-ordinate powers, 
it wa.s easy to prefer indictments for graver crimes before the 
legislative body wiiidi dispensed ilie heavier penalties, but 
tlicn It hajipened that the more democratic assembly, that of 
the 'rrihes, almost entirely superseded tlie others, and became 
the ordinary legislature of the later Republic. Now the 
decline of the Repiililic was exaclh tlie period during which 
the yiia’stioncs I’erpetuai were estalilished.so that the statutes 
creating them were all passed by a legislalue assembly which 
Itself could not, at its ordinary silimgs, punish a criminal 
witli death. It followed that the Permanent Judicial Com¬ 
missions, holding a delegated authority, were circumscribed 
in their attributes and caparities by the limits of the powers 
residing with the Ixidv wine li deputed them. They could do 
nothing which (he Assemlilv of the Trilies could not have 
done; and, us tlie Assembly could not sentence to death, 
the Qma'stione.s were ecjiially incompetent to award capital 
punishment. The anomaly tlius resulting was not viewed in 
ancient times witii anything like the f.ivour which it has 
attracted among the moderns,and indeed, while it is question¬ 
able wlietlier the Roman character was at all the better for 
it. It is cerl.un that the Roman Constitution was a great deal 
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the worse. Like every other institution whu'h h.\s accom- 
pnnud the iuini.ui r.u e down the current of its hi'torv, the 
puiibhinciU of death is a necessitv of societv in rert.un st.tjjes 
of the civilising' process. There is a tune wiien the atteinirt 
to dispense with it baulks lioth of the two yrcat iristn.i ts 
whu h he .it the root of all pen.il l.iw. Witlioiit it, the coin- 
munitv neither feels that it is suihiientlv re\-enocd on the 
rrimin.il, nor thinks that the ex.uniile of his punishment is 
adequate to deter others from .init.itinp' him Hie incom¬ 
petence of the Roin.in Trihiin.ils to p.iss scntcme of dc.ith 
led (li'tinctK .ind dircctlv to those frn^htful Rcvulutionarv 
intervals, known as the Rroscriptions, durmp' which .ill l.iw 
w.is form.illv suspended smiplv liec.uisc pirtv I'lolence could 
find no other .ivcnue to the vent;e.ince for which it w.is thirst¬ 
ing. No cause contributed so powerfully to the dec.iv of 
politK.il c.ipicitv in the Rom.in people .is this periodic.il 
abci.iiue of the I.iws, ,ind. when it h.id once lieen resorted 
to, we need not hcsit.ite to .isscrt th.it the rum of Rom,in 
libcrtv liec.ime mereU a qiiesticm of time If the practice of 
the Trihun.ils h.ui .ilLirded .in .idcquate I'cnl for popul.ir 
p.ission, the forms of judici.il procedure would no doubt h.ive 
been .IS ll.igr.intly perverted .is with us in the reiyiis of the 
later .Stu-irt,s. but n.ition.d > h.ir.icter would not h.ive suffered 
as dceplv as it did, nor would the stability of Roin.in institu¬ 
tions li.ive been as seriously enfeebled. 

I will mention two more siiigiil irities of the Rom.in ('rmiin.d 
.Svstem which were prodm c<l hy the s.une theory of judici.d 
authority. They are, the estreine mulliplu ily of the Roin.in 
rrirnin.il tribun.ils, and the (.ijtricious and .inom.ilous < l.i-si- 
fication of crimes which cli.ir.icleriscd Roin.in pen.il juris¬ 
prudence throughout its entire hislorv. Lvery Oucrsliit, it 
iuis been said, whether Rcrpelu.il or otherwise, h.id its origin 
in a distinct statute, h'rom the law which created it, it 
derived its .uithoriiy, it rigorously observt d the limits winch 
Its ch.trier prescribed to it, and loiichcd no form of ' r.inin- 
ality which that charter did not exjircssly define .As then 
the Statutes which constituted tlie v.irious thi.cstioncs were 
all called forth bv particular emergencies, e.ich of them being 
in f.ict jxissed to jKinish a cl.iss of .icts which tiie circumsL.inces 
of the lime rendered p.iriK iil.irly odious or p.irieul.irly 
dangerous, these enactments rn.ide not the slightest reference 
to each other, and were connected by no common priiv iple. 
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Twenty or thirty different criminal laws were in existence 
together, with exactly the same number of Quaestiones to 
administer them; nor was any attempt made during the 
Republic to fuse these distinct judicial bodies into one, or 
to give symmetry to the provisions of the statutes which 
appointed them and defined their duties. The state of the 
Roman criminal jurisdiction at this period, exhibited some re¬ 
semblances to the administration of civil remedies in England 
at the time when the English Courts of Common Law had not 
as yet introduced those fictitious averments into their writs 
which enabled them to trespass on each other’s peculiar 
province. Like the Qusestiones, the Courts of Queen’s Bench, 
Common Pleas, and Exchequer were all theoretical emana¬ 
tions from a higher authority, and each entertained a special 
class of cases supposed to be committed to it by the fountain 
of its jurisdiction; but then the Roman Qusestiones were 
many more than three in number, and it was infinitely less 
easy to discriminate the acts which fell under the cognisance 
of each Quaestio, than to distinguish between the provinces of 
the three Courts in Westminster Hall. The difficulty of draw¬ 
ing exact lines between the spheres of the different Quaes¬ 
tiones made the multiplicity of Roman tribunals something 
more than a mere inconvenience; for we read with astonish¬ 
ment that when it was not immediately clear under what 
general description a man’s alleged offences ranged them¬ 
selves, he might be indicted at once or successively before 
several different Commissions, on the chance of some one of 
them declaring itself competent to conv ict him; and, although 
conviction by one Quaestio ousted the jurisdiction of the rest, 
acquittal by one of them could not be pleaded to an accusa¬ 
tion before another. This was directly contrary to the rule 
of the Roman civil law; and we may be sure that a people so 
sensitive as the Romans to anomalies (or, as their significant 
phrase was, to ineUgandts) in jurisprudence, would not long 
have tolerated it, had not the melancholy history of the 
Quaestiones caused them to be regarded much more as tem¬ 
porary weapons in the hands of factions than as permanent 
institutions for the correction of crime. The Emperors soon 
abolished this multiplicity and conflict of jurisdiction; but 
it is remarkable that they did not remove another singularity 
of the criminal law which stands in close connection with the 
number of the Courts. The classifications of crimes which are 
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contained even in the Q)rpus Juris of Justinian are remark¬ 
ably capricious. Each Quatstio had, in fact, confined itself to 
the crimes committed to its cognisance by its charter. These 
crimes, however, were only classed together in the original 
statute because they happened to call simultaneously for 
castigation at the moment of passing it. They had not there¬ 
fore anything necessarily in common; but the fact of their 
constituting the particular subject-matter of trials before a 
particular Queestio impressed itself naturally on the public 
attention, and so inveterate did the association become be¬ 
tween the offences mentioned in the same statute that, even 
when formal attempts were made by Sylla and by the Emperor 
Augustus to consolidate the Roman criminal law, the legis¬ 
lator preserved the old grouping. The Statutes of Sylla and 
Augustus were the foundation of the penal jurisprudence of 
the Empire, and nothing can be more extraordinary than 
some of the classifications which they bequeathed to it. I 
need only give a single example in the fact that perjury was 
always classed with culling and wounding and with poison¬ 
ing, no doubt because a law of Sylla, the Lex Cornelia de 
Sicariis et Veneficis, had given jurisdiction over all these three 
forms of crime to the same Permanent Commission. It seems 
too that this capricious grouping of crimes affected the 
vernacular speech of the Romans. People naturally fell into 
the habit of designating all the offences enumerated in one 
law by the first name on the list, which doubtless gave its 
style to the Law Court deputed to try them all. All the 
offences tried by the Quaestio De Adulteriis would thus be 
called Adultery. 

I have dwelt on the history and characteristics of the 
Roman Quaestiones because the formation of a criminal juris¬ 
prudence is nowhere else so instructively exemplified. The 
last Quaestiones were added by the Emperor Augustus, and 
from that time the Romans may be said to have had a toler¬ 
ably complete criminal law. Concurrently with its growth, 
the analogous process had gone on, which I have called the 
conversion of Wrongs into Crimes, for, though the Roman 
legislature did not extinguish the civil remedy for the more 
heinous offences, it offer^ the sufferer a redress which he was 
Sure to prefer. Still, even after Augustus had completed his 
legislation, several offences continued to be regarded as 
Wrongs, which modem societies look upon exclusively as 
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Crimes; nor did they become criminally punishable til! some 
late but uncertain date, at which the law began to take notice 
of a new description of offences called in the Digest crtmina 
extraordinana. These were doubtless a class of acts which the 
theory of Roman jurisprudence treated merely as wrongs; 
but the growing sense of the majesty of society revolted from 
their entailing nothing worse on their perpetrator than the 
payment of money damages, and accordingly the injured 
person seems to have been permitted, if he pleased, to pursue 
them as crimes extra ordinem, that is by a mode of redress 
departing in some respect or other from the ordinary pro¬ 
cedure. From the period at which these ertmtna exlraordinarta 
were first recognised, the list of crimes in the Roman State 
must have been as long as in any community of the modern 
world. 

It is unnecessary to describe with any minuteness the mode 
of administering criminal justice under the Roman Empire, 
but It is to be noted that both its theory and practice have 
had powerful effect on modern society. The Emperors did 
not immediately abolish the Quaestiones, and at first they 
committed an extensive criminal jurisdiction to the .Senate, 
in which, however servile it might show itself in fact, the 
Emperor was no more nominally than a Senator like the rest. 
Hut some sort of collateral criminal jurisdiction had been 
claimed by the Prince from the first; and this, as recollections 
of the free commonwealth decayed, tended steadily to gain 
at the expense of the old tribun.ils. Gradually the punish¬ 
ment of crimes was transferred to magistrates directly 
nominated by the Emperor and the privileges of the Senate 
passed to the Imperial Privy Council, which also became a 
Court of ultimate criminal appeal. Under these influences the 
doctrine, familiar to the moderns, insensibly shaped itself 
that the Sovereign is the fount.iin of all Justice and the de¬ 
positary of all Grace. It was not so much the fruit of increas¬ 
ing adulation and servility as of the centralisation of the 
Empire which had by this time perfected it.self. The theory 
of criminal justice had, in fart, worked round almost to the 
point from which it started. It had begun in the belief that it 
was the business of the collective community to avenge its 
own wrongs by its own h.ind. and it ended in the doctrine 
that the chastisement of crimes belonged in an especial 
manner to the Sovereign as representative and mandatary of 
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contained even in the Q)rpus Juris of Justinian are remark¬ 
ably capricious. Each Quatstio had, in fact, confined itself to 
the crimes committed to its cognisance by its charter. These 
crimes, however, were only classed together in the original 
statute because they happened to call simultaneously for 
castigation at the moment of passing it. They had not there¬ 
fore anything necessarily in common; but the fact of their 
constituting the particular subject-matter of trials before a 
particular Queestio impressed itself naturally on the public 
attention, and so inveterate did the association become be¬ 
tween the offences mentioned in the same statute that, even 
when formal attempts were made by Sylla and by the Emperor 
Augustus to consolidate the Roman criminal law, the legis¬ 
lator preserved the old grouping. The Statutes of Sylla and 
Augustus were the foundation of the penal jurisprudence of 
the Empire, and nothing can be more extraordinary than 
some of the classifications which they bequeathed to it. I 
need only give a single example in the fact that perjury was 
always classed with culling and wounding and with poison¬ 
ing, no doubt because a law of Sylla, the Lex Cornelia de 
Sicariis et Veneficis, had given jurisdiction over all these three 
forms of crime to the same Permanent Commission. It seems 
too that this capricious grouping of crimes affected the 
vernacular speech of the Romans. People naturally fell into 
the habit of designating all the offences enumerated in one 
law by the first name on the list, which doubtless gave its 
style to the Law Court deputed to try them all. All the 
offences tried by the Quaestio De Adulteriis would thus be 
called Adultery. 

I have dwelt on the history and characteristics of the 
Roman Quaestiones because the formation of a criminal juris¬ 
prudence is nowhere else so instructively exemplified. The 
last Quaestiones were added by the Emperor Augustus, and 
from that time the Romans may be said to have had a toler¬ 
ably complete criminal law. Concurrently with its growth, 
the analogous process had gone on, which I have called the 
conversion of Wrongs into Crimes, for, though the Roman 
legislature did not extinguish the civil remedy for the more 
heinous offences, it offer^ the sufferer a redress which he was 
Sure to prefer. Still, even after Augustus had completed his 
legislation, several offences continued to be regarded as 
Wrongs, which modem societies look upon exclusively as 
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merit in cases of extraordinary aggravation. At the same 
time, she taught that murder and robbery with their various 
modifications were under the jurisdiction of civil rulers, not 
as an accident of their position but by the express ordinance 
of God. 

There is a passage in the writings of King Alfred (Kemble, 
ii. 209) which brings out into remarkable clearness the struggle 
of the various ideas that prevailed in his day as to the origin 
of criminal jurisdiction. It will be seen that Alfred attributes 
it partly to the authority of the Church and partly to that 
of the Witan, while he expressly claims for treason against 
the lord the same immunity from ordinary rules which the 
Roman Law of Majestas had assigned to treason against the 
Cssar. “ After this it happened,” he writes," that many 
nations received the faith of Christ, and there were many 
synodsassembled throughout the earth,and among the English 
race also after they had received the faith of Christ, both of 
holy bishops and of their exalted Witan. They then ordained 
that, out of that mercy which Christ had taught, secular lords, 
with their leave, might without sin take for every misdeed 
the bol in money which they ordained; except in cases of 
treason against a lord, to which they dared not assign any 
mercy because Almighty God adjudged none to them that 
despised Him, nor did Chri.st adjudge any to them which sold 
Him to death; and He commanded that a lord should be 
loved like llmiself.” 
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contained even in the Q)rpus Juris of Justinian are remark¬ 
ably capricious. Each Quatstio had, in fact, confined itself to 
the crimes committed to its cognisance by its charter. These 
crimes, however, were only classed together in the original 
statute because they happened to call simultaneously for 
castigation at the moment of passing it. They had not there¬ 
fore anything necessarily in common; but the fact of their 
constituting the particular subject-matter of trials before a 
particular Queestio impressed itself naturally on the public 
attention, and so inveterate did the association become be¬ 
tween the offences mentioned in the same statute that, even 
when formal attempts were made by Sylla and by the Emperor 
Augustus to consolidate the Roman criminal law, the legis¬ 
lator preserved the old grouping. The Statutes of Sylla and 
Augustus were the foundation of the penal jurisprudence of 
the Empire, and nothing can be more extraordinary than 
some of the classifications which they bequeathed to it. I 
need only give a single example in the fact that perjury was 
always classed with culling and wounding and with poison¬ 
ing, no doubt because a law of Sylla, the Lex Cornelia de 
Sicariis et Veneficis, had given jurisdiction over all these three 
forms of crime to the same Permanent Commission. It seems 
too that this capricious grouping of crimes affected the 
vernacular speech of the Romans. People naturally fell into 
the habit of designating all the offences enumerated in one 
law by the first name on the list, which doubtless gave its 
style to the Law Court deputed to try them all. All the 
offences tried by the Quaestio De Adulteriis would thus be 
called Adultery. 

I have dwelt on the history and characteristics of the 
Roman Quaestiones because the formation of a criminal juris¬ 
prudence is nowhere else so instructively exemplified. The 
last Quaestiones were added by the Emperor Augustus, and 
from that time the Romans may be said to have had a toler¬ 
ably complete criminal law. Concurrently with its growth, 
the analogous process had gone on, which I have called the 
conversion of Wrongs into Crimes, for, though the Roman 
legislature did not extinguish the civil remedy for the more 
heinous offences, it offer^ the sufferer a redress which he was 
Sure to prefer. Still, even after Augustus had completed his 
legislation, several offences continued to be regarded as 
Wrongs, which modem societies look upon exclusively as 
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